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CHATTER 


INTRODUCTION TO THE PRINCIPAL 
CHARACTERS, 


cc I OWN, brother,” ſaid the juſtice, * 


(with a ſerious air) © there: is but 
« one part of your conduct that appears 
* to me in the leaſt exceptionable.” 


And what might that be?” returned 
the merchant, with a look of good- 


natured earneſtneſs. 
« Your religious principles I mean, 
« brother.” | 
« Aye,” rejoined the rector, “ it is 
« much to be regretted, that a man of 


« Mr. Addington's fine feelings ſhould 


« be a deiſt.“ | 
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EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


« Suppoſe now, doctor,” faid the 
juſtice, * you endeavour to make a con- 
« vert of my brother—'twill be no in- 
« glorious atchievement.“ 

« Indeed,” replied the divine, with 
a ſelf-complacent gravity, ©« I have be- 
« fore now had the ſatisfaction of re- 
« moving ſome obſtinate prejudices of 


The merchant politely thanked him 
for his zeal ; but aſſured him his trou- 
ble in the preſent caſe would be wholly 
ineffectual. 

« Why ſo, Sir? Explain at leaſt what 
ce your objections are to the tenets of 
« Chriſtianity.” 


>» Really, I have never ſtudied them, 


« doctor.” 

« No“ returned the other, with a 
contemptuous ſhrug—“ why then I 
« think 

« Hold—” interrupted the mer- 
ce chant — “ it was ever my opinion, 
« that 
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EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 3 


« that the tenets of a religion might 


sc be beſt learned by the practice of 
«its profeſſors—and, as I have never 


« ſeen any ſhining traits of excellence 
in the ſect you mention, I conclude 
« the religion itſelf can boaſt no ſu- 
« periority.” 

« Quite another thing, Sir—quite 
« another thing, I aſſure you. The 
e principles of a religion may be 
e good, though the practice of its pro- 
« feſſors be reprehenſible.” 

« I allow it, doctor—but my ſtudy 
« has been confined rather to men, 
than books. I have travelled through 
te the regions of paganiſm—T1 have dwelt 
* among the followers of Mahomet ; 
« and muſt confeſs, have met with 
« ſuch inſtances of exalted virtue 
« among them, as I never found 
« equalled in the Chriſtian world. Yet 


« I know not a ſyllable either of the 


« Vedum, or the Alcoran I read only 
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ce the actions of mankind, and thence 
* my judgment is formed.” 

Lou are partial, Mr. Addington— 
et you are partial. Would you take the 
« pains to examine the characters of 
« menin the Chriſtian world, you would 
« find as good people there, as in Tur- 
« key or Perſia.” 

« Even admitting it, doctor, for the 
* ſake of the argument—yet, to evince 
ce the ſuperiority of your religion, they 
« ought to be infinitely better.” 

The rector filled his pipe, and ſaid 
nothing. | 

However, continued the merchant, 
« to drop this ſubject, which I ſeldom 
* chooſe to converſe on, I will give 
te you my ſentiments in a few words. 
« Whenever I ſhall be convinced (which 
« Tam far from being at preſent) that 
ce there is more exalted virtue, and re- 
« fined morality, among Chriſtians than 
ce thoſe whom they call infidels, I ſhall 

* not 
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te not ſcruple to allow it to be a divine 
« diſpenſation.” 

The doctor muttered ſomething about 
infidels and heretics, and moſt devoutly 
elevating his hands, exclaimed, «© And 
* ſo bring them home, bleſſed Lord, to 
ee thy flock, that they may be ſaved 
* among the remnant of the true I. 
© raelites,”” &c. 

« Amen,” added the juſtice, moſt 
emphatically. : 

Mr. Charles Addington was a gen- 
tleman of a moſt amiable character. 
He poſſeſſed a noble and princely ſoul, 
which was ever diſpoſing him to the 
higheſt acts of munificence and gene- 
roſity. There was an honeſt franknels 
in his manner, which intereſted one at 
once in his favour, and baniſhed en- 
tirely that backward timidity, which 1s 
the bane of ſocial confidence. Hav- 
ing been left at his father's death a 
very unequal portion of inheritance, he 

B 3 | had 
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had endeavoured to ſupply that defi- 
ciency of paternal regard, by an appli- 
cation to commerce; he had therefore 
followed the profeſſion of a merchant 
from his youth, and, having realized a 
handſome fortune, was about to retire 
from buſineſs. Though in matters of 
religion he had taken the liberty to 
think for himſelf, yet nothing could 
exceed the extreme nicety of his ideas 


of moral rectitude. His knowledge of 


mankind rendered him rather averſe to 
the contracting friendſhips; but when- 
ever he had formed ſuch an union, 
neither time nor circumſtances had 
power to alter the ſteadineſs of his 
attachment. 

Nothing could be more diametrically 
oppoſite to ſuch a character, than was 
that of the juſtice, his brother. With 
an underſtanding the moſt contracted, 
a mind clouded with the narroweſt pre- 
judices, and the meaneſt paſſions, this 
man 
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man had artfully contrived to paſs on 
the world for a perſon of the beſt prin- 
ciples, and moſt. exemplary piety, 
though in reality his warmeſt devotions 
were paid to the ſhrines of Plutus and 
Venus: for he was at once a miſer 
and debauchee. But nature having en- 
dowed him with a plentiful ſhare of 
low cunning, which ſo often paſſes on 
the world for ſolidity of judgment, he 
had ingeniouſly concealed thefe traits 
of character, and, by dint of ſtated de- 
votion, faſting, and ſome annual dona- 
tions to the poor, paſſed for a very good 
kind of man. | 
The merchant, though not wholly 
a ſtranger to his brother's real diſpoſi- 
tion, was yet unacquainted with that 
maſterly piece of addreſs, by which he 
had been .bequeathed by his father the 
{mall ſum of two thouſand pounds, 
while the juſtice became inheritor of at 
leaſt eighty thouſand. But as we are 
x B 4 in 
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in poſſeſſion of that anecdote, we con- Y 
ceive it wilt be no breach of charity to 2 
give it to the reader. 

John Addington, Eſq. whom we 
now diſtinguiſh by the honourable ap- 
pellation of the juſtice, was a youth of 
grave deportment; which ſerved to 
conceal the thouſand ill qualities he 
really poſſeſſed; but this veil, flimſy as 
1 it was, the eye of parental affection 


1 never penetrated; while the ingenuous 

. and warm temper of Charles, rendered 
him entirely careleſs of concealing 
1 


ſome inadvertencies of youth, which, 
! contraſted with the extreme prudence 
: I | of John, gave him conſiderable diſad- 
= vantages in the opinion of his father. 
| — Charles was liberal and beneficent, 
and, by the frequent donations he beſ- 
| towed on indigent merit, often reduced 
his finances to a ſtate of bankruptcy.“ 
Theſe circumſtances his brother never 
failed to improve to his own advantage, 
mak- 
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making the old gentleman believe theſe 
ſums were all ſquandered in extrava- 
gance and licentiouſneſs. —Charles ei- 
ther knew not of his brother's treachery, 
or was of too high a ſpirit to endeavour 
a refutation of it. However, an event 
ſoon after happened which wholly 
deprived him of the little ſhare he had 
hitherto poſſeſſed in his father's eſteem. 

There was in the village a tight laſs, 
whoſe father was tenant to the old 
ſquire. John would. frequently call in 
at the farm, and tafte the good man's 
mellow ale. On ſuch occaſions he con- 
ſtantly gave the young woman, if ſhe 
chanced to be preſent, the beſt maxims 
for her conduct in life; not unfre- 
quently dropping hints of the treache- 
rous arts uſed by me young fellows 
of his acquaintance. The old people 
concluded him a perfect paragon of ſo- 
briety; and frequently left him with 
their beloved Jenny, to inculcate his 
B 5 leſſons. 
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IX 


leſſons, Unluckily, it happened that 
poor Jenny's ſhape ſoon betrayed the 
ſubject of theſe converſations, and our 
young '{quire was involved in the great- 
eſt embarraſſment on the occaſion. 
His art, however, was not long before 
it ſuggeſted a moſt ſpecious project. 
Whether by dint of love, or threats, 
is not preciſely known, but he prevailed 
on his miſtreſs to father her burden on 
the unſuſpecting and innocent Charles. 
The ſcheme ſucceeded beyond their 
hopes. He was condemned unheard, 
and forbade to ſee his father, or even 
write to him more. The poor youth, 
without ſo much as knowing his ſup- 
poſed oftence, went to London; where 
he was received into a merchant's ac- 
compting-houſe. His father dying ſoon 
after, he retired with the ſmall pittance 
he had left him to Bengal ; where he, 
in a courle of years, realized a plentiful 
fortune. This circumitance, together 
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EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 11 


with his being ſtill unſhackled by ma- 
trimonial bands, procured him the 
moſt friendly reception from his bro- 
ther, who hailed his return to his na- 
tive land with a joy that was certainly 
as ſincere as it was ardent. But we 
ſhrewdly ſuſpect, that ſenſation had 
been felt in a far inferior degree, had 
not Fame, with her officious clarion, 
ſounded the report of the merchant's 
wealth, long before he himſelf ar- 
rived. 
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CHAPTER II. 


TENDER FEELINGS IN A PARSON, 


8 * ſupper is ſerved up, gen- 
« tlemen,” ſaid the footman. 

At this ſummons, they all three retired 
to the parlour; where Miſs Addington 
was waiting their atrival. 

*You ſhall ſtay ſupper, doctor,“ ſaid 
the juſtice—the rector needed not a 
reiteration—a fine boiled turkey, with 
oyſter- ſauce, moſt invitingly ſeconding 
the invitation. 

The grace was not long. Doctor 
Hanham mortally hated all obſequious 
ceremonies, except it was at a patron's 
levee—The juſtice thought the grace too 
ſhort; but he had not his eye fixed on 
the turkey. 

Miſs Addington, defiring the mer- 
chant to help her to ſomething on 
the table, took notice of a ring on his 

little 
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> little finger“ Pray, my dear brother,” 


ſaid ſhe, with true female curioſity ; 
« may I aſk whoſe fair treſſes adorn 
« that cryſtal?” 

« A favourite lady's,” ſaid the Ps 
doubringly. 

No, really brother,—it was a favour- 
ite gentleman's the juſtice's coun- 


tenance brightened. 


« T have thought it very extraordi- 

« nary,” cried Miſs Addington, “that 
my brother has never married.” —Now 
this was one of thoſe manoeuvres made 
in converſation with a view to diſcover 
the ſentiments of a perſon; and which 
generally effect that point, much better 
than a ſimple interrogatory could do 
with Miſs Addington, it meant, ſtrictly 
tranſlated—< 1 hope you #ever. deſign 
« to marry.” | 
« Perhaps,” rejoined the rector, who 
then, for the firſt time, diſengaged his 
Exe 
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eye from his plate; « the gentleman 
« thinks too meanly of matrimony.” 

« Really, doctor, I believe I think too 
« highly of it.“ 

« Oh pray, brother, give us your 
« ſentiments,” cried Miſs Addington, 
« I ſhould like of all things, to hearan 
« /d. batchelor's idea of matrimony.” 

« Briefly then,” replied he, ſmiling, 
'« T conceive the marriage ſtate to be 
capable of the higheſt degree of felicity, 
« that human nature can poſſibly attain ; 
« but, as you ladies, my dear ſiſter, are 
« ſo ſeldom aſſiduous to cultivate the 
« qualifications neceſſary to that end, 
« ] have never dared to riſk a con- 
« nection of the fort.” 

« ] hope, however,” returned ſhe, 
laughing; © it is only to a ſiſter you 
« would be thus explicit.” 

At that inſtant the footman informed 
Doctor Hanham, that a neighbouring 
farmer had been thrown from his horſe; 

and 
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and as it was expected he could not 
live many hours, had deſired the doctor 
to attend him. 

«Tis really unlucky juſt at this 
« time,” ſaid the rector, ſtill continuing 
to eat as if totally unconcerned “ let 
« them know I am coming.” 

« Let me ſend you a bit of hare, doc- 
« tor,” ſaid Miſs Addington. Twas ſa- 
voury meat which the good rector, as well 
as the old patriarch, loved; and he thought 
it not amiſs to taſte it, previous to be- 
ſtowing the requeſted benediction. 

« Heavens!” cried the merchant, in 
the -utmoſt aſtoniſhment. A ſecond 
meſſenger arrived—* The man is dy- 
« me.” | | 

« I'll eat this jelly,” ſaid the doctor, 
« and then I'll go.” 

After he had ſufficiently ſhewed his 
approbation of the deſert, he roſe with 
reluctance—reached his hat with no 
very haſty motion, and was juſt going out 

of 
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16 EDWARD AND SOPHTA. 


of the room, as a footman entered to 
tell him, the farmer was dead. 

The merchant ſtarted with emotion 
from the table—took a turn acroſs the 
room—ſat down—beat a tune with 
his fingers—© By heavens,” cried he, 
« a Muffulman would have Gone bet- 
« ter!” „ What's the matter, Mr. Ad- 

ington?” ſaid Doctor Hanham, with all 
the non chalance imaginable. 
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EDWARD AND S0PHIA. 


CHAPTER UI. 


INFORMATION FROM A CHAMBER=-MAID, 


1 


ISS Addington, though on the 
wrong fide of thirty-five, had ſtill 
enough of beauty left to conſtitute her 
a very agreeable woman. A certain air 
of vivacity in her manner, which, 
together with the charms of thirty 
thouſand pounds in her own poſleſſion, 


rendered her fo intereſting an object 


in the opinion of -the other ſex, that 
ſhe was ſeldom without her admirers ; 
but ſhe had hitherto preferred ſuper- 
intending her brother's family, rather 
than to become miſtreſs of one of her 
own. The juſtice, on his part, was 
{o well ſatisfied with his ſiſter's cecono- 
mical abilities, that he would have 
been extremely ſorry to have parted 
with ſo excellent a manager; for in his 


eſtimation theſe talents were ſufficient 


to 
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to compole the hole of female worth. 
In one point, however, they widely 
diſagreed. He, as has been before 
intimated, was a rigid devotee—a ſtrict 
obſerver of the ceremonial part of re- 
ligion, ſhe, on the contrary, delighted 
in ridiculing whatever had the appear- 
ance of ſeriouſneſs, and ſeldom miſſed 
an opportunity of placing the auſtere 
piety, which her brother affected, in the 
moſt contemptible light. 


Paſſionately fond of admiration, and 
doating on the pleaſures of the town, 


Miſs Addington but barely exiſted, 
during thoſe months ſhe was compelled 


to paſs in the country. No lover of- 
literary purſuits—without a taſte for 


ſuch rural pleaſures as the” country af- 
fords, ſhe was forced to deſcend to the 
mean gratification of village ſcandal, 


to ſupport a three month's tedious re- 
{idence at the Hall. 
For 
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For the ſake of charity, good reader, 
we will ſuppoſe the ſame, or ſome ſuch 
motive, to actuate every fair lady who 
is capable of dealing in detraction ; 
and not harſhly admit human nature to 
be ſo depraved, as really to feel pleaſure 
in murdering reputations. Yet then, 
as ſo many better remedies for killing 
time may be eaſily acquired, it is ac- 
tually a pity. But what have we to do 
with theſe reflections - our buſineſs be- 
ing only to record events, from which 
ſuch leſſons may be deduced as ſuit the 
reader's leiſure or fancy? 

Betty, perfectly well knowing hex 
lady's diſpoſition, never failed to 
collect for her amuſement, as many 
anecdotes as ſhe could poſſibly pick up 
among the ruſtic neighbours. She wasnot 
indeed always ſcrupulous to weigh them 
in the balance of truth, or even pro- 
bability—it was ſufficient for her, that 

ſhe 
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ſhe retailed them with only a few ex- 
aggerations of her own. 

« La, Ma'am,“ faid this intelligent 
attendant, as ſhe was one morning with 
her lady in the. dreſſing- room, how 
* unfortunate for poor Miſs Wilſon !” 

« And who is Miſs Wilſon?” 

« Doesn't you remember, Ma'am, the 
« Preſbytcrian parſon, who lived at the 
« farther end of the pariſh? He is 
dead, and all the place is in tears for 
« him. He was, to be ſure, very well 
« beloved—vaſtly kind and charitable. 
e Why, he would go and ſee any poor 
« perſon, whether they went to church 
« or to meeting—aye, and give them 
% money if they were lick; and that's 
« more than one can ſay of Dr. Han- 
« ham, though he is a rich man.” 

« Well; but what of the daughter?” 
cried the lady, peeviſhly, not much re- 


Lſhing the panegyric ſtile. . 


« Why, 
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« Why, I ſay, Ma'am, as how ſhe is 
to be pitied; for now her father is 
« dead, ſhe is left pennyleſs, as one 
« may ſay—and a pretty young woman 
8 

« Oh, ſhe is pretty —that is, in your 
«eye, Mrs. Pert. But I ſuppoſe,” 
(farcaſtically) © if ſhe is ſo pretty, ſhe 
* will not be long pennyleſs—eh ?” 

« To be ſure, Ma'am,” returned the 
confidante, who found ſhe had miſtaken 
her theme “ to be ſure I am no judge 
«© of beauty. They ſay Mrs. Stanley 
„will take her, till ſhe marries.” 

« Marries! Why "who has ſhe got 
« for a lover?” 

« La, Ma'am—Mr. Hartly, to be 
« ſure—they are juſt going to be mar- 
« ried.” ——Þy the way, the latter part 
of this ſpeech was an illuſtration, which 
Betty probably thought the intelligence 
required. | 


« Ned 


| 
: 
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« Ned Hartly! my father's ward;— 
« He going to marry a girl without a 


« ſhilling! Tis well. I will, however, 


e take care his guardian ſhall prevent 
x | 


« I can't ſay for that, Ma'am; but 
« ] believe he 1s deſperately in love; he 
« does nothing, but make verſes about 
ever. 

« Make verſes !- why pray did you 
« ever ſee any of them?” 

« Oh yes, Ma'am; for the laſt time 
« Mr. Hartly was here, as he took out 
« his pocket handkerchief, he drop- 
« ped a paper. I thought it might be a 
« love-letter, and ſo I flid it into my 
« pocket as he was looking another 
„„ 

« Dexterouſly perform'd, child; but 
« let me ſee it inſtantly.” 

Betty, opening a little ſilk houſewife, 
took out the paper; which. Miſs Ad- 
dington eagerly ſnatching out of her 

hand, 
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hand, found it contained the following 
lines. 
IMPROMPTU. 


Sophia, when I view thy face, 

Thy modeſt ſtep—thy eaſy grace ; 

I think I ſee a goddeſs move, 

"Tis Venus' ſelf, the queen of love. 
But when you ſpeak, my raviſh'd ears 
Imbibe the muſic of the ſpheres; 
Each word conveys inſtruction new, 
And all Minerva ſpeaks in you. 


— 


« Very fine truly,“ exclaimed Miſs Ad- 
* dington, colouring—* Oh Betty I ſhall 
tc expire with laughing—ha, ha, ha!” 

It is ſuppoſed that mature, when ſhe 
endowed her favourite man with riſible 
faculties, intended laughter ſhould be 
an unequivocal ſymptom of mirth.— 
The dame, it ſeems,” is outwitted; 


for we can ſet her laws at defiance; 
nothing being more eaſy than to laugh 
heartily, at the very moment we feel 
molt uncomfortably.— Tis certain, that 

however 
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however diverted Miſs Addington af- 
fected to be at the peruſal of the paper, 
ſhe experienced ſenſations of a very 
different kind; and could not reflect 
on the partiality of Hartly to Sophia, 
without wiſhing he had placed it elſe- 
where. 

Luckily for the relief of her cha- 
grin, a female neighbour was announc- 
ed.—This viſitant was of the claſs of 
antiquated virgins, and amply poſleſfed 
of all the appendages of the charac- 
ter; ſuch as narrowneſs of ſentiment, 
unbounded curiofity, and a never-dying 
paſſion for ſcandal. 

« Good morrow, my dear Miſs Ad- 
« dington—I have brought my work, in- 
« tending to chat half an hour with you.” 

« You could not poſſibly, my dear 
« Hooper, have come more opportunely, 
« Bet has been making me ſo me- 


« lancholy, with an account of poor Mr. 


« Wilſon's death.” 
Miſs 
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Miſs Hooper's eyes in an inſtant 
gliſtened with tears—not that her heart 
was compoſed of ſofter ſtuff than per- 
ſons of that deſcription uſually are ; 
nor yet that ſhe felt any extraordinary 
compunction at the time—it was 
merely a trick ſhe had acquired—a 
good convenient habit of commanding 
tears whenever ſhe thought proper, 
though the heart at the ſame time had 
nothing to do with them. 

« His daughter,” continued Miſs Ad- 
dington, * 1s. left deſtitute—1s it true 
« ſhe is ſo handſomeagreported 2” 

« For my part,” "metrned the other, 
« could never think her ſo—there is 
nothing in her to be admired in the 
83 

« Really—but what induces this Mrs. 
« Stanley to adopt the girl?” Here Miſs 
Hooper aſſumed one of thoſe myſterious 
miles, which expreſs an uncharitable 
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furmiſe a thouſand times more forcibly 


than a poſitive affirmation. 

« Oh, I underſtand you,” cried the 
quick-ſighted Miſs Addington, © I fee 
«© how it was—Mr. Wilſon and Mrs, 
« Stanley—was it not fo”'—with a fig- 
nificant ſhrug of the ſhoulders. 

« You take me, I ſee - conſider, my 
« dear Miſs Addington—a woman with 
t an income, that to my knowledge is 
very ſmall, to take the charge of a 
ce girl wholly upon herſelf — do you 
« think it probable, except there had. 
« been ſomething of that ſort between 
« her and Mr. Walſon ?” 

« Every rational perſon muſt con- 
* clude it ſo but, dear Hooper, have 
« you heard that Ned Hartly pays his 
« addreſſes to the minx ?” 

« I have heard ſo, it is true but can- 
« not believe Hartly would be ſo weak 
« —he may flatter the girl perhaps, but 
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« he certainly knows better than to 
« marry her.” 

« So I ſhould hope,” returned Miſs 
Addington. 

Company coming 1n, put an end to 
the tete a tete, and the converſation be- 
coming general, Mrs. Stanley's character 
eſcaped any further malicious inuendoes 
for the preſent; for ſcandal is of that 


nature, that, like the mole, it works only 


in the dark, and commits its depreda- 
tions the moſt remote from obſerva. 
tion. 


CHAPTER IT 


AN EXAMINATION OF THE HEART. 


S ſoon as Miſs Addington found a 
convenient opportunity, ſhe brief- 

ly acquainted her brother of Hartly's 
attachment to Sophia. The juſtice 
heard her with a good deal of uncon- 
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cern, and then coolly aſked, who the 
girl was. 

Oh, an idle huſſey, that has lounged 
« on her father's ſmall income, when 
« ſhe ought to have been earning bread 
« at her needle.—If Ned marries her 
« he 1s ruined.” 

« I can't help it,” ſaid his worſhip, 
with much ſangfroid “ I have done 
« yhat I could for the boy, if heru- 
« ins himſelf tis not my fault—1 ſhall 
« not trouble myſelf about the matter.” 

The merchant, who had been taking 
a nap in the elbow chair, aſked who 
the lad was, they had been ſpeaking 
of. | 

« A {on of old Hartly, who lived at 
« the manor,” replied the juſtice, “ you 
« ſurely recollect him.“ 

* I do—he was a worthy man—he is 
« dead then?” 

« Yes, and left a ſon under my guar- 
« dianſhip. As we had always been on 

« friendly 
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« friendly terms, Iundertook the charge, 
« but it is an office I am not fond of.“ 

« In what circumſtances did his father 
« leave the young man ?” 

« Very indifferent ones. You knew 
te how obſtinately he reſented the leaſt 
« infringement of his rights; and the 
e frequent law ſuits in which he was 
e neceſfarily engaged, enabled him to 
«. leave but barely ſufficient to ſettle the 
lad with an attorney at the next town.“ 

« My poor old friend,” exclaimed the 
merchant, “I muſt ſee his ſon—does he 
* not often viſit here?“ 

« Yes, yes—1 love him as a child of 
« my Own.“ 

Here we intreat his worſhip's pardon, 
if we notice ſome ſmall miſtakes which 
the above aſſertions may probably betray 
the reader into, if not timely corrected. 
In the firſt place, though Hartly's father 
had unfortunately been engaged in ſome 
expenſive ſuits, yet, at his death, he was 
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poſſeſſed of ſufficient to ſettle his ſon 


_. comfortably in life. But the upright 


guardian, after diſburſing the ſettled 
premium to the attorney, with whom 
young Hartly was placed, took the 
liberty of pocketing the reſidue, as a 
reward for his trouble: a ſum not ex- 
ceeding three thouſand pounds, or there- 
about. Secondly, in reply to the 
merchant's queſtion, he had infinuated 
the frequency of Hartly's viſits at the 
Hall; but the truth was, that he, poor 
lad, who poſſeſſed a great ſhare of ſen- 
ſibility, had obſerved himſelf ſo coolly 
treated when there, that he almoſt 
wholly forebore his viſits; nor did his 
worſhip trouble himſelf with enquiries 
as to the cauſe of it. 

Though the information the merchant 
had received to his interrogatories, tole- 
rably well ſatisfied him, it by no means 
ſuppreſſed his deſire to fee the ſon of a 
gentleman he had once known and 

honoured, 
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honoured. A few days after, as he was 
taking his uſual ſolitary walk, a genteel 


youth advanced to the ſtile he was about 
to paſs: there was ſomething in his air 
expreſſive of that valued: friend, and, 
on a nearer view, the merchant was con- 
vinced it could be none other than the 
young man he ſo ardently wiſhed to ſee. 

« Pray Sir,” ſaid he, reſpectfully ad- 
vancing, “is not your name Hartly?“ 

« 'The ſame, Sir, returned the youth, 
bowing. 

* Then you are the ſon of a gentle- 
r man for whom I had the moſt perfect 
* eſteem. Mr. Hartly, (taking his hand 
with the air of a long known friend) « I. 
% rejoice to ſee you.“ 

Hartley ſurveyed him with a mingled 
look of ſurprize and pleaſure, and be- 
fore he had time to articulate a reply, 
the merchant went on thus : 

« You do not know me—no, you 
* were a child when I left England, 
C4 « and 
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« and can have no recollection of my 1 
« perſon my name 18 Charles Ad- 
« dington. Your dear father knew me 
6 \ 

At mention of his father, Hartly's 
eyes gliftened—he could only preſs the 
merchant's hand. That preſſure, gentle 
as it was, ſpoke more than words. The 
merchant perfectly underſtood it. 

Hartly, continued he, „I will be 
« your friend.” "ig 

The youth had by this time reco- 1 
vered ſufficient command of voice to SF 
thank him, in terms at once grate- = 
ful and polite.— The merchant, whoſe 1 
penetration gave him a ready inſight 
to the human heart, was convinced the 
lad deſerved his eſteem. 

« Do you like the ſtudy of the law?“ 
ſaid he, after ſome moments pauſe. 

Hartly heſitated—in reality he did 
not like it at all,—He. was a youth of 

X brilliant 
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brilliant parts, and lively imagination; 
he therefore found it much too dry 
a purſuit for the fire of his genius.— 

« There are profeſſions, Sir, which I 
e could have preferred; but reſolution 
« will conquer this averfion—and 1 
« truſt,” added he, his eyes ſparkling 
and with a certain . air of animation, 
« I truſt, I ſhall one day be enabled, 
« by the practice of it, to ſoar above 
e an abject dependence.” : 

The merchant applauded his ſpirir, 
and then proceeded to queſtion him, 
reſpecting the intelligence he had ac- 
quired at the Hall. 

« I am ſorry to find, my dear lad, 
« that your affections are unhappily 
« placed on an object not altogether 
« deſerving them.” 

Hartly's face was inſtantly in a glow; 
but he replied with honeſt indigna- 
tion. 


TT 
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„ Miſs Wilſon, Sir, is worthy the af- 
« fections of an emperor, and had I an 
imperial crown“ | 

« You would lay it at her feet,” inter- 
rupted Mr. Addington ; ©« but, my dear 
Hartly, this is the language of a brain- 
« iſh yourh—not what I could have ex- 
“ pected from the fon of my friend.“ 

« Sir,” returned Hartley, ſomewhat 
calmer, you muſt have been miſin- 
formed reſpecting that young lady— 
eher character and connection are as 
unexceptionable as her perſonal ac- 
„ compliſhments.” 


« But ſhe has no fortune, and hat 


* 


it 


« alone ought to be an inſuperable 


* objection with one in your circum- 


« ſtances.” 

« True, Sir, Miſs Wilfon has no for- 
tune; and 1 ſhould do her the higheſt 
injury did I ſeek to engage her hand 
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in my preſent ſituation, No- would 
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« ſcorn to ally the woman I love to in- 
« digence and diſtreſs.” 

« Then you will give up all thoughts 
« of her, my good lad.” 

« Not, Sir, while ſhe permits me to 
« hope that I am not wholly diſagreeable 
« to her—no, not for a diadem, believe 
« me—fortune may yet ſmile.“ 

« Silly boy,” cried the merchant, in 
a tone of diſpleaſure. However he ſuf- 
fered the ſubject to drop for the preſent, 
and after injoining Hartly to ſee him as 
often as poſlible, bade him adieu. 


r ̃ ˙ w! mnne———— 
CHAPTER v. 


THE BENEVOLENT MIND. 


O* E evening, as. the juſtice was re- 

turning from a viſit at the rectory, 

he perceived Hartly coming out of a 

mall neat dwelling, and accoſted him 
with 

C 6 « How 
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« How do you do, my lad?” 

This unexpected meeting with his 
guardian, was a little mal a propos, in 
his opinion; however, he returned the 
ſalute with a tolerable grace, and was 
haſtening away as faſt as poſſible. But 
curioſity once excited is not eaſily re- 


Preſſed. The juſtice felt a ſtrong in- 


clination to learn the occaſion of his 
viſit at that place. 
« Who lives in that pretty houſe, 
« Ned?” 
Hartly, a good deal diſconcerted, re- 
plied, © It was the reſidence of the late 
« Mr. Wilſon, Sir.” 


« Hah!” exclaimed his worſhip, with 


a ſignificant ſmile, as much as to ſay, 


have 1 caught you then? © and fo, 

« Hartly, you have been to condole 

« with the lair mourner, I ſuppoſe.” 
Hartly was ſilent. 


« Come, you {ſhall introduce me to 
« the lady.” 


« Excuſe 
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« Excuſe me, Sir, Miſs Wilſon is, I 4 
« believe, rather averſe to company at 1 
« preſent.” | 

The heſitation with which this was 
uttered, diverted the juſtice extremely. 
« No matter,” he replied, Iwill in- 
« troduce myſelf.” And then very po- 4 
litely entered the houſe, ſans ceremonie. iq 
+ Sophia, dreſſed in deep mourning, 
was reclining on a ſopha, diflolved in 
tears. A minature picture of her father 
lay by her fide, ſhe took up, kiſſed it, 
and wept alternately. Never had the- 
juſtice beheld ſo intereſting an object. 
Sophia Wilſon «was about the age of 
eighteen, her form extremely elegant, 
and her face was all that could be con- 
ceived of finiſhed beauty; the ſable 
tincture of her dreſs, and her fine dark 
hair, falling in ringlets on her graceful 
ſhoulders, heightened the ſnowy white- 
, neſs of her complexion. The profound 
ſorrow in which ſhe was involved had 
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indeed 


38 EDWARD AND sOoPHIA. 


indeed clouded the native brilliancy of 
her eyes; but ſhe appeared altogether 
ſo irreſiſtaþly lovely, that the juſtice had 
been ſome moments in the room before 
he had ſpoken a ſingle ſyllable, nor did 
the lovely mourner perceive his ap- 
proach, ſo intenſely was ſhe contemplat- 
ing the dear reſemblance of her beloved 
father. Upon looking up, ſhe ſtarted 
with ſurprize, but ſoon recollecting the 
perſon of her worſhipful neighbour, ſhe 
aroſe, and with a graceful curteſy en- 
treated him to be ſeated. 
« Miſs Wilſon I preſume — I beg 
« pardon, Madam, fox my intrufion, 
« but the loſs you have ſuſtained.” 
Sophia's tears flowed afreſh—* I fay, 
« Madam, the loſs you have fuſtained 
induced me to pay my compliments of 
4 condolance---and---and---" 
« I am obliged to every one for their 
« friendly ſympathy,” returned Sophia, 
infinitely amazed at this viſit ; for her 
father, 
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father, ſhe well knew, had been ex- 
tremely obnoxious to the juſtice, for 
no other reaſon, we believe, than that 
he was a Diſſenter from the eſtabliſned 
church, or, in the ſtile of his worſhip 
and his friend the rector, a ſchiſmatic; 
and they both held it neceſſary to deſ- 
piſe whatever was not, according to 
their ideas, ſound orthodoxy. 

« Do not weep, Miſs,” continued the 
juſtice, © we-muſt all die, and you ſhall 
« not want a friend ;” (fignificantly 
ſhaking his head) “you ſhall not in- 
« deed.” | 

Sophia expreſſed her obligations by 
a bow, for her heart was too full to ſuf- 
fer her to ſpeak. 
= © Support your ſpirits, my pretty 
'P e one, tapping her on the cheek, “ for 
; « my part, I rejoice to heal the broken 
7 „ hearted. I believe” (with an air of 
! conſcious triumph) * it is a part of my 

character.“ „And an amiable one it is, #5 
| e,, 34 
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« Sir,” ſaid Sophia. Accept my thanks 
« for your friendly condeſcenſion, they 
« ſhould be better expreſſed, but 0 

4 never require thanks, Miſs Wilſon, 


©« for the favours I confer,” reſumed 


the hypocrite, and then, with reiter= 
ated proteſtations of friend{hip, he took 
leave. 

Sophia's grateful heart was expanded 
with the moſt ſatisfactory emotion at 
this inſtance of friendly attention, from 
a quarter ſhe had leaſt expected it. The 


- meditations. of his worſhip, as he went 


home, were certainly not leſs agreeable, 
though of a different kind. The 
charms of Sophia had awakened feel- 
ings in his breaſt in no wiſe favourable 
to poor Hartly, whoſe attachment to 
her, he determined at all events to diſ- 
approve, and even to annihilate, if it 
was in the power of art itſelf to accom- 
pliſn that meaſure. It then occurred 


to him, for the firſt time, that Hartly 
| ought 
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ought to be ſent to London, in order to 
eſtabliſn himſelf in the world. The 
country, he thought, was no place for a 
young fellow to make his fortune, though, 
perhaps, but an hour before he cared not 
a ſous whether the poor lad ſhould 
ever be in a way of making one at all. 
As to Sophia, when Hartly ſhould be 
out of the way, it might be eaſy to 
manage the point with her. A young 
creature, elegantly brought up, and 
thrown on the world without a ſhilling 
there could be no difficulty. Full of 
theſe cogitations the juſtice returned to 
the Hall, where, however, he did not 
judge it proper to mention a word of 
the viſit he had paid. 

The ſame evening Sophia received a 
viſit from Mrs. Stanley, who, full of the 
benevolent project ſne had formed, was 
impatient to diſcloſe it to the amiable 
object of her friendly concern. 

„I have 
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I have a little ſcheme in my head, 
my dear Miſs Wilſon,” ſaid ſhe, as 


ſoon as the uſual compliments had 
paſſed. * Could you like to reſide with 


cc 


an old woman?“ 
« What do you mean, Ma'am?” re- 


turned Sophia, anxiouſly. © That you 


ſhall live with me, my dear, if you 
pleaſe. You know I have no children, 
and a comfortable income, which, 
though not large, is ſufficient to ſup- 
port us both. I will, therefore, 


adopt you as my child your com- 


pany will enliven my retirement, 
and who knows but when ſickneſs or 
old age ſhall demand the aid of filial 
tenderneſs, my dear adopted daughter 
will ſmooth my couch of languiſh- 
ment. 

« Oh, Madam,” cried Sophia, falling 


on her knees, and preſſing the hand of 


that worthy lady, © you are an angel, 


5 « {ent 


TFT... n 
12 + 4 7 $ 3 4 f 
— 0 I 0 k P 188 
f 7 4 1 8 1 : 1982 1 * ” or 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 43 


ſent by a kind Providence to conſole 
« my aching heart.“ 

« But do you approve the propoſal?” 

« Approve it, Madam! how is it poſ- 
« ſible for me to expreſs the grateful 
« ſenſe I have of it? Ah, where ſhould 
* a poor orphan. have found a proper 
« aſylum had not heaven inſpired you 
ce with the benign deſign ?” 

« Well, then the plan 1s ſettled,” 
returned Mrs. Stanley, tenderly preſſing 
her to her boſom, © adjuſt your affairs 
* as ſoon as poſſible, and leave this 
« houſe of ſorrow; by the end of the 
« week I think you could remove to 
e my habitation.” 

As ſoon as Mrs. Stanley had . 
her leave, Sophia fell on her knees, and, 
in 4 tranfport of gratitude, adored the 
divine Diſpoſer : events, for an in- 
ſtance of generoſity ſo unexampled and 
unlooked for. When ſhe retired to reſt, 
a kind of irrefiſtible impulſe led her to 
the 
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the chamber, where her father had 
breathed his laſt. She approached the 
bed; ſhe ſunk down at the fide of it; 
a puſh of tears relieved her ſwelling 
breaſt. © It is your virtue,” ſhe cried, 
« dear and honoured author of my 
e being—1t is your virtue, which draws 
« down bleſſings on your child—ſweeter 
« than incenſe it riſes to heaven, and 
« engages the care of a ſuperintending 
« Providence. Your tomb ſhall be the 
« altar on which I will offer my grateful 
te ſacrifice, the ſacrifice of a heart over- 
« flowing with a ſenſe of its bleſſings. 
In theſe tender effuſions of ſenſibility 
and filial affection, Sophia might be 
ſaid to have ſurpaſſed © the viſible di- 
« urnal ſphere.” She was all ſoul, and 
doubtleſs would have paſſed the night 
in theſe painfully pleafing reveries, had 
not Sally entered the room, and pre- 
vailed on her young miſtreſs to take that 
repoſe ſhe ſo greatly ſtood in need of. 
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* 


CHAPTER 


THE FORMAL VISIT. 


« T AM extremely concerned,” ſaid 

the juſtice, one morning at break- 
faſt, © at this idle connection of Hart- 
« ly's —ſomething muſt be done to 
« break it off.” 

« It will ſcarcely be practicable,” 
replied the merchant. 

« Is the girl then ſo very enchant- 
ing?“ cried Miſs Addington, peev- 
iſhly. 

« ] have been thinking,” reſumed 
the juſtice, © to ſend Hartly to town— 
« a youth of his parts ſhould not be 
*« confined to the country.” 

« And what,” ſaid the lady, “ will 
« he effect there, brother, with- 
« out a fortune? You had better, 1 


« ſhould think, contrive to ſend the 


« girl 
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« girl out of his way—he may then be 
« brought to fee the impropriety of 
« ſuch a fooliſh attachment.” 

« I agree with my brother,” added 
the merchant, ©« Hartly appears to be 
« a youth of genius, and if he could 
« be well fettled in London, might 
« ſoon be in a way to make a fortune 
« but what, alas! can a young man do 
« without friends or money?“ 

« He muſt do as well as he can,” re- 


turned the juſtice, a little fretfully— 


« but here I am reſolved he ſhall not 
« remain. As for the girl, I hear ſhe 
« has been well educated.” 

« Then I pity her,” rejoined the 
merchant—* for the evils of poverty 


ee fall with aggravated force on refined 
« minds.” 


« Moſt true,” returned his worſhip, 
« and therefore, ſiſter, I think it would 
ce be a charitable act in you to afford 
« her an aſylum, Could you not em- 
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„ ploy her in ſome eaſy office in the 
« family?“ | 

The merchant's looks gave his bro- 
ther a thouſand commendations. 

« Why, by your deſcription,” cried 
Miſs Addington, © ſhe is quite unfit to 
« be a waiting maid — 1 have no no- 
« tion of employing your people of 
« refined feelings - ſhould really be 
« 1fraid to iſſue a command, leſt it 
«ſhould ſhock the lady's ſenfibility.” 

This reply was uttered in ſo farcaſtic 
a tone, that it would have been no 
difficult matter to have defined its mo- 
tive, had not the juſtice been too much 
offended at the refuſal, to have marked 
the particular accents in which it was 
delivered. 

The merchant heard nothing of it, 
all his thoughts being wholly engroſſed 
in deviſing a plan for Hartly's future 
ſettlement in life. At laſt he had ſug- 
geſted one which promiſed much ſuc- 


cels, 


ceſs; and, impatient to reveal it to 
Hartly, he took up his hat, and walked 
out for that purpoſe. 

Miſs . Addington, fearing ſhe had 
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ſeriouſly offended her brother the juſ- 
tice, which ſhe by no means judged it 
prudent to do, told him ſhe had con- 
fidered what he had hinted, and would 
call on Miſs Wilſon, and acquaint her 


with the propoſal. 
As the Hall was not very diſtant from 
Sophia's dwelling, Miſs Addington went 


thither immediately. The ſervant girl, 
without the formality of announcing a 1 
viſitor, precipitately introduced her 
into the parlour, where Sophia was ſit- 4 
ting at her tambour frame, with Hart- 


ly reading by her ſide. 4 
We apprehend this fight was not 1 

perfectly pleaſing to the lady ;—it was 

ſome time before ſhe could aſſume 

that apparent caſe ſhe wiſhed at the 

preſent inſtant to poſſeſs ;—but recol- 

lecting 
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jecting that the lovers would probably 
enjoy but few more ſuch delicious tete- 
a- tetes, ſhe became tolerably compoſed, 
and chatted with her accuſtomed eaſe 
and vivacity.—It was not a proper time 
to diſcloſe the purport of her viſit; ſhe 
therefore contented herſelf with telling 


Sophia, that ſhe ſhould be glad to fee 


her at the Hall, on particular buſineſs, 
as ſoon as convenient. 

When Miſs Addington had retired, 
Sophia gently chid her lover for his 
non-politencſs to that lady to fay 
truth he was a little too regardleſs of 
thoſe ceremonies, which are current in 
the faſhionable world, though the 
heart has nothing to do with them: 
he deteſted vice or meanneſs, whether 
it appeared in a male or female cha- 
racter, nor could even his deference for 
the ſex, induce him to affect the ſem- 
blance of reſpect for any one, in whom 
he knew theſe qualities reſided. 

Vor. I. D But 
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But Hartly had hithertd been the 
pupil of Nature alone. I did not 
* know, Sophia,” ſaid he, that you 
« had been acquainted with Mifs Ad- 
ce dington.“ 

« Nor have I ever been, Hartly,“ 
ſhe replied—* J really cannot account 
te for the honour of this viſit.” 

*« Surely,” he rejoined, “ ſhe could 
« never hope to find food for ſcandal 
« here.“ 

« Fie, Hartly — how can you TRE 
« ſo ſeverely ?” 

Indeed, my dear Sophia, you 
ce would not accuſe me thus, if you 
« knew that lady's character as well as 
1 | 

« Well, let us ſay no more of it—I 
« will impute this viſit at leaſt to a 
ce more laudable motive.” 

« Amiable candour,” cried Hartly, 
imprinting a tender kiſs on her hand 


that was ſoft as the cygnet's down— 
te but 
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e but tell me, Sophia, when do you 
« go to Mrs. Stanley's?“ 
« Next Saturday, Hartly.“ | 


« That good lady will permit me 1 
« ſometimes to viſit yqu,” ſaid he, with | 9 
an air of anxiety mingled with hope. [9 ll 

„ Doubt it not, Hartly— ſhe has 2 

7s ; 1 
« been acquainted with our connec- 1 
« tion from its early commencement 1 
© — ſhe perfectly well knows how & 


e agreeable it was to both our fathers | 1 
— * but indeed,” added ſhe with a - 
ſmile, „I muſt not permit you to be A 
« idle — you forget that Mr. W '2 
« doubtleſs expects you in the office.” 1 
: « Oh what a tranſition,” exclaimed 4 
5 he, as he reluctantly took 5. his hat 3 
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4 to depart. | 
4 Surely, Sophia, *twould a Job provoke, | | 

To pore all day o'er Lyttleton and Coke, 

Or icribble parchment in a formal letter, | 

When love's ſoft themes wou'd ſuit my taſte | 

much better, | 
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“Go, go,” cried ſhe ſmiling - “ you 
te are a ſtrange creature!” 

Sophia being naturally of an active 
diſpoſition, and extremely aſſiduous in 
any thing ſhe took in hand, had ſoon 
adjuſted her affairs, and the Saturday 
following, Sally conveyed her trunks, 
&c. to the houſe of Mrs. Stanley.— 
At this hoſpitable manſion ſhe was re- 
ceived with the warmeſt marks of af- 
fection ;— that good lady omitted no- 
thing that might baniſh reſtraint, and 
induce her fair companion to conſider 
herſelf at home.—She took her hand, 
and with a kind of good-natured pride, 
ſhewed her the apartment ſhe had got 
fitted up for her reception. 

It will remind you, my dear,” ſaid 
ſhe, © of the prophet's room mentioned 
« in the book of Kings; for, like that, 
* jt contains little more than a bed, a 
« table, and a ſtool.” | 
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However, the furniture was all diſ- 
poſed in that ſimple elegance of ſtyle, 
which ſuited the refined taſte of So- 
phia : — the bed was of white cotton 
fringed—the toilette prettily ornament- 
ed with artificial flowers, and the walls 
adorned with ſome excellent paint- 
ings. N 

« Here, my love,” ſaid Mrs. Stan- 
ley, (leading her into a pleaſant cloſet 
adjoining) “ you will retire, when fa- 
e tigued with the chit chat of narra- 
* tive old age: — for your entertain- 
te ment, as I know you like reading, 
« ſee,” (pointing to a handſome book 
caſe) © I have procured you ſome friends, 
« the brilliancy of whole di ſcourſe will 
% make up for the dulneſs of mine.“ 

« My beloved benefactreſs,” cried 
Sophia, “how you overwhelm me with 
« your goodneſs !—but indeed you muſt 
« not conclude me ſo ungrateful, as to 
«* ſuppoſe I can ever tire in your com- 
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*« pany do not, Madam, wound me 
« again with expreſſions ſuch as theſe.” 

« Pardon me, my dear, (embracing 
« her) if I have inadvertently made you 


* unealy—I know you are all that is 


« good and amiable. — You perceive,” 
continued ſhe, wiſhing to wave a ſub- 
ject which had given pain to one ſhe 
ſo entirely loved“ you perceive I have 
left the walls of this little apartment 
„ wholly unadorned—tor I plainly fore- 
« ſee it will not be long e'er they are 
« decorated with ſome elegant draw- 
« ings of yqur own; and, for my part, 
J ſhall take a far greater pleaſure in 
« viewing the productions of your fine 
« fancy, than in contemplating the 
ce works of the moſt eminent maſters. 
« Oh, my good friend, how partial does 
« your benevolence render you ! Be- 
ce ljeve me, Madam, if I ever wiſh to 
cc be extolled, it will be for the warmth 


A 


« of my gratitude to the beſt of. wo- 
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« men— there I confeſs my ambition 
« catches fire.” 

« You muſt not, my Sophia, over- 
« rate the trifling favours I may confer, 
« _—Remember the divine Milton tells 
« s, that 


“ A grateful mind, by owing owes not.“ 
CHAPTER VIL 


NO PLOT WITHOUT A CONFIDANTE. 


| SOU days had ſerenely glided away 
before Sophia recollected the invi- 
tation of Miſs Addington. On mention- 
ing it to Mrs. Stanley, that lady was of 
opinion ſhe ought not to delay the 
viſit. Accordingly, the next morning, ſhe 
proceeded to the Hall, and was imme- 
diately uſhered, into the parlour, where 
Miſs Addington was fitting with the 
D 4 juſtice 
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Juſtice and the merchant. Thoſe who 
recollect the etiquette which people of 
ſome rank deem it highly neceflary to 
obſerve in their interviews with people 
of no rank, will not be ſurprized that 
Miſs Addington did not riſe from her 
ſeat at the entrance of one whoſe pre- 
ſent ſituation ſhe conſidered ſo vaſtly 
beneath her. The natural urbanity of 
the merchant rendered him one of the A 
politeſt men in the univerſe. He in- 5 
ſtantly aroſe, and led Sophia to a chair; 
as for the juſtice, he judged it proper 
not to ſeem to have any recollection of o% 
her perſon. A behaviour ſo extraordi- 4 
nary, after the friendly ſtile in which he 
had addreſſed, her in his late viſit, ex- 
tremely diſconcerted her. 

Mis Wilſon,” ſaid Miſs Adding- 
ton, with her uſual hauteur, © I pity the 
« fituation to which I find you are re- 
« duced, and would wiſh to render you 
« any aſſiſtance in my power.” 


Sophia 
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Sophia bowed—the merchant's eyes 
were riveted upon her. Is this, thought 
he, the young creature I have been 
taught to conſider as undeſerving the 
affections of Hartly? Good God! 
what elegance in her figure, what ſen- 
ſibility in her countenance, in air and 
manner ſo intereſting. I can no longer 
diſapprove hrs choice. 

« If you chuſe to accept a place in 
de this family,“ continued Miſs Adding- 
ton, © I will endeavour to provide you 
« one. Can you pet up ſmall linen, 
child?“ | 

Sophia, without replying to the inter- 
rogatory, anſwered, that ſhe was in- 
finitely obliged by her Kind intentions, 
but ar preſent the was happily fituated 
with Mrs. Stanley. She then, ſoon after, 
with an air of inimitable grace, retired. 
'The merchant attended her to the door, 
and bade her good morrow, with a look 


and accent that ſufficiently expreſſed 
D; how 
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how warmly he was intereſted in her 
favour. 
The juſtice was extremely mortified 


at this diſappointment of his ſcheme. 


He had pleaſed his imagination with 
the profpect of having under his own 
roof the lovely girl who had made fo 
deep an- impreſſion on his heart, in 
which ſituation he doubted not of ac- 
compliſhing whatever his baſe hopes 
had ſuggeſted. | 

« wiſh from my ſoul,” cried the 


- merchant, that fortune had been 


“ kinder to theſe young lovers—they 

« are certainly worthy of each other.” 
Miſs Addington bit her lip, and 

coloured exceſſively. 

Mr. Wilſon,” continued he, « muſt 

have been an amiable character; his 


« death ſeems generally regretted.” 


« Yes,” returned the juſtice, peeviſh- 
ly, © an heretical dog;-—Why, Sir, he 
Was 
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was what my good neighbour, the 
rector, calls an Arian.” 

* Whatever his ſpeculative opinioris 
were, I am convinced he muſt have 
been a perſon of excellent morals.” » 
„That I deny—you may as well tell 
me that a foul ſtream yields ſweet 
water,—Aye, I remember that is a 
fine ſimile of the doctor's—I am quite 

of his opinion, that when a man holds 
a belief which is contrary to ſound 
orthodoxy, he can never poſſeſs a 
grain of merit.—An Arian, I deteſt 
them No, Sir, though ſuch an one 
gave his body to be burnt, or beſtow- 
ed his goods to feed the poor, I could 
not allow him to have charity, or 


any one of the moral virtues.” 
Then you and the doctor differ 


« widely from my ſentiments, brother,” 
returned the merchant, exceſſively hurt 
at the contracted ſcale of theſe ſenti- 
ments. 
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As ſoon as Miſs Addington was alone 
ſhe rang for her favourite Betty.. - 

« This fooliſh affair, ſaid ſhe, © has 
4 ended fortunately at laſt. — Thou 
« kneweſt the odd ſcheme my brother 
« had ſuggeſted, of taking that frightful 
* chir into the tamily.—Indeed I never 3 
« would have conſented to it, had it 
« not been with the view of keeping 
her out of Hartly's way.— The boy 


* F WIS _ rs Fo 3.4 Ede ue 2 4, 
Ur , EEE wt © . n 
2 als « ROSS 4 Sis ag» 3 N AT Seal 0 ©. E 
ch - ">... * 11 n mY k , a 
RAS Ks "I S 7 
5 „ N j 


4A « vill be ruined, that is certain.” 


« To be ſure, Madam, it would be- 
beſt to part them and, to ſay truth, 
« Mr. Hartly is too godd for ſuch a 
* doll”: | 
« He is well enough, I think, and if 
% he mult have been telling his love- 
« tales, why, I ſhould ſuppoſe” (draw- 
ing herſelf up, and looking in the glaſs) 
te there were others to whom he might ; 
« have addreſſed them.” | 
« It I was in your place, . Ma'am,” « 
ſaid the confidante, who now began more 
fully 
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fully to comprehend her miſtreſs, 1 


40 


10 


would en the match at all 
events.” 


« Prevent it—ſure thou doſt not ſup- 
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cc 


cc 
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140 


«rc 


poſe it is any buſineſs of mine.—But 
what, Bet, could Ido in the matter?” 
« Why, Ma'am, urge his worſhip 
to ſend * young man out of the 
country.” 
« Young man—and why not young 
gentleman ? Thou knoweſt he is bat 
by birth, at leaſt. —- My brother, 
indeed, has talked of ſuch a meaſure 
but then, I ſuppoſe, they would be 
eternally ſcribbling to each other.” 
« Oh, as for that, T warrant he would 
ſoon be tired of writing. But, Ma'am, 
who do you think 1s come home?” 
Who?” impatiently, 
« Farmer Brown's daughter from the 
great boarding ſchool by London, 
and ſuch a fright they ſay her head 
« will 
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« will ſcarce go into a tia then 
« her hoop.” 

« Hoop! oh I expire at is thought.” 
Les, Ma'am, a hoop too - but the 
« farmer, I hear, made her, take it off, 
« though ſorely againſt her will.” 

] poſitively, Bet, muſt ſee the crea- 
« ture, to have ſome diverſion—go you; 
and invite her to drink tea with me to- 
te morrow.“ | , 

« Law, Ma'am! ſure you but jeſt.” : 

« Tam ferious ; the country is ſo dull | 
« that I want a new ſubject for ridicule- 
Land, doſt hear, call on Miſs Hooper; 7 
« and tell her I muſt ſee her at the fame 
« time.—ohe. has charming talents for 
« ſatire—we ſhall have a delicious treat. 

" Be ſure, Bet, you do not forget 
« my orders.” | 
« No, Ma'am,” ſaid the confidante, 

withdrawing. 
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CHAPTER Vin. 


" SCHOOL -FOR SCANDAL. 


* 


LTHOUGH we would on all 
occaſions ftrenuouſly recommend 
the proper cultivation of the youthful 
mind, we cannot but lament the per- 
verſe ideas which ſome parents ſeem to 
entertain on the ſubject. For inſtance, 
let us ſuppoſe a harmleſs couple, bred in 
the lower walks of life, and employing 
the greateſt part of their lives in ſcrap- 
ing up a fortune; utterly diſqualified 
themſelves for inftilling the rudiments 
of knowledge in the tender mind, the 
girl is ſuffered to remain in ſhameful . 
ignorance till ſhe attain the age of 
fourteen or fifteen years. Make your 
daughter a good houſe-wife, ſays Pru- 
dence, initiate her into the knowledge 
of. domeſtic duties, and teach her to 
£ | move 
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move with reſpect and happineſs in your 
own ſphere. No, ſays Vanity, give her 
an education ſuitable to the fortune you 
are enabled to give her. And, accord- 
ingly, Miſs is ſent to a faſhionable board- 
ing ſchool, where her companions are 
chiefly of genteel rank: here not a 
particle of uſeful knowledge is expect- 
ed to be acquired. The mind at that 
period is moſt capable of impreſſions; 
it was a perfect vacuum before, but ſoon 
becomes the receptacle of pride, vanity, 
and affectation. If the young lady learns,” 
as Shakeſpear expreſſes it, ? 


To paint, to ogle, and nick-name heaven's. 
« creatures,” 


1 


the important end of education is 
anſwered. Do not you think, Ma'am, 
my daughter is wonderfully improved? 
is the Anterrogatory of my good dame; 
nor does ſhe perceive her miſtake till 


me finds her daughter utterly diſquali- 
| fied 
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fied for any of the amiable purpoſes of 
domeſtic life; inceſſantly purſuing her 
darling folly at the expence of ſober 
happineſs, perhaps of virtue too. 

Mr. and Mrs. Brown were exactly the 
people we have deſcribed ; plain, good 
kind of folks, who had acquired a hand- 
ſome fortune by dint of long and labori- 
ous induſtry. Caroline, their only child, 
was a 'girl of a paſſable underſtanding, 
which, properly cultivated, would have 
rendered her a valuable woman. It may 
reaſonably be conjectured her heart was 
not more improved than her head. 
Indeed it was the repoſitory of every il- 
liberal ſentiment and ungenerous diſpo- 
fition. However, her character will 
fully appear in the courſe of theſe me- 
moirs ; and we think ſome little ſketch 
of it may be diſcerned in the follow- 
ing breakfaſt ſcene. | 

Mr. Brown, looking at his watch. & Paſt 
« ten o clock—Caroline, Caroline, why 

« do 
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« do not you come down to break- 
. 

Mrs, Brown, © Be quiet, Mr. Brown, 
« ſhe is coming as ſoon as ſhe is 
« dreſſed.” 

Mr. Brown. * Dreſſed! what a plague 
« does the girl take ſo much time in 
« dreſſing? — why, would not a Clean 
* night cap do?” 

Mrs. Brown. Ho ſilly you talk, 
« Farmer Brown. Do you think Caroline 
* has been ſo long at ſchool to come 
« down ſtairs in a night-cap at laſt?” - 


Euter Miſs Brown, genteely dreſſed in a 


large French nigbi-cap, bell-hoop, Sc. 


Miſs Brown. © Law, papa what a 
« noiſe you keep—you really have given 
« me the head-ache.” 

Mr. Brown. © Why, hare; love, do 
« not you think I want my breakfaſt 
« after being out in the cold wind ſo 

of many 


5 


* have we a parlour for?“ 


« broth makes me really ſick. Giles, 
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© many hours ?—Come make the tea, 
« child.” 

Miſs Brown to her mother. © Dear 
« madam, when will you ſet aſide this 
« bdious old-faſhioned tea-pot, and get 
« one ſomething more in the modern 
« ſtyle ?—I can't think (looking about 
« her with diſcontent) why we muft 
te always breakfaſt in the kitchen; what 


Mr. Brown. © Kitchen, adzooks ! 
« your mother and I ſhould not have 
te picked up our money, if we had al- 
« ways fat in the parlour, let me tell 
« you.“ 

Miſs Brown. © But dear Sir, theſe 
« odious ſcrvants to fit cloſe at one's el- 
« bow — I proteſt the effluvia of their 


« in an affected tone) do for heaven's ſake 
« take thoſe frightful nails out of your 
« thoes—they actually grate my nerves.” 

| Ciel. 
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Giles. © So I will, Miſs Carry, if you 


« will find me in ſhoes—Ah, you did 
« not find fault with my ſhoes, when I 
« uſed to carry you in my arms about 
« the fields.” 

Miſs Brown. © Impertinent creature! 
te thus it happens when one are obliged 
te to converſe with the canaille.“ 

Mr. Brown, Come, come, Giles is 
tan honeſt ſervant, and has helped me 
* to get many a guinea—you muſt not 
« deſpiſe old Giles, my dear.” 

Miſs Brawn. © Deſpiſe him, papa— 
« no— but then theſe people ſhould be 
« taught to keep their diſtance—well I 
« know, if I am ever the miſtreſs of a 
« family, I will never fit down in the 
« kitchen.” 

Mr. Brown. * Then you will never 
get as much money as your father, 
« child—I-promiſe ye.” 

Here a loud rap at the door ſent Miſs 
Caroline haſtily up ſtairs, for ſhe would 
on 
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on no account have been found in the 
kitchen. She was ſoon #followed by 
her mother, who exclaimed as ſhe en- 
tered the room — ©« Well, who ſhould 
« have thought it, Caroline—here 1s 
« Miſs Addington's maid come to invite 
« you to the Hall—'tis mighty ſtrange, 
« good lack.” 

« Not ſtrange in the leaſt, Madam 
« your genteel people will always pay 


% one proper reſpect—but is ſhe in the 


« parlour ?” 

« No, your father is talking with her 
« in the kitchen.” 

Ny AY, papa, is always ſo provok- 
« ing. | 

After ſhaking a little more. powder 
into her hair, Miſs Brown moved with 


ſuitable dignity down ſtairs, where Mrs. 
Betty delivered her lady's meſſage in 


due form. Caroline began to ſearch 
* a card to return her compliments 


her, 


Proper ſtile, but her father telling 
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her, that Mrs. Betty would not forget 
her anſwer, the waiting woman was 
ſuffered to depart, but not before the 
honeſt farmer had preſſed her to taſte 
1 | his wife's cordial, which Miſs Brown 
4 afterwards aſſured him was abſolutely 
$i pj autre, and begged in future he would 
4 lay aſide ſuch vulgar cuſtoms. 
F In ſhort, the fine-lady airs of Miſs 
Caroline, often put the good man ſo 
=_ much out of his way, that he began to 
= 4 | feel very uncomfortably, and heartily to 
| i wiſh ſhe had never been ſent to a 
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_ boarding- ſchool. His furniture had AF 
=. undergone an entire alteration, not much Ml 
: to his ſatisfaction; nor we conceive to 
the taſte of a diſcerning ſpectator, who 

would probably have thought the old- 

— faſhioned furniture far more ſuitable to 
the antiquity of the dwelling; which | 

L: was an old ruined Gothic manſion, that 9 | 
two or three centuries ago had doubt- 

leſs been the reſidence of the lord of 4 
the 
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the manor.— Upon entering the houſe; 
you were put in mind of a venerable 


ſtatue on an old monument, habited in 


the dreſs of a modern beau.— The old 
oak table, which rivalled the poliſh of 
a mirror, was removed for a mahogany 
card table—the braſs ornaments of the 
chimney piece were intermingled with 
china jars, and in the parlour was 
placed a modern ſtove; the ſmall pro- 
portion, however, which it bore to the 
enormous ſize of the chimney corner, 
induced the ſhivering gueſt to wiſh 
again for the crackling faggot, and the 
blazing hearth. Mifs Brown had ſtrong 
objections to the beſt bedſtead, but 
the farmer would by no means conſent 
to its removal, it having been in the 
poſſeſſion of his great grandfather, and 
was indecd a venerable piece of antt- 


quity, as the Gothic figures on its maſſy 


pillars ſufficiently evinced; all there- 


fore that Caroline could effect, was 


the 


C 7 _— 
_ 


_ ** y J * r watt! 8 
f a : Ca ne tha x Cone GE 
a * 2 b : . is my n 7 
4 jd - 7 4 * 
on 5 = e may - 
— — ITE te OP TS 01G FC Ger a 
e 

ad * you 9 * 


— 


\ 5 * 


9 


72 EDWARD AND sopHIA. 


the hanging around it a ſet of elegant 
chints curtains.— The garden alſo was 
deſtined to ſuſtain ſome marks of the 
young lady's taſte—ſhe inſiſted on hav- 
ing an alcove, but as her father would 
not conſent to the demolition of the 
kitchen garden, which he wiſely judged 
of the moſt utility, the approach to this 
modern pavilion was through a narrow 
alley, bounded on either fide by leeks, 
coleworts, beans, &c. &c.— In ſhort, 
wherever you turned an eye, ſtriking 
marks of the ridiculous appeared ; and 
even Theocritus, the weeping philoſo- 
pher, could ſcarcely have reſtrained his 
riſible faculties, had he beheld this 
laughable jumble of abſurdity. 

We may he certain Miſs Brown did 
not tail of attending at the Hall on the 
appointed time, as little can it be doubt- 
ed that her efforts were employed in 
decking out her perſon with all the or- 
naments of taſte and finery.—As nothing 
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material happened in the courſe of the 
viſit, we will paſs it over only obſerv- 
ing, that Miſs Hooper having alſo duly 
attended the invitation, that lady and 
Miſs Addington enjoyed a moſt delici- 


9 ous evening after Caroline's departure, 
1 in expatiating on her dreſs, behaviour, 


and perſon ; the latter being extremely 
plain, entitled her to a high degree of 


: favour from both, and they determined | 
| on making her, whoſe abilities and ac- | 
f quirements they ſaw no reaſon to dread, | 

3 one of their ſelect parties. | 
a It is abſolutely neceſſary for thoſe 1 
who would live at peace with the world, | 


to be totally diveſted of any accompliſh- 
ments either of mind or perſon, that 


are capable of attracting its envy ;— 
'Y ſhould the contrary be the cafe, let 
chem not flatter themſelves with the 


z hope of quarter—ſuch is their deſtiny 
5 and the fates have ſaid it, that 


Y 
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<« Be they as chaſte as ice, as pure as ſnow, 
« They ſhall not eſcape calumny.“ 


They will be ſure to meet with a Mifs 
Hooper, whoſe breath (indeed that of 
Miſs Hooper was not very agrecable, 
yet 1t was the fragrance of Arabia, com- 
pared to that which ſometimes iſſued 
from her lips) we mean the breath of 
ſcandal—like the deadly effluvia of a 
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peſtilence, diſcoloured every object on 
| which it blew. : 
CHAPIEAR IX. 


PROPOSAL FOR AN ASIATFIC TRIP. 


HE firſt time Sophia ſaw Hartly 

after her attendance at the Hall, 
ſhe informed him of the propoſal then 
made her. 


« You 
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« You look ſurprized, Hartly,“ added 
ſhe— is there any thing ſo very ſtrange 
in this affair?“ 


« Yes, by heaven, my Sophia, there 


« is—to me 'tis paſſing ſtrange, that 


« Miſs Addington ſhould be capable of 
« concerting the benefit of one, who 
« ſhe muſt mortally hate for being her 
« ſuperior in beauty—'tis inexplicable, 
« nor can I think the ſcheme entirely 
« her own.“ | 
« You forget, Hartly, that the com- 
« pliment you extravagantly pay me, 


ce mult, if it be a juſt one, reflect ho- 


© nour on the lady—go, go, you are 
« too ſevere.” 

« Believe me, Sophia, I had rather 
« you ſhould ſuſpect my judgment than 
« my candour ; and therefore I aſk 
« Miſs Addington's pardon.” 

« Though you reſolve to perſiſt in 
« your ſentiments of her,” ſaid Sophia, 
laughing 
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« Do, my dear girl, oblige me with 
« playing that ſweet air you did the 
te other day.” 
« Can you enough ſhake off your 
« ſpleen to ſing ?” 
Hartly immediately hummed the firſt 


couplet of 


6 If love's a ſoit paſſion, &c.“ 


but his voice was accompanied with a 
look of inexpreſſible tenderneſs. 

« Very well,” cried ſne — I ſee you 
te are docile—reach me the guitar.“ 

In the midſt of this ſcene of love and 
harmony, who ſhould paſs by but Miſs 


Hooper? As they were fitting in an ar- 


bour, ſhe had a complete view of them 
over the hawthorn hedge that bounded 
the garden. The emotions ſhe felt ar 
this diſcovery, reſembled thoſe betrayed 
by Cain, when, as drawn by the pen 
of Geſner, he painfully witneſſed the 


endearments of Abel and Thirza.— The 
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ſame day ſhe repaired to Miſs Adding- 
ton, and informed her of the extreme 
imprudence of Mrs. Stanley, in per- 
mitting an idle young fellow to waſte 
his time in ſo improper a manner, 
when he ought to be following his 
ſtudies at home. 

« Yes, yes,“ returned Miſs Addington, 
with a malicious ſneer, Mrs.. Stan- 
« ley's is a moſt convenient meeting 
% houſe on ſuch occaſions.” 

It has been already obſerved, that 
the merchant was ſtrongly prejudiced 
in favour of Sophia—he therefore took 
an opportunity of calling at Mrs. Stan- 
ley's, with a view to acquire a further 
acquaintance with that amiable young 
lady ; and alſo to learn ſomething of 
her ſentiments reſpecting Hartley, whoſe 
ſuit he was determined to promote to 
the utmoſt of his power. — When he 
entered the parlour, bath the ladies 
were ſitting at the work table. There 
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was a frankneſs in his addreſs that ba- 
niſhed at once all ſuperfluous formality. 
— Sophia regarded him as a friend, to 
- whom ſhe might freely untold the ſe- 
crets of her heart, and ſhe anſwered all 
his enquiries with an openneſs which 
greatly augmented his good opinion 
of her. 5 

« Mrs. Stanley,” ſaid he, © I confeſs I 
*« feel myſelf actuated by a kind of pa- 
« ternal regard for this young and un- 
* fortunate couple, and refolve on con- 
« tributing all in my power towards 
* eſtabliſhing them gentecly.” 

Sophia's face was covered with bluſhes 
— pretending to want ſomething in the 
next room, ſhe aroſe, and went out, 
chuſing rather to hear the friendly ſen- 
timents of the merchant from the mouth 
of her friend, than to witneſs a conver- 
ſation which could not but be painful 
to a mind ſo delicate as her own. 

« Your 
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« Your generous reſolution, Sir, re- 
plied Mrs. Stanley, “does honour to 
« your feelings - I am convinced the 
« young people have a moſt refined at- 
« fection for cach other—it commenced 
ce jn their early youth, and received the 
« warmeſt ſanction of both their pa- 
« rents—at. that time indeed, old Mr. 
« Hartly thought the fortune he ſhould 
*« leave his ſon would be abundantly 
« ſufficient for them both—when at his 
« death it appeared that his circum- 
« ſtances were ſo very indifferent. Mr. 
« Wilſon, ſo far from deeming young 
« Hartly's want of fortune an excuſe for 
e prohibiting his viſits to his daughter, 
« that, perhaps indeed with more gene- 
« roſity than prudence, he encouraged 
« the connection as much as ever; and 
* would often ſay, as they both knelt 
before him, or ſat on either fide his 
« elbow chair— Fortune, my children, 


« has not done you juſtice— but Provi- 


E 4 « dence, 
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« dence, I hope, will bleſs your union 
« the comforts of life are attainable by 
te the hand of induſtry.” 

The merchant was affected — he 
walked towards the window, and took 
a pinch of inuft. | 

« They muſt—they ſhall be united,” 
ſaid he warmly — © 'twere impious to 
* part them. However, Mrs. Stanley, I 
* dare ſay you agree with me, that 
* their marriage muſt not take place, 
« till Hartly is in ſome view of an 
« eſtabliſhment.” 

* Certainly I do,” ſhe . and 
« can aſſure you, Sir, that the young 
« folks have not the remoteſt intention 
tt of ſo imprudent a meaſure.” 

« ] am ſatisfied, Madam—1t ſhall be 
« my care to effect ſomething towards 
« it mean time JI am exceedingly re- 
« joiced, that the amiable Sophia has 
« met with ſo eligible an aſylum as your 
« home will afford her. — Your gene- 
rous 
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« rous conduct, Madam, on this occa- 
« ſion, muſt inſpire the admiration of 
« every benevolent heart.“ 

Mrs. Stanley bowed, and Sophia 
coming into the room, they began 


chatting on different ſubjects.—After 


the merchant's departure, Mrs. Stanley 
related what he had ſaid, to that grate- 
ful girl, who could only expreſs the 
ſenſe ſhe had of his goodneſs by her 
tears. 

The juſtice, more than ever intent 
on ſeparating the two lovers, reſolved 
to give Hartly a ſevere lecture on the 
ſubject; and for that purpoſe ſent him 
an invitation one day to dine with him. 
— On his arrival at the Hall half an 
hour before dinner time, he was re- 
ceived by his guardian with the utmoſt 
coldneſs — however, the friendly atten- 
tion of the good merchant amply atoned 
for the mortifying indifference of his 
worſhip, - When the cloth was removed, 
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the juſtice began with much ſolemnity 
to harangue on the imprudence of early 
marriages, and proceeded to queſtion 
Hartly, with much ſeverity, reſpecting 
his attachment to Miſs Wilſon.—Hartly 
would gladly have been excuſed attend- 
ing a lecture of that kind; yet, when 
thus called on to avow his ſentiments, 
he thought it incumbent on him to de- 
clare them candidly and firmly. — He 
acknowledged his reſpect for Miſs Wil- 
ſon; a reſpect authorized by both their 
parents that lady had condeſcended to 
receive his addreſfes, and, as long as 
ſhe permitted him that honour, his beſt 


affections ever would be devoted to her. 


— As to fortune, 'twas true he could 
boaſt none, but he had youth, he had 
health ; and would therefore, by the ex- 


ertion of an honeſt induſtry, endeavour 


to obtain the means of their mutual 
ſupport — nor did he doubt but Provi- 
dence would favour his withes, He con- 

cluded 
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cluded by aſſuring his worſhip, that 
he eſteemed himſelf reſtrained by every 
tie of honour, from ſoliciting the hap- 


pineſs of Sophia's hand, before fortune 


ſhould have placed him in a ſituation to 
deſerve it. 

Noble boy!” cried the merchant, 
charmed with the freedom and genero- 
lity of his ſentiments. 

Miſs Addington ſmiled ineffable con- 
tempr—while the juſtice, highly diſ- 
pleaſed, told him he ſpoke only the 
language of romance—that his obſti- 
nacy would be its own puniſhment 
and added, in a peremptory tone, that 
if he did not reſolve to break off ſo 
fooliſh a connection, he would aſſuredly 
withdraw from him his favor and af- 


te 1 1011 . 


By the emphaſis with which theſe two 
words were accompanied, a ftranger. 
would have ſuppoſed the young man 
had received ſome eminent marks of 

both— 
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both—we know of none, however, ex- 
cept the releaſing him from the weight 
of about three thouſand pounds, the 
remnant of his patrimonial inheritance, 
may be conſidered as ſuch. 

As ſoon as the juſtice had delivered 
the above menace, he withdrew, highly 
enraged, The merchant, taking Hartly 
into the garden, queſtioned him con- 
cerning his journey to the metropolis, 
which the juſtice intended ſhould ſhort- 
ly take place. 


The poor youth could draw no very 


ſanguine expectations from the meaſure. 
He was about to be launched into the 
world; left to provide for himſelf, with- 
out friends, without money ; 1t was an 
unpromiſing proſpect. But I will. do 
what I can,” ſaid he, firmly. 

« You do not like the ſtudy of the 
« law, I think, my lad.” 

Not paſſionately, Sir.“ 

Should 
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« Should you prefer a voyage to 
« India?” e 

At the very mention of India, that 
mine of affluence, poor Hartly's heart 
bounded. In an inſtant he beheld hs 
dear Sophia elevated to the height of 
Aſiatic ſplendour ; the idea diffuſed a 
gleam of tranſport over his counte- 
nance. 

« I perceive you would,” ſaid the 
merchant, © and will, therefore, write to 
«© a friend in-town, who has - intereſt 
« enough I believe to procure for you 
« an appointment in the Company's 
« ſervice.” 

Hartly thanked him in the warmeſt 
terms, and retired elate with the moſt 
lively ſatisfaction. 

The merchant perfarmed all he had 
promiſed, and, by the aſſiſtance of his 
friend, ſoon obtained him a lucrative 
appointment. As the ſhips were not 
expected to fail before the expiration of 
a couple 
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a couple of months, we will leave the 
hero of our tale to entertain his beloved 
Sophia with the flattering proſpects that 
now opened to his vip. 


CHATTER £4. 


THE DISASTER OF FOLLY-> 


M SS Addington, as has been ſaid, 
having no reaſon to dread a rival- 

ſhip either of wit or beauty in Caroliné 
Brown, affected a moſt violent regard 
for her, and generally engaged her in 
all her familiar parties. It is needleſs to 
ſay how flattering ſuch a diſtinction 
muſt be to a girl of Caroline's vanity; 
but it only ſerved to place her foibles 
in a more ridiculous light, and furniſh 
an exquite fund of diverſion to that 
ſatirical lady; too copious, indeed, to 
be confined to her own breaſt, and ſhe, 
W therefore, 
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therefore, generouſly contrived for as 
many of her friends as ſhe could to 
have a ſhare of it. 

From this motive it was, that on a 
particular time, when a large party of 
the neighbouring gentry were expected 
to dine at the Hall, Miz Addington, to 
her brother's great aſtoniſhment, in- 
ſiſted that the Browns ſhould alſo be 
invited. The merchant told her, that 
the proper ſelsction of company was a 
point to which the ' miſtreſs of a houſe 
ſhould always ſcrupulouſly attend ; 
ce otherwiſe,” ſaid he, “ you cannot ex- 
« pect to find a free and unreſtrained 
% converſation animate your table.“ 

This obſervation, though undoubted- 
ly a good one, had no effect on Miſs Ad- 
dington, who hoped to ſee the mirth of 
one part of the company enkindled by 
the embarraſſment of the other, and, 
therefore, having got the juſtice's con- 
ſent to what he called her odd whim, 

a card 
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a card was diſpatched that contained 
ſomething to the following purpoſe. 
Mr. and Miſs Addington preſent 
compliments to Mr. Mrs. and Miſs 
Brown, and entreat the favour of their 
company at a friendly dinner, Wedneſ- 
day next. No excuſes will be admitted, 
Mr. Brown concluded they were in- 
vited to what the card literally ex- 
preſſed, 7. e. a friendly dinner; and, as 
he had often {ſmoked a pipe with the 
juſtice, did not heſitate to accept the 


invitation.— The intervening time was” 


employed by Caroline in making the 
neceſſary preparations for ſo important 
a vitit—and we will take the ſame op- 
portunity to introduce to the reader part 
of the company that was expected at 
the Hall, it being impoſſible for us to 
find time for that ceremony when they 
ſhall be all aſſembled. 

Sir George Wolmar and his lady, 
poſſeſſed a handſome feat a few miles 
diſtant 
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diſtant from the Hall both your peo- 
ple of the ton they were accompanied 
by their ſon, who was juſt returned from 
making the grand tour; and had done 
his country the honour to import a con- 
ſiderable ſhare of foreign abſurdity, by 
way of augmenting the vaſt ſtock ſhe 
has for half a century been accumu- 
lating, through the induſtry of theſe her 
indefatigable children. 

Mr. and Mrs. Forſter, both truly 
well-bred people—the two Miſs An- 
crams, finiſhed coquettes, and about 
half a ſcore petit maitres. We ought 
more particularly to mention a Mr. 
Sydney, whom Cupid had ſent on an 
errand to Miſs Addington—no, reader, 
we miſtook —'twas Plutus ſent him, as 
we have been credibly informed; for as 
this gentleman had long depended on 
chance for a ſupport, he concluded ſuch 
a ſum as that lady was poſſeſſed of 
would be a defirable acquiſition. As for 

the 
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the charms of a ſpiteful old maid, he 
thought they might be thrown into the 
ſcale, ſhould there be an ounce or two 
deficiency in the weight of the metal. 

The rector of courſe was among the 
number for he would have thought it 
extremely odd to have been left out at 
a veniſon feaſt. 

At length the day arrived“ the great 
* the important day” on which Miſs 
Brown was prepared to fhine with 
amazing eclat. Mr. Brown, quite out 
of patience at the immoderate time ap- 
propriated to perſonal decorations, ſat 
out before his wife and daughter; who, 
as ſoon as they were equipped, ordered 
Giles to draw up the carriage. 

Now this carriage was a frightful 
old-faſhioned ſingle horſe chair, that 


had occupied a ſolitary corner of a 


coach-painter's court yard during the 
period of half a ſcore years, in which 


time it could never ſo far attract the 
notice 
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notice of a ſpectator, as to induce him 
to enquire its price; till at laſt Mrs. 
Brown, at the earneſt requeſt of her 
daughter, purchaſed this curious vehicle. 
— The ravages of time were indeed ra- 
ther conſpicuous on its form, which a 
neighbouring carpenter had for ſome 
preceding days been employed in re- 
pairing. —He had bruſhed it over with 
a little redding, uſed at the farm for the 


purpoſe of marking ſheep—the leather. 


of the head had been oiled, and in 
ſhort, the venerable machine made quite 
a ſpruce appearance. 

Miſs Brown walked to the ſtable, and 
ſingled out a long-tailed colt to draw 
it; but honeſt Giles aſſured her, that 
he would infallibly overfet it, and ſtrong- 
ly recommended old Bobadill, who had 
been long uſed to the plough, and had 
but one fault—that of being lame in 
the ſhoulder—except his heels being of 
an enormous fize, —Bobadill was there- 
fore 
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fore cropped and combed, when, oh ſad * 
to relate not a ſoul had once thought 4 
on the harneſs— none was therefore to [; 
be found. — Giles, whoſe heart was as 1 
much ſet on the buſineſs as that of his 
young miſtreſs, undertook to remedy 
the matter; and accordingly, by the help 
of thongs, ropes, and the cart tackle, 
had confined the gay old beaſt to the 
chaiſe—the ladies aſcended — oft they 1 
fat, Jehu- like — Whip and crack — but # 
ſcarce had they gone five yards, when 
the triumphal car made an inclination- 45 
to one ſide, for overſet it could not, ſo 
circumſcribed was the road by prodi- 44 
gious banks—but the wheel was broke 743 
to pieces. — © What is to be done?” 
cried Caroline to Gyles, who trudged 
after -* ſure never any thing was ſo 
« unlucky.” 

« I have a thought,” returned the 
faithful ploughman—the wheel of our 
« dung cart will fit it exactly.” 

Heavens 
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« Heavens ! exclaimed ſhe - do you 
« think I would go to the Hall in ſuch a 
« diſgraceful manner?“ 

« We can get out,” ſaid her mother, 
« at the corner of the park, and ſo no 
« one will ſee us.” 

This thought reconciled the young 
lady to the meaſure—the cart wheel was 
brought up, and affixed to the chaiſe. 

Get up, Bobby,” cried Giles, puſn- 
ing behind—< get up my old fellow.” 

Up gets Bobby, and off they go once 
more.—Ye little Genii, be propitious ! 
— fit ſome of you on the broad cart 


wheel on one fide, and ſome of you 


on the chaiſe wheel on the other fide— 
two or three get upon the ropes that 
they yield not —and be ſure, obſerve 
the old thongs, that they do their duty. 
—'T;s done —and nowW— 


Oh you bodileſs beings—you forgot 
to notice old Bobadill, not a ſtep fur- 
ther will he go.—“ Get up, Bobby 

« whew, 
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« whew, whew, whiſtles Giles. — 
Hang me,” cries Bobby, © if I ſtir 
« a ſtep'— 

« Confound the old beaſt,” | cried Miſs 
Caroline, half mad with vexation. 

« Whip him up, rejoined Mrs. 
Brown. 

« Laus, Miſtreſs,” returned Giles, 
« you may as well beat upon our barn 
« floor at home, as upon his hide.” 


« Come you, Tom, before,” ſaid Ca- 
roline, “and lead the ſtubborn beaſt— 
« and you, Giles, puſh the chaiſe be- 
« hind.” | 

Tom inſtantly took his place a-head, 
and poor Giles was ſtraining every 


nerve aſtern, when a moſt immoderate 94 
burſt of laughter rouſed the attention of 
the two ladies. 

Could any thing have been more un- 
fortunate ?—Miſs Addington had con- 
Aucted her company to a ſummer-houſe 
at the very corner of the park next the 

; road, 


N 
1 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 95 
jo road, from whence they had a full view | 
p of the cavalcade as it moved along. 1 | 
« What the d—l comes here?” cried 1 | 
Sydney. 1 | 
« Ma foy,” exclaimed the travelled | 
beau, © that is the moſt elegant vehicle 8 
« ] have ſeen—the harneſs fo charm- | 


+ « ingly diverſified — by Jupiter, I will 

* have my new equipage exactly after 1 

„that model. Hah, hah, hah!” al 
| 


1 
Poor Caroline was dying with confu- 1 
ſion — Let me get out, for heaven's | 
e ſake,” cried ſhe—but that was im- ” 
1 poſſible, the lane being extremely nar- 1 
! i row: they were therefore forced to pro- 4 
q ceed to the park gate, where, to her l i 
; 1 inexpreſſible mortification, the whole |; | | 
15 company had aſſembled - ſome declar- | | 


ing it was Venus in her Paphian car 
« rather” ſaid another, © it is Dulcinea 
del Toboſo, drawn by Roſfinante.” — 
An Iriſh gentleman ſwore, he would | 
give fifty guineas to ride in ſuch a ma- 

chine, 
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chine, if he walked all the way.—In 


J 5 . pa 

= ſhort, ſo profuſe was the raillery on this 
L; occaſion, that poor Caroline ſunk under 
„ the extreme mortification her vanity 


had ſuſtained — ſhe abſolutely fainted 
away—the gentlemen were all aſſiduous 
to convey her to a ſeat, where, though 1 
not one of the company could refrain Fs 
their immoderate laughter, they, by the | } 
help of ſalts, &c. ſoon recovered her 
— but ſhe had no ſooner become ſen- # 
ſible of what had paſſed, than ſhe burſt 
into tears of vexation.—* Let us return 
« home, Madam,” ſaid ſhe to her mo- 
ther am too unwell to enjoy com- : 
40 pany * V— and, notwithſtanding the N 
earneſt entreaties of Miſs Addington 
to the contrary, ſhe ſat out, and footed 
back the way ſhe had fo triumphantly 
paſſed before. — As for the farmer, he 
had heard nothing of the matter ; and 
concluding his wite and daughter were 
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compoſedly, and eat a hearty dinner 
at the ſide table with the rector and the 
Iriſhman. 


SS mms 


CHAPTER KI. 


HERO LAUNCHED INTO THE WORLD. 


AT length the time arrived, when 


Hartly was to bid a long adieu to 
his beloved Sophia. — The afternoon 
preceding his departure he ſpent at the 
Grove—the converſation was,not of that 
ſprightly kind which uſed to prevail at 
theſe interviews Hartly was penſive 
Sophia's gentle heart foreboded a thou- 
ſand gloomy apprehenſions, and the 
good Mrs. Stanley participated in the 
concern of both. — The lovers took a 
walk after ten—it was a fine pleaſant 
evening in the month of July—the lit- 
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tle birds ſung a requiem — the flocks 
were ſporting their laſt gambols on the 
green — all nature appeared ſerenely 
beautiful. 7 

Hartly endeavoured to diſſipate the 
gloom which oppreſſed him. He forced 
a ſmile—hummed a tune but it would 
not do—the gloom returned to his brow 
again—his ſpirits were depreſſed with a 
heavineſs he had never felt before.— 


They rambled inſtinctively to the houſe 


where Sophia had lived with the ten- 
dereſt of fathers they looked over the 
hawthorn hedge—they beheld the gar- 
den overgrown with weeds—the wicket 
was open—they entered the court, and 
looking in at the window of the fitting 


- parlour, ſaw the chimney corner where 


they had paſſed many a winter evening 
together, whilſt Mr. Wilſon fat by their 
fide ſmoking in his elbow chair.—All 
was now deſolate without an inhabitant 


— neither of them could articulate a 
word 
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word—they ſat down in the arbour— 
'twas over- run with luxuriant branches 
— Hartly plucked a honeyſuckle — he 
brought it near his eye to conceal the 
tear that was juſt ready to trickle down 
his cheek—Sophia ſobbed 
« When I am a nabob,” ſaid ke, en- 
deavouring to divert her melancholy, 
« ] will purchaſe this ſweet cottage.— 
« I ſhall venerate it as much as the em- 
« peror Titus did the habitation of his 
« father, which, you know, he preſerved 
« in the midſt of his ſplendid palace.” 
« When you are a nabob,” reiterated 


Sophia. 


« And what decree of deſtiny, my 
e deareſt girl, declares I ſhall not be?“ 

« 1 am atraid, Hartly, you grow ava- 
« ricious—Oh my friend, how dearly in 
« my eſteem would all the treaſures of 
India be acquired, if but at the ex- 
pence of one of thoſe fine feelings 
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« which have hitherto animated your 
cc heart! 

« Amiable Sophia No, when Iam 
« capable of loving gold for its own 
« ſake, may I be deſpiſed by you — for 
« your ſake alone, my ſweet girl, I im- 
« plore the bleſſings of heaven on my 
* induſtry—to be enabled to raiſe the 
« woman J adore above the painfulneſs 
*« of dependance; to exalt her to the 
« ſtation her merit demands—oh, there's 
* rapture in the thought!“ 

« Generous Hartly but let us leave 


« this ſpot, where every thing con- 


« ſpires to heighten our melancholy ſen- 
« ſations.” 

« And do you then confels ?—does 
* my excellent Sophia confeſs ſome 
« tender regret at parting from her ever 
« faithful Hartly? Oh, you make me 
« too happy!“ 

« And why, my friend, ſhould I bor- 
ce row the odipus maſk of diſſimulation 
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« to conceal it? rather, why feign an 
« infenfibility which my heart is far 
« from feeling, and furely muſt con- 
« demn ?” | 

Hartly was about to expreſs his tran- 
ſports, when Sophia, riſing from her 
ſeat, reminded him, that it was unkind 
to rob Mrs. Stanley of his company, 
who certainly regarded him with an at- 
fection little inferior to parental ;—they 
therefore returned to the Grove, where 
that lady was waiting ſupper. Hartly 
was in better ſpirits Sophia ſtrove to 
appear ſo likewiſe; and the converſa- 
tion, though tender and intereſting, was, 
in ſome degree, ſprightly.— He deline- 
ated to Mrs. Stanley in a lively man- 
ner, the pleaſing picture he had drawn 
of future affluence then, with an air 
of ſatisfaction, touched on the aggrand- 
1zement of his dear Sophia as-a neceſ- 


ſary conſequence.— We know not how 


long he would have purſued theſe agree- 
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able reveries, had not Mrs. Stanley in- 
terrupted them, by taking from her 
watch a miniature picture of Sophia. 

« I think, my dear, you ſhall preſents 
*« this valuable reſemblance to Hartly.“ 

Sophia was delighted with the pro- 
poſal—ſhe prefented it to him with one 
of thoſe looks which are only. intel- 
ligible to congenial minds. 

Hartly kiſſed the fair hand which 
gave it. Precious gift! he exclaim- 
ed “ jineſtimable treaſure ! — I will 


« wear it next my heart, which never 


e can feel an irregular ſenſation, whilſt 

« this charming portrait 1s ſo near it.” 
The clock then ſtruck eleven—Mrs. 
Stanley remarked it—'twas a delicate 
mode of informing Hartly it was time 
to depart ;—he underſtood the hint, but 
his ſoul lingered near 1ts beloved object; 
yet the parting moment muſt arrive, — 
He knelt on one knee - kiſſed the hands 
of Sophia and Mrs. Stanley —breathed 
a thou- 
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— 


a thouſand tender ſighs - then riſing ab- 
ruptly, ſnatched up his hat, and left 
the room with the utmoſt Prein 
tation. 

Sophia ſeeing him departed, gave a 
looſe to thoſe ſoft emotions ſhe had 
painfully attempted to ſuppreſs in his 
preſence. Mrs. Stanley was deeply af- 


fected. — There was ſomething ſo odd 


in the manner of his departure, that 
they could ſcarcely forbear ſmiling at 
the recollection - both, however, agreed 


as to the propriety of the meaſure. 


« There is ſomething extremely diſ- 
« treſſing to feeling minds,” ſaid Mrs. 
Stanley, © in that ceremony called tak- 
« ing leave—'tis a pang. which tears the 
« very heart ſtrings of affection.—I ap- 
« prove Hartly's mode — poor youth! 
« 1 pity him—but be comforted, my 
Sophia; heaven will reward your mu- 
e tual conſtancy.” 


F 4 Sophia 
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Sophia hid her ſorrows in the boſom 
of her friend. — When ſhe retired to 
reſt, Hartly's idea never once quitted 
her imagination, and ſleeping ſhe ſtill 
faw him amidſt the wild incoherence 
of dreams.—As for him, he retired in- 
deed to bed; but his ſpirits were too 
much agitated to permit him to repoſe. 
He aroſe early, and his little matters 
being ſoon adjuſted, he went to the 
Hall, where he received an invitation 
to breakfaſt. —In the parlour he found 
the juſtice and the merchant—Miſs Ad- 
dington, for ſome reaſon or other, 
chuſing that morning to breakfaſt in 
her dreſſing room. — The coffee was 
poured out, and while they were ſip- 
ping it, his guardian gave him ſome 
ſerious exhortations to fobriety and dili- 
gence— to all which Hartly gave a re- 
ſpectful attendance. 

Breakfaſt over, the juſtice took him 
aſide; and after expatiating on the 
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care and trouble he had taken during 
the period of his guardianſhip, told him 
he would ſtill be his friend if he be- 
haved well.—Now the expreſſion of be- 
having well, meant no more on the 
preſent occaſion, than Hartly's entire 
renunciation of Sophia ; —as to any 
other part of his conduct, his worſhip 
was not extremely ſolicitous. 

« My chaiſe,” added he, “ ſhall con- 


« vey you to town, to ſave the expences 


of carriage—and as I have a great re- 
« gard for you, you {hall not go deſti- 
« tute, though I am already out of 
* pocket on your account. There, my 
lad, is ſomething for your accept- 
Ke 

Moſt liberally preſenting him with 
two guineas. 

The merchant would have deteſted 
his brother's deſpicable parſimony, had 
he once ſuſpected it — but meaſuring 
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his benevolence by the ſtandard of his 
own, that idea never entered his head, — 
When Hartly returned to the parlour, | 
he preſented him with a ſmall box ſeal- 
ed and locked, with an expreſs injunc- | 
tion not to open it till he was on board. 1. 
The truth was, he was apprehenſive that 
its contents might have betrayed a youth 
of vivacity, who had never before ſeen 
the town, into a deſire of taſting its 4 
diſſipated pleaſures. * 4 
The chaiſe drew up to the door 
Hartly bowing reſpectfully, ſtepped 
into it—he put his handkerchief to his 

eyes the carriage moved off. 
We now behold a youth of ge- 
nius, ſenſibility, and liberal education, 
launched on the world, with two guineas 
in his pocket. The ſentimental reader 
will be apt to cavil at the partiality of 
fortune, who ſo often enables a wealthy 
blockhead, to ſquander in vice or folly 
thoſe 
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thoſe ſums, which, rightly applied, 
might have aided honeſt induſtry, or 
foſtered the divine fire of genius. 

As they were ſlowly aſcending a ſteep 
hill, Hartly was rouſed from his me- 
lancholy reflections by the piercing 
groans of a female. He ordered the 
chaiſe to ſtop, and inclining his ear to 
the ſide from whence the ſound ſeemed 
to proceed, he ſaw a boy of about five 
years of age, running to the chaiſe. 

« Oh, my mammy is dying,” ſaid 
the child. 

What is the matter with your mam- 
« my?” returned Hartly, as he ſtepped 
haſtily out of the chaiſe. 

« Oh; it is for want of victuals,“ 
ſobbed the little one. 

By this time he had reached the ſpot, 
where he ſaw reclined under an hedge, 
a decent-looking woman, apparently in 
the agonies of death—an infant hung at 
her breaſt, 
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By the aſſiſtance of the driver, he 
lifted her into the chaiſe, and following 
on foot himſelf, he perceived a houſe at 
no great diſtance, at which he ordered 
the carriage to ſtop. Here he pro- 
cured ſome warmed wine, which the 
poor creature ſwallowed with great dit- 
ficulty—ſhe ſoon after opened her eyes, 
looked gratefully at Hartly, then cloſed 4 
them again. A 


« My poor mammy 1s dead,” cried | 
the child, ſobbing as it its little heart 
would burſt. 

Hartly tenderly lifted her into the . 


houſe — got a bed prepared for her, 
and ſuitable refreſhment for the child. 
Tom was impatient to puſh on his 
horſes—but nothing could prevail on 
Hartly to leave the houſe, until he 
heard that the poor woman was recover- 
ing—he then went into the room where 
ſhe was laid, and enquired her tale of 
ſorrows. 
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She told him briefly, that ſhe was 
the wife of a ſailor who about three 
weeks ago came aſhore at Plymouth, 
at which place he was taken ill of a 
fever, which ſhe being informed of, 
haſtened to him; for“ indeed, Sir,” ſaid 
ſhe, weeping, „John Sommers was the 
« kindeſt huſband that ever woman was 
« bleſſed with. — She then went on to 
inform him, that the diforder had put 
a period to his life; his illneſs, with 
the expences of the funeral, had ex- 
hauſted all their little ſtock of caſh, 
and ſhe was now on her way to London 
to receive the money which was due 
tor her huſband's wages.“ But alas, 
« Sir,” ſhe added, looking tenderly at her 
« babes—1 ſhall have no occaſion for it.” 

Hartly bade her be comforted, and 
had ſhe been well enough to have pur- 
ſued her journey, moſt aſſuredly would 
he have reſigned to her the chaiſe, and 
walked the remainder of the way as 

It 
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it was, he took out one of the pieces 
his guardian had that morning given 
him—'twas exactly half his humble 
portion—he looked at at—then with an 
emotion which none but minds like 
his could poſſibly feel ; © Go,” cried he, 
« and adminiſter to the relief of the 
« wretched, I have health and youth— 
« but this poor creature” 

He then preſented the woman with 
the guinea—bade her adieu, and with- 


out ſtaying to receive her thanks, hur- « 


ried into the chaiſe. 

About ten that evening he arrived 
in London—where we will leave him 
to the repoſe we think he had a right 
to enjoy, —Ye powers who delight in 
beneficence like your own, hover 
oer his pillow. 
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CHAPTER 


A FRIENDLY RECEPTION, 


| 4 rp next morning Hartly waited on 


the gentleman, through whole in- 
tereſt he had obtained his appointment 
in the Company's ſervice. 
Mr. Dixon was an agreeable man, of 
forty-five ; there was a politeneſs in his 
manner which was not ſo much the 
effect of education as of nature; in a 
word, he was humane and generous. 
The recommendation of the merchant 
was abundantly ſufficient to enſure Hartly 
a cordial welcome in his family. He 
was ſoon introduced to Mrs. Dixon and 


her daughter, both amiable women; bit 


there was ſomething ſo inexpreſſibly en- 
gaging 1n the latter, that, we think, had 
not Sophia poſſeſſed the entire Yove- 
reignty of his heart, it muſt have been 

\ wholly 
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wholly captivated by the charms of 
Miſs Dixon. She was about his own age, 
and very handſome ; but ſo much ſenti- 
ment beamed in her eyes, that one 
would have thought nature had formed 
her after the exact model of the amiable 
Sophia Wilſon. Though bred in the 
' ſoft lap of affluence, ſhe was neverthe- 
leſs untainted by the follies of faſhion; 
rational amuſements, and “ the full free 
« converſe of the friendly heart,” were, 
in her cit:mation, ſuperior to them all. 
With this agreeable family, Hartly 
was invited to ſpend the whole time of 
his continuance in London. The offer 
was too engaging not to be readily ac- 
cepted; and- in a ſociety ſo exactly to 
his taſte, his abſence from his dear 
Sophia was rendered more tolerable. He 
did not omit writing to her by the firſt 


opportunity, and in his letter was the 
following paſſage. 
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113 
« Tf I was to meaſure my future ſuc- 
ceſs in life by the fortunate incident 
that has now attended me, I ſhould 
certainly draw a moſt flattering pre- 
ſage; for I am ſituated, during my 
ſtay in town, with a moſt amiable fa- 
mily, the daughter of which ſeems 
ſo exact a counterpart of yourſelf, 
that I think my indulgent ſtars have 
kindly diſpoſed of me here, to render 
my abſence from your dear ſelf leſs 
inſupportable. Her ſentiments are 
ſo refined; her remarks ſo juſt; and 
wit ſo delicate, that, I think, when ſhe 
ſpeaks I hear my beloved Sophia. 
forget that fourſcore miles are now 
between us—that I can ſee her no 
more—till—oh heavens ! till when 
but I will not indulge a reflection 
that never fails to ſink me into de- 


ſpondency although 


Seas riſe between us, and whole oceans roll,“ 
« will 
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« will not our kindred minds, my 
« Sophia, aſſociate? They will—for our 
« attachment was founded in mind 
« alone, it cannot then be diflolved 
*« while our ſouls are permitted to exiſt,” 

Mrs. Dixon underſtanding Hartly 
had not been in London before, was de- 
firous of ſhewing him whatever might 
be ſuppoſed worthy a ſtranger's obſerva- 
tion. They viſited all the public edi- 
tices, as well as the various repoſitories 
of genius. He was pleaſed with the 
magnificence of the public buildings, 
and as a patriot felt an honeſt exultation ; 
but he thought, as many others have 
done, that the metropolis was over- 
built, and recollected the obſervation of 
Dean Swift, that when too large a pro- 
portion of the community are drawn 
to the capital, it argues a defect in the 
body politic ; as the blood flowing too 
coplouily to the head, indicates a bad 
conſtitution. 


Miſs 


7 3 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 115 


Miſs Dixon aſked Hartly if he was 
fond of plays? He replied in the affirma- 
tive, adding that he thought them the 
moſt rational of all 1 public amuſe- 
ments. 

« So do],” returned the lady, “ and if 
e agreeable to you, Madam, (to her mo- 
« ther) we will go to- night.“ 

Mrs. Dixon replying, that, ſhe had 
no objection, a ſervant was diſpatch- 
ed to ſecure a box — the Heireſs was 
that evening performed % Ho. 
q « amiable,” ſaid Hartly, „is the cha- 
\ « racter of Lady Emily — the author 
4 * was well acquainted with human na- 
3 * ure. 7 
I « I rejoice, Mr. Hartly,” replied Miſs 
Dixon ſmilling, “that your acquaint- 
« ance with books has_not made you a 
e cynic an effect they too often have 
gon retired perſons, who exalting their 
« 1deas rather to what mankind ſhould 
“be, than to what they are, are per- 
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c petually quarrelling with the world for 
« diſappointing their groundleſs expec- 
« tations.” 

« If Tam not of that number, Madam,” 
he returned, it is rather owing to ſome 
« fortunate circumſtances, than to any 
* merit of my own. It has been my 
good fortune to find among the limit- 
«ed circle of my acquaintance, ſome 
* accompliſhed and amiable characters 
* — who do honour to their ſpecies — 
* and in this ſingular felicity continued 
« he,” (bowing expreſſively to the lady) 
« my kind ſtars ſeem ftill diſpoſed to fa- 
©« vour me.“ 

Miſs Dixon tranflated this compli- 
ment exactly as he would have had her. 
She ſmiled ſatisfactorily; for ſay what 
we will of ſelf-mortification, praiſe is 
always grateful to the human ear, and 
for good reaſons, which we could ſhew 
if we would, it certainly ought to be ſo. 
However, to wave a reply, ſhe atked him 
| whether 
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whether he could alſo allow the author's 
judgment in the character of Miſs 


Alſcrip. 


« ] fee no reaſon, Madam,” ſaid he, 
«to queſtion it. I conſider human na- 
ture as a beautiful picture, diverſified 
« by lights and ſhades. In Miſs Al- 
« ſcrip, the author has forciblydeſcribed 
« the power of wealth on an uneducated 
« and illiberal mind.“ 

The curtain then drawing up, inter- 
rupted the converſation; for Miſs Dixon 
was not one of thoſe ladies who think 
an attention to the drama the moſt in- 
conſiderable point at a theatre. 


They returned home highly ſatisfied 


with the piece and the performance 
--- Hartly ſtaid a few days longer with 
this worthy family, when the ſhip 1n 
which he was to fail being ready, he em- 


barked and for ſome years bade adieu 
to his native land. 
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CHATTER AL 


SUNDAY SCHOOLS INTRODUCED. 


ARTLY thus fairly out of the 
way, Miſs Addington began to 
abate ſomething of that ſeverity with 
which ſhe had conſtantly regarded 
Sophia, When no longer viewed as 
a dangerous rival, ſhe could even 
bear to hear her perfections extolled 
without thoſe very painful emotions 
which that ſubject excited in her boſom, 
whilſt Hartly, on whoſe heart the reader 
ſuſpects ſhe had herſelf ſome deſign, 
was no longer preſent; ſhe perceived 
alſo, that the juſtice was extremely aſ- 
{iduous to promote an intimacy between 
herſelf and Sophia; and as he always 
was very careful to veil his attention to 
that young lady, under the ſpecious ap- 
pearance of compaſſion for a friendleſs, 
well- 
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well-bred young woman, his ſiſter at 
laſt condeſcended to oblige him. So- 
phia was therefore frequently invited to 
the Hall. Tis true, his worſhip took all 
opportunities of ſaying the civilleſt 
things to - her — but they were always 
received by her with a ſort of filial re- 
ſpect. She began to conſider him as 
the faithful guardian of her beloved 
Hartly, and failed not to place much 
of the attention he paid her, to his re- 
card for his amiable ward. He deemed 
it prudent to proceed with caution, and 
had therefore ſuffered nothing hitherto 
to eſcape him, that might contradict 
ſuch a ſuppoſition. 

Caroline Brown, who always took the 
caſt of her behaviour from thoſe who 
were her ſuperiors in rank, ſeeing the 
reſpect with which Sophia was treated 
at the Hall, became alſo more conde- 
ſcending, and even affected a violent 
regard for her — ſhe had, 'tis true, on 
her 
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her return from ſchool behaved rather 
coolly to her — but then there was much 
to be ſaid for it; ſhe ſeldom ſaw her in 
the ſuite of the great, and conſequent- 
ly regarded her as one whom nobody 
knew — for it was a maxim ſhe had 
picked up in the courſe of her educa- 
tion, to eſtimate the value of perſons, 
not by their intrinſic merit, but by the 
rank they hold 1n the faſhionable world 
— Thoſe, therefore, who can preciſely 
determine the meaning of the word 
good company, according to genteel 
dialect, will not fail to applaud her con- 
duct as highly becoming one who ex- 
pects to riſe in the world. 

Caroline and Sophia had formerly 
been on a very intimate footing, when 
they went to the village ſchool toge- 
ther — but then that was before Miſs 
Brown had attained the ſummit of edu- 
cation, and conſequently knew no bet- 


ter. — Sophia, whoſe excellent heart, 
once 
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once attached ſtill remained ſo, had no 
idea of the alteration in her friend's ſen- 
timents, and, therefore, as ſoon as ſhe 
heard of her return had paid her a morn- 
ing viſit. 

« Well, my dear Caroline, how do 
« you do after your journey? Are you 
« not happy in returning to Coombe ?” 

Caroline, drawing herſelf up, with a 
contemptuous air, replied, “ Perhaps, 
« Miſs Wilſon, ſo ruſtic a place may 
« ſuit your taſte— but I can't ſay it 
« does mine.” 

« Why, my dear, we have been very 
happy in it before now, when we uſed 
to go a nutting on Saturdays, or play- 
ed with our dolls in the garden.“ 
« Really, Ma'am, I do not remember 
thete things now; the noiſe of the 
town, and other avocations, have put 
them quite out of my mind.” 
Sophia, who by no means wanted pe- 
netration, began to diſcover the newly 
W EL G acquired 
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acquired character of her old play-mate 
and ſchool-fellow ; but not ſeeming to 
obſerve it, ſhe told Caroline that ſhe 
hoped they ſhould renew their intimacy, 
and begged to ſee her as ſoon as poſſible ; 
to which ſhe returned a flight reply; 
the cool formality of which almoſt froze 
Sophia's amiable and tender heart. 


Miſs Brown did not return the viſit ; 


and the other, unconſcious of having 
given the ſlighteſt cauſe for ſuch an un- 
friendly reſerve, imputed the alteration 
in her conduct to the true motive, 
namely, the operation of a town educa- 
tion on a mind neither liberal nor in- 
formed. From that time, only the moſt 
diſtant civilities had paſted between the 
two ladies. Nothing, however, could 
now excced the attention conſtantly paid 
by Caroline to Miſs Wilſon. 

Mrs. Stanley, though ſhe did not ap- 
prove of Miſs Addington's extreme levi- 
ty, was of opinion, there were advantages 

0 
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to be acquired by ſuch an acquaintance, 


which Sophia could not poſſibly receive 


if confined wholly to her fociety—for 


this reaſon it was, that ſhe took every 
opportunity of improving the intimacy, 
yet omitting not to caution her young 


friend againſt imbibing any modes, 
however ſanctioned by faſhion, that 


were repugnant to piety or good ſenſe. 


Sophia was no ſtranger to Miſs Adding- 
ton's propenſity, to ridicule whatever 
wore the appearance of ſeriouſneſs or 
devotion. She had not unfrequently 
ſeen her peruſe a play or novel, while 
her brother was reading family prayers. 
She had alſo heard her contemn the 
weakneſs of thoſe, who ſubmitted their 
conduct to the guidance of a ſet of old 


faſhioned preachers, and their judg-. 


ment to what ſhe termed religious pre- 
Judices. But an inſtance one day oc- 
curred, which more effectually ſet So- 
phia on her guard againſt the con- 
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tagion of impiety, than half a ſcore 
leſſons on the ſubject would have done. 

Caroline and Sophia accompanied 
Miſs Addington: to the pariſh church; 
who behaved with tolerable decency 
as long as the eye of the juſtice was on 
her; but no ſooner had he turned his 


back, and compoſed himſelf in prayer, 


than ſhe drew out of her work bag a pack 
of cards, and dealing them on her lap 


for picquet, 


3 


« Come hither Caroline,” ſaid ſhe, in 
a whiſper—* you are very aukward at 
« cards, child—I will inſtruct you 
« You are never to reckon your own 
« game, being youngeſt hand, before 
« your. opponent has mentioned her's.” 

« Lord have mercy upon us,” (re- 
ſponſed both the ladies) “ and incline 
« our hearts to keep this law!“ 

“ Look you, child, you muſt acquire 
ce a dexterity, ſo as to be able to cheat 
« without being obſerved.” - Lord 


» 


« have mercy upon us,” &c. 


« Now 
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* Now, when you have diſcarded, 
„and ſhould have occaſion for a card 
* you have laid out, nothing is more 
« eaſy than to take it into your hand 
« again, provided you are dexterous, and 


can aſſume an unembarraſſed counte- 
« nance.— Lord have mercy upon us, 


« and write all theſe laws in our hearts 
« e beſecch thee.” 


Sophia was almoſt petrified with 
aſtoniſhment, at a behaviour ſo ſhock- 
ingly indecent.—The impious inuen- 
does ſhe had often heard Miſs Adding- 
ton let fall, had excited her pity ; but 
that a human being ſhould be ſo daringly 
irreligious, as even to take pains in 


deriding the inſtitutes of divine wor- 
ſhip, in the ſacred ſpot where the aw- 


ful preſence of the Creator was ſup- 
poſed more immediately to reſide, was 
to her horrid beyond expreſſion. —She 


could not avoid mentioning to Mrs. 


Stanley her feelings on the occaſion. 
(3 3 « I know 
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| „ 126 _ EDWARD AND son, 
„ know not,” ſaid that 1 ce yhe- 

« ther Miſs Addington's ignorance or 
« jimpiety, be moſt conſpicuous in this i; 
« unbecoming inſtance—both ſeem to 9 
« me to have a ſhare, or rather I con- 
« fider the latter as a conſequence of 
« the former.—I remember the author 
Wo « of the Spectator, addreſſing ſome per- 
« ſons of this caſt; tells them, they 
(| * want parts to be devout; - however 
« that be—there is certainly nothing 8 
1 c fo well becomes a human creature, I 
| te as ſteady, unaffected piety. To ſee a 3 
[ * rational intelligent being, bowing 
1 « down with ſeritiments of love, hu- 
= “ mility, and gratitude, to the Al- 
1 « mighty power who forms and up- 
4 holds him, is the moſt glorious fight 
ce jn the whole creation. For this reaſon, 
« all aſſemblies of public worſhip, of 
« whatever denomination, never fail to 
ce inſpire me with veneration, and ſub- 
« lime pleaſure.—Is it any proof of 
| « ſuperior 
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« ſuperior ſenſe, my Sophia, for a perſon 
to affect to deride what is certainly 
« the end and glory of his nature? Be- 
« lieve me, however faſhion may au- 
ce thorize, yet it has its undoubted ori- 


gin in a confined underſtanding.— 


« Whenever we ſee any one deficient in 
« the common rules of good breeding, 
e and failing in that reſpect which ſu- 
« periority of any kind requires, do 
ee hefitate to impute ſuch conduct to 
t an uninformed mind? — With how 
much more reaſon may we aſcribe to 


*« the ſame cauſe thoſe indecentlyMock- 


ing inſtances, of want of reverence to 
« the Sovereign of all nature.“ 

« ] know, my dear, the ſentiments 
« which your tender mind imbibed 
« from one of the belt as well as ſenfi- 


ble of men, will teach you to look with 


« diſguſt on ſuch modes of conduct. 
« Suffer me, however, to remark, that a 


** pious dependence on providence, or 
G 4 "i" 


— 
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in other words, a proper ſenſe of re- 
* higion, is a ſource of the nobleſt plea- 


« {ure an intelligent creature can taſte 


to a mind at eaſe, it heightens every 
« enjoyment but how ſhall I deſcribe 
« the divine conſolations it adminiſters 
« to the heart oppreſſed with ſorrow !— 
« There, my Sophia, it is our ſupport 
« when every other comfort diſappears, 
« as none who poſſeſs this happy turn 
« of mind, can be ſaid to be truly 
* miſerable even in the worſt of cir- 
te cumſtances — ſo on the other hand, 
« how heavily falls the weight of adver- 


Lan) 


« ſity, where there 1s not this internal 


« principle to reſiſt its force, Ever 
te then, my love, cheriſh a ſteady, habi- 
«tual piety ; it will exalt and refine your 
«ſentiments, give a vent to every en- 
joy ment, and alleviate the ſorrows 
« which probably may ſurround your 
cc path.” =o 

Oo Saphia 
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Sophia aſſured her excellent moni- 
treſs, ſhe would ever zealouſly cultivate 
ſuch an affectionate reverence for the 
eternal providence, as would afford her 
an aſylum in every event; © for,” con- 
tizued ſhe, © however ſuch an one as 
« Miſs Addington, for whom a ſmiling 
“ fortune prepares whatever is dear to 
the human heart, may deſpiſe the aids 
« of religion; yet Madam, the hapleſs 
« children of dependence, (and her eye 
ce gliſtened as ſhe ſpoke) whom the 
« world neither knows nor cheriſhes, 
« find their intereſt in that devout— 
* that ſublime intercourſe, which habi- 
* tual piety maintains with the Creator. 
« We muſt rejoice in the idea of naſſeſ- 
fing a friend who will not deſpiſe hum 
ple merit a friend whom no time can 
change, nor circumſtances affect.“ 

Sophia had expreſſed herſelf with 
an enthuſiaſm, which affected, and 
at once delighted her benefaCtreſs— 

DI who 
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who, tenderly folding her to her boſom, 
kiſſed off the falling tear. 

That day being Sunday, they 8 
to pay a viſit to one of thoſe excellent 
charities called Sunday-ſchools; and 
walking down the village, they ſtopped 
at a decent cottage where the children 
were allembled. The preſence of the 
ladies had a viſible effect on the little 
circle; a ſpirit of emulation pervaded 
it. every one was deſirous of excelling 
the reſt, in reading the catechiſm, &c. 
— This laudable ſtrife ſuggeſted a hint 
to Mrs. Stanley, and ſhe immediately 
deſired that all thoſe whoſe progreſs 
could be approved by the miſtreſs, 
ſhould__go that evening with her to 
the Grove, and partake of a good ſupper 
for their reward.—The children were 
overjoyed; and as ſoon as they were 
diſmiſſed, walked two and two to the 
houſe where a plentiful repaſt was 
ſer before them; after which, they de- 
parted 
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parted in the ſame order, every little 
face expreſſing a look of entire ſatis- 
faction. | 

The good lady was yet ſtanding at 
her gate, obſerving, with much delight, 
the decent proceſſion, when Doctor Han- 
ham, who was juſt come from the Hall, 
ſtopped to enquire her health. After re- 
plying to his polite enquiry, ſhe began 
to expatiate on the happy effects which 
the inſtitution of a Sunday ſchool had 
produced in the village, by the intro- 
ducing ſobriety and diligence among the 


populace. 


Now the doctor did not approve the 
plan at all, or rather would not appear 
to approve it, leſt his contribution ſhould 
have been expected. This was a piece of 


kineſſe worthy his reverence's profound. 


ſagacity ; for he knew, that ſimply re- 
tuling his quota would have brought on 
him the imputation of parſimony, (by 
the way, the doctor's beſt, ſermon was 
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againſt covetouſneſs) he, therefore, 
wiſely reſolved to object to the inſtitu- 
tion itſelf, tagging all his arguments 
againſt it, with the fourth command- 
ment. 


« I am no friend to works of ſupere- 
rogation,” ſaid he, dryly, “ nor can I 
at all approve of a plan, however good 
in itſelf, that tends to invalidate an 
expreſs command. 

* I am no caſuiſt,” returned Mrs. 


tanley, *but cannot help thinking this 


objection ſomething of a Jewical 
nature. You remember the cavil of 
the Jews againſt our Saviour for hea]- 
ing a ſick perſon on the ſabbath-day; 
you « alſo recollect his reply: from 
whence, Doctor, I infer, that if the 
Meſhah thought it laudable to per- 
form a bodily cure on that day, it is 
yer more juſtifiable to elect a men- 
tal one.“ 

« Talways 
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I always yield an argument to a 
« lady,” replied the doctor, ſmiling 
ſomewhat contemptuouſly, and ſhaking 
his head with an air of profound wiſdom 
on which we ſhall make no other com- 
ment than merely reminding the reader 
of the ſtory of a blockhead, who being 
deſired by ſome ladies to explain to them 
a Latin motto, one ſyllable of which he 
was utterly unable to tranſlate, replied 
with a wink, ſhrug of the ſhoulders, and 
other ſagacious ſigns of profound learn- 
ing, that it was not altogether proper 
for their hearing. 


— ——4 ... — 


CHAPTER MN. 


A FRIEND IN NEED. 


c 1 HAVE received letters of a very 
e intereſting. nature, ſaid the 
merchant, one morning as he entered 


his brother's apartment. 
Now 
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„Now the term interefling leaves the 


hearer at liberty to annex to it either 
the idea of pleaſure or pain. The juſtice 


_ choſe the former; and, not doubting. 


but themerchant had heard of ſome new 


acquiſition of wealth, his countenance 


aſſumed a glow of ſatisfaction; for he 
literally conſidered every augmentation 
of his brother's fortune as ſo much ad- 
ded to his own. 

« I am heartily glad of it, brother.“ 

The merchant, not aware of the two- 
fold interpretation his expreſſion was 
capable of, looked a little queerly. 

« I have loſt every thing,” ſaid he, 
| gravely. | 

It was now his worſhip's turn to look 
queerly. “ Loft every thing, brother! 
« What do you mean?“ 

Read that, giving him a letter, 
the contents of which were as follows: 


"UL; 
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cc Sir, 5 
] am ſorry to acquaint you that Mr. 


« Peter's, your banker, has ſtopped pay= 


« ment, and 1s not expected to pay half 
« a crown to the pound; you will do 
« well to come to town immediately. 


« I am, &c. &c. 

Had a thouſand thunder bolts burſt 
impetuouſly from the clouds, the juſtice 
could not have looked more aghaſt; he 
felt this ſtroke even more ſeverely than 
his brother, by as many degrees as the 
love of money had taken firmer poſſeſ- 
ſion of his heart. 

« I will go this inſtant to London,” 
laid the merchant. 

The chaiſe was ordered, and he fat 
out the ſame evening. Upon his arrival 
in town, he found the information he 
had received but too well grounded. 


There was nothing to be done in the 


buſineſs, and he could only fit down 
and reflect on the inſtability of fortune, 
£7 that 
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that had now left him, after a youth of 
toil in the burning regions of the torrid 
zone, totally deſtitute in the decline of 
life. But he deſpiſed complaint as 
much as he deteſted the cold pity of 
unfeeling minds; he retired within him- 
ſelf, and, in his own innate rectitude, 
found that conſolation which the world 
could not beſtow. | 

He had ſtill, however, one diſtant 
hope remaining ; he had a ſhip at ſea 
that was daily expected home, the cargo 
of which would at leaſt afford him a 
competency ; with that he reſolved to 
be content. He could not, however, be 
wholly unobſervant of the alteration 
viſible in the behaviour of ſome of his 


acquaintance, whoſe air and manner 


began to wear that diſtant reſerve, 
which but barely deſerves the name of 
civility. At this he was not at all ſur- 
prized, well knowing that pecuniary 
diſtreſſes have ſome qualities not unlike 
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thoſe of the torpedo, which cauſe a 
chilling ſenſation in thoſe who touch it. 


_ — His happineſs had not been founded 


on the applauſe of the world, nor was 


it capable of being ſhaken by the loſs 


of it. The few whom he had honoured 
with an intimate acquaintance, were ſu- 
perior to ſuch a meanneſs, and for the 
reſt he cared not a fous. = 
But misfortune, it has been obſerved, 
never comes ſingly — the meaſure of 
his calamity was not yet full. Some 
days after his arrival in London, news 
was brought that the ſhip which he 
daily had expected, had foundered in a 
ſtorm. Thoſe with whom the merchant 
had commercial connections took the 
alarm, and one in particular. A ſaga- 
cious perſon, prudently conſidering that 
delay breeds danger, ordered a writ 

againſt him. | 
He was one morning ſitting at break- 
faſt, in a thoughtful mood, reflecting 
on 
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on the adverſe turn of his affairs, when 
a couple of ill- looking men entered the 
room. He aroſe, and with great civility, 


deſired them to be ſeated — tor ſo ac- 


cuſtomed had he always been to theſe 
acts of attention, to even the loweſt in- 
dividual, that they were now become 
almoſt involuntary acts — and my Lord 
S8 could as ſoon have deſired an in- 
ferior to ſit in his preſence, as this good 
man could permit ſuch to ſtand. 

The eldeſt of the men — a ſhort, ill- 
looking, pale-faced fellow, immediately 
gave him a flap on the ſhoulder, ſaying 
at the ſame time, Lou are our man, 
8 

The merchant never having been ſo 
accoſted, was really at a loſs to com- 
prehend his meaning — however, the 
other ſoon informed him, that they had 
a writ againſt him at the ſuit of Mr. 
Tactum for the ſum of three hundred 
pounds. 


« Really, 
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« Really,” ſaid the merchant, *T have 
got that ſum by me— but you will 
« take bail.” 

« Yes, yes,” cried the bailiff, © we 
« will take bail — but you muſt be 
« ſpeedy, for we have other buſineſs of 
« this kind to do.” 

] am ſorry for it, ſaid the merchant, 
feelingly, “ and calling for ink and pa- 
« per, he wrote the following billet to 
his brother. 


To John Addington, Eſq; | 

« Fortune ſeems to take a pleaſure in 

* perſecuting me, I think. The ſhip which 
« you know I expected, is loſt at fea — 
* and that ungrateful wretch Tactum, 
to whom a few years ago I lent money 
eto eſtabliſh him in buſineſs, has cauſed 
«me to be arreſted for 300l. I make 
no doubt but you will inſtantly remit 
me that ſum — or if you have it not at 
hand, that you will inſtantly come to 
* town and give your bail. — My friend 


« Dixon 
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« Dixon is unluckily in France, or I 
* know he would have prevented this 
application 
« From your affectionate brother, 
“ C. Addington.” 
A meſſenger was diſpatched to the 
Hall with the letter, who found the 
juſtice at ſupper with his ſiſter and the 
rector. — Having peruſed the note, he 
gave it coolly to her, ſaying at the ſame 
time, * Charles's misfortunes have affect- 
«ed his head, I fancy—a mighty pretty 
« propoſal, truly — no, no, 3ool. is not 


« ſo eaſily found — I know the value of 


% money, though he never did.” 
Miſs Addington having read the 


note, wiped her eyes, for indeed reader, 


they were brimful of tears — Nature 


will ſometimes peep forth, in ſpite of 


all the bandages with which ſhe is hood- 
winked. — Miſs Addington really felt 
for her brother's ſituation; there is ſome- 
thing extremely tremendous, to a female 
mind 
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mind eſpecially, in the idea of bailiffs 
d impriſonment; we wonder not, there- 
fore, at finding her affected — but the 
exact point of ſurprize, is, that having 
a clear thirty thouſand in her own poſ- 
ſeſſion, it ſnould not have come into her 
head to yield him the trifling pittance 
of three hundred — it never did.— 
The rector being conſulted, gave it 
as his opinion, that misfortune was but 
another name for imprudence. — The 
merchant had always acted as one who 
knew not the value of money, and men- 
tioned as proofs of the aſſertion, ſome 
conſiderable ſums he had been known 
fooliſhly (perhaps a few ſingular people 
would have ſaid charitably) to ſquander 
away, — It alſo occurred to him (for 
what 1s' there which the ſharp eye of 
worldly minded prudence does not per- 
ceive? that there might be other creditors 
ho would expect their money alſo; 
and, therefore, upon the whole, was of 


opinion 
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opinion, that for his worſhip to extricate 
his brother from this embaraſiment, 
would be abſolutely idle and ineffective. 

Advice ſo ſage, and withal ſo much 
of a piece with his own inclination, 
could not but be readily acceded to 
by the juſtice. Perhaps if the merchant 
had not prefaced his letter with an 
account of the loſs of his ſhip, he might 
have ſtepped forth to his aſſiſtance ; as 
the matter ſtood 'twas impracticable — 
but then reſpect muſt be paid to ap- 
pearances. Politively to refuſe the 
loan to a brother for whom he had pro- 
feſſed a more than ordinary affection, 
would have had ſomething unkind in 
its aſpect --- the world might have 
thought ſo --- the meſſenger had de- 
livered the letter into his own hand --- 
that was unlucky --- otherwiſe the at- 
fair could have been managed de- 
cently enough. 


A thought 
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A thought ſtarted into his worſhip's 


head. © I don't find myfelf quite well 
to- night, fiſter,” ſaid he, © I will go 
« to bed.” 


« You are too much affected, brother; 


« you ſhall have ſome ſack whey.” 

The juſtice ordered his bed to be 
warmed and retired. By the next morn- 
ing he was very ill extremely ill 
could not undertake a journey to Lon- 
don on any account had not he caſh 
by him, of courſe could not ſend it 
all his money was out on mortgages. 

It was well contrived; never had 
his worſhip's invention ſhone ſo bright ; 
we really did not imagine he had been 
lo clever; but neceſlity, ſays the old 
adage, is the parent of invention. 

He wrote a ſhort anſwer to the mer- 
chant, importing his very deep concern 
at the event, profeſſed his readineſs to 
aſſiſt him; but had not he money by 
nim, and was prevented from being in 


town 


= 
= - . 

» 0 
* 
ny 


: — 
-» BR: 2 -— w- 
OCT ST * - 
Try TREE = Me * * * wa 8 3 1 + Mu - 
Rn 188 


_ „ 8 __ ES” 
à ! lbbßaͤnb 


— * 


Luk. ating _ 


- = 
7 I . 

+ oY 
4 

ö dy 

: 2 
5 


8 
— 4 = 


* — — A 
- 
DD, OD ADE by, Orc we rn. et 
* . * 0 
, OS, v1 GC + — 


” #4 
2 
_— 


6 Mee” 
We Hat «Ip. 2 2 
9 
gs —— 
— 42 wry 
* & 


14 6: 


* 2 2 2 bw Jamaal 
— pe. — 8 —— rr > D 
2 b - e 2 — 
— — - 
= . - —_—_— —— T=o7 ——- — 1 2 N — . = = 22 * * * —_— 2 
* „ 8 4 — - T 
- 4 — - 2 
> _ 18 Sue <a — x 2 * ry 
IS - 7 to ITY 0 . r © OR. —_ I 
7 . 7: ; * — ; ed 7 ( l = " 2 . 
* LJ — eee 1 n x 2 1 - 2 — 
- n AT . 2 Ko” 88 = Ee - = 
- - od TR py — oY _ * 4 — 5 * * 2 - — > — 8 wh 
gn * 77 a 1 — 2 . — 
. * 1 n CR —_ - Fx by 
IRE] 3 —— "oF © yy - 25 22222 — — — - 
” 7 - . 4 op 238 * — * 
ES 9 * — * 1 12 . ras a 1 f I 
8 1 « 2 b «a9 — * 
[7 * * * 3 iS - - © ve «= * * - wo „ 2 * a 44 
: 
* 


* 
n bY A 


e 


144 EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 


town by a ſudden fit of illneſs, occa- 
fioned he believed by the ſevere ſhock 
his letter had given him. As ſoon, 


however, as he got better, he would 


not fail to be in London; or in a 
month or two, could perhaps procure 
him ſuch a ſum as he had ſpecified. 

The better to carry on the farce, the 
meſſenger was introduced to the bed 
ſide, and in faint accents, as became a 
perſon in acute pain; he deſired him 
to deliver the letter to his brother, with 
great care and caution. 

How greatly was the poor merchant 
diſappointed, at the return of the meſ- 
ſenger—his brother to refuſe him ſuch 
a favour—a brother who was extremely 
rich, and had avowed ſo violent an at- 
tection for him.—'Twas in vain to con- 
ceal his chagrin—the watchful bailiffs 
were apprized of the matter; and now 
began to loſe all patience, as they be- 

fore 
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fore had their good manners, they in- 
ſiſted on taking him to priſon. 

« Stay, gentlemen,” ſaid he. «TI have 
« been thinking.” 

« No matter what,” interrupted one 
of them. Look'ye maſter, you can't 
get bail I ſee—and in caſe a man can 
« neither do that, nor pay the money ; 
« there is but one way, d'ye ſee; and 
« ſo come along with us.” 

« But does a jail pay debts?” 

« That's none of our buſineſs—come, | 
« the coach 1s at the door.” 

At that inſtant, a decrepid old man, 
whoſe appearance beſpake him not 
worth a groat, entered the room, — 
« Stop a minute, gentlemen,” ſaid he, 
« will you take my bail?” with a ſmile. 

« Be gone, you old varlet,” cried one 
of the men.—* Your bail! you look 
« like a pretty fellow to give bail. 

« Will you take my money, then?“ 
returned he dryly, producing at the 
Vor. I. H ſame 
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ſame time, a canvas bag from his 
pocket. The men looked ſurpriſed. — 
as for the merchant, he conſidered it 
as a jeſt on his misfortunes. 

« There, cried the old man, emp- 
tying the contents of the bag on a table; 
« count the money.” 

The bailiffs ſat eagerly about it, and 


found the ſum amount to three hundred 


and ten pounds, which was ſufficient 


_ alſo to defray the lawyer's coſts. They 


then took their leave, telling the mer- 
chant, © he was free.” 

« And now, Sir,” ſaid the ſtranger, 
« as I ſuppoſe there may be others who 
« will treat you in the fame manner, 
«© you muſt go with me to a private 
« lodging.” 

The merchant, who had hitherto ſtood 
mute with ſurpriſe and emotion, ſuf- 
tered himſelf, without ſpeaking, to be 
conveyed to the. coach, which ſtil] 
waited at the door, and his unknown 

| | bene- 


- _ k y 
* 0 * =. 2 My > 2 bs 
s 2 1 SY, . n A 
Y 1 . S 
7 * „„ + 3 
r r Ti 
r 
CET. £2 1 5 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 147 


benefactor conducted him to a private, 
but comfortable lodging in Barton 
Street. | 

« And now, Sir,” ſaid the old man, 
ſhutting the door, “do you remem- 
ber John Sommers, a gardener ſome 
« years ago at the Hall?” 

« I do—but you are not that perſon.” 

The very fame! Oh my dear maſ- 
«rer, I am John Sommers indeed 
When I left your father's ſervice, I 
« went and took ſome garden ground 
« at Brentford—there I married a good 
« woman ; by whole aſſiſtance, I have 
« ſaved about 35ol. we lived very com- 
« fortably together till about three 
cc years ſince; when it pleaſed God to 
« take her.” 

« But how, my reſpectable friend, 
« did you know my misfortune ?” J 
« will tell you, maſter -I keep Covent 
« Garden with fruits and greens—the 


« gentlewoman of the houſe where you 
H 2 © lodged, 
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« lodged, came this morning and dealt 
« with me. As ſhe ſtood buying her 
te things, I overheard her, telling a 
« neighbour of your diſtreſs. I did not, 
« 'tis true, much regard what ſhe ſaid, 


IG I caught the name of Addington.” 


« I then aſked her if that was the name 
« of the gentleman ſhe was ſpeaking 
« of? Yes,” ſaid ſhe—* Charles Ad- 
dington of Oxfordſhire, and a wor- 
: thy man he is.“ „1 made no an- 
« ſwer, but hurried home as foon as 1 
* could, and got together my money; 
« (for ſhe had mentioned the ſum you 
« were ſued for)—And now,” maſter, 
continued the worthy gardener, * is 
« there any thing elſe in which I can 
« be of ſervice to you?“ 

« Excellent old man!” replied the 


merchant, you have already ſerved 


« me, I fear, beyond the poſſibility of 
« recompence ; for indeed, John, I do 
« not know that I am worth a ſhilling 
c«c in 
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ein the world, fave the trifle in my 
« pocket; and to have deprived you 
« of the earnings of painful induſtry—I 
« can't bear it, John! indeed I can't.“ 

« Oh, never regard it, maſter. I 
« have done my duty, and God will 
« repay me, if you cannot.“ 


« My worthy friend, your exalted 


« generoſity, inſpires my veneration, 
« as the act you have, ſo nobly done, 
« does my gratitude !—But indeed I 
« am diſtreſſed, exquiſitely diſtreſſed,” 
added the merchant, with an emotion 
which ſuppreſſed the power of further 
utterance. 

The gardener ſeeing him ſo much 
affected, thought it beſt to leave him 
to himſelf; and therefore, withdrew— 
adding, © he would call the next day 
4 to ſee if he had any further occaſion 
for his ſervices.” 

Now, ye narrow-ſouled poſſeſſors of 
wealth! What ſay ye to poor John 


H 3 Sommers? 
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Sommers ?—Deſcend grandeur from 
thy ſtately canopy, and bow the knee 
to this old gardener, whoſe liberal 
mind eclipſes your ideal glory, and 
excites a bluſh in the cheek of parſimo- 
nious affluence. 


- 


———— ew Re AS .' ‚ò 
CHAPTER XV. 


*, 


JOURNEY TO LONDON. 


E hw. merchant continued at the 
lodging in Barton Street, utterly 

unable to determine on what plan of 
life to purſue, by which he might evade 
the gripe of indigence, 'that now with 
rapid ſtrides ſeemed approaching.— 
The behaviour of his brother the juſtice, 
had determined him againſt all further 
application to that quarter. When, 
to his great joy and ſurpriſe, intelli- 
gence arrived of the ſhip he had given 
over for loſt; and in a few days he had 
the 
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the ſatisfaction of ſeeing her arrive 
ſafely into port. About the ſame time, 
his banker had appeared to the ſtatute, 
and a dividend being made of his ef- 
fects, he received therefrom about ten 
thouſand pounds; which, with the a- 
mount of the ſhip's cargo, afforded him, if 
not afluence, at leaſt a competency. 

The firſt uſe he made of this happy 
turn of affairs, was to reimburſe the 
benevolent gardener; he would have 
rewarded .him—but the noble ſoul of 
John Sommers was above all reward, 
ſave the conſciouſneſs of having reſcued 
his beloved maſter from diſtreſs ; a con- 
ſciouſneſs which to ſuch a mind, infi- 
nitely exceeded all pecuniary fatisfac- 
tions. 

The merchant having ſettled his af- 
fairs, was impatient to effect a ſcheme 
he. had formed, of retiring to a remote 
part of the kingdom. Diſguſted with 
mankind, and determined never more 
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to have any intercourſe with his un- 


worthy relatives, he reſolved to paſs 
his future life in ſolitude; and for this 
purpoſe, pitched on a ſmall village, on 
the fartheſt borders of. Northumber- 
land. —Here he purchaſed a pleaſant 
houſe, with about an acre of garden 
ground behind it, and a beautiful mea- 
dow adjoining: his houſhold conſiſted 
only of an elderly woman, who ſuper- 
intended the family, and a footman to 
look after a couple of horſes, and oc- 
caſionally work in the garden. In this 
retired mode of life, he ſoon began to 
recover his native cheerfulneſs of tem- 
per, which, notwithſtanding the ſolitary 
ſcheme he had formed, led him to en- 
joy the ſocicty which ſo ſequeſtered a 
ſituation afforded» In this reſpect the 
ſpot he had choſen, was particularly 
favoured, ſeveral moſt agreeable fami- 
lies reſiding in its vicinity. With 
theſe he took the amuſements of hunt- 
ing, 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 153 


ing, ſhooting, &c. and taſted the plea. 
ſures of rational and virtuous conver- 
ſation..-Here then, good reader, in a 
retirement, which in his own eſteem, 
was a perfect epitome of Elyſium, we 
will leave the good merchant, to en- 
joy the ſatisfaction of a pleaſant coun- 
try, a ſociable neighbourhood, and a 
philoſophical diſpoſition; that ever in- 
clined him to make the moſt. of preſent 
good, without indulging gloomy re- 
flections on the paſt or future. 

We will return to Addington-hall, 
where his jolly worſhip, who was long 
ſince perfectly recovered from his in- 
diſpoſition, had ſcarcely beſtowed a 
thought on his brother, or his affairs. 
He might be in jail for aught he knew, 
'twas the fate of many a deſerving man, 
and if he was—why—he had prudently 
reſolved not to get him out—that's all. 

The ſummer was pretty far advanced, 
and the family began to think of going 
H 5 to 
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to London.—< Suppoſe, ſiſter, we in- 
« vite Miſs Wilſon to accompany us,“ 
{aid the juſtice. | 
If you deſire it particularly, bro- 
« that.” 

« Nay ſiſter, returned he, a little 
diſconcerted at the emphaſis with which 
ſhe had ſpoken.—< 1—] don't deſire it 
I was only thinking it to be an act - 
f kindneſs to a poor girl.“ 

« Well, then the poor girl ſhall go,” 
ſaid ſhe ſmiling ; © but I wiſh ſhe was 
« not quite ſo grave a companion.“ 

« Surely Sophia has naturally a gopd 
« deal of vivacity; but you mean, I 
« ſuppoſe, that ſhe is deficient in fa- 
* ſhionable levity—never fear, child, 


„ the town will mend her.” 


„ believe,” thought Miſs Adding- 
ton, © you hope it will have that effect;” 
tor this lady had too much penetra- 
tion, not to ſuſpect her brother's 


' penchant for Sophia; but as ſhe had 


reaſon 


. 

1 
—— 
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reaſon alſo to ſuppoſe, that matri- 
mony was by no means included in 
his deſigns, ſhe was pretty eaſy on 
the matter; and therefore, to oblige 
him, ſhe took the firſt opportunity of 
importuning Mrs. Stanley to con- 
ſent, that Miſs Wilſon ſhould ac- 
company the family to town. 

Sophia had not- the remoteſt wiſh to 
quit the friendly manſion of her beloved 
benefactreſs; nor did the idea of a jaunt 
to the metropolis afford her the ſmalleſt 
pleaſure.— Mrs. Stanley, ever ready to 
accelerate any meaſure, by which ſne 
thought her dear girl might be advan- 
taged, conſented to the propoſal.— So- 
phia therefore complied, though not 
without reluctance. — Caroline Brown 
had already been engaged to make one 
of the party ; and all things being ready 
for their departure, they ſat off for 


London. 
H 6 Here 
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Here a new world was opened to the 
charming Sophia, not exactly to her 
taſte indeed, who had been uſed to far 
different ſcenes. The unnatural in- 
verſion of hours, peculiar to your peo- 
ple of the ton; the perpetual round of 
company, and diffipation, in which ſhe 
was engaged, often induced her to wiſh 
for the ſober pleaſures, and calm de- 
lights of Coombe :—yet, though by no 
means ſatisfied with her fituation, ſhe 
acquitted herſelf with a gracefulneſs 
and eaſe, as might have led a ſpectator, 
to ſuppoſe ſhe had always been accuſ- 
romed to the ſphere in which ſhe now 
moved. | 

Not ſuch was the cafe with Miſs 
Brown; who, in ſpite of her avowed 
paſſion for genteel life, could not wholly 
diveſt herſelf of a certain air of vulga- 
rity, which diſtinguiſhed in every mo- 
tion the illiterate ruſtic.— Nature had 
given her no pretenſions to wit; but 
this 
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this deficiency, ſhe attempted to ſup- 
ply, by an odious affectation of that 
quality, which never failed to procure 
her the contempt of thofe from whom 
ſhe ſought to acquire applauſe.—She 
launched into every ſpecies of diſſipa- 
tion, with extreme avidity affected 
the utmoſt freedom, and even lieenti- 
ouſneſs of manners, eſteeming ſuch an 
indulgence, the perfection of polite 
breeding; and before ſhe had been a 
quarter of a year in this ſcene of 
taſhion and folly, was become quite a 
demi-rep.—Zealous as were her endea- 
vours to attract admiration, ſhe had the 
extreme morrtification of perceiving all 
her efforts abortive ; whilſt the modeſt, 
gentle, unaſſuming, Sophia, acquired 
the general notice and eſteem at all 
public places to which they went. By 
the mſtaken indulgence of her parents, 
Caroline, was indeed enabled to echpſe 
that lovely girl in the blaze and ſplen- 

dor 
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dor of apparel, which was no ſmall 
gratification of her vanity. 


But beauty (ſays the poet) needs not the fo- 
reign aid of ornament; 
It is when unadorned, adorned the moſt. 


} 
The elegance of Sophia's perſon— 


the expreſſion of her fine features, and 
the delicacy, and refinement of her 
manners, abundantly atoned for the 
deficiency of external. decorations, and 
procured her the admiration for which 
her companion ſighed in vain. So diſ- 
tinguiſhed a preference, it might na- 
turally be ſuppoſed, would not fail to 
awaken ſentiments of envy, in one of 
Caroline's diſpoſition her heart burn- 
ed with all the rage of hatred and ma- 
levolence towards her fair rival, and 
ſhe took all opportunities of ſaying and 
doing a thouſand ill-natured things, 
which the good nature of the other 


generally prevented her from reſenting. 
It 


e 
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It cannot however be imagined, but 
that ſuch a ſituation was not the moſt 
agreeable to one of Sophia's ſenſibility ; 
but ſhe had other reaſons beſides the 
malignity of Miſs Brown, to induce 
her to wiſh herſelf moſt heartily at 


Coombe.—The juſtice having now ob- 


tained the very point he had been la- 
bouring, from the firſt hour he beheld 
her; namely, the having her in the 
ſame home with himſelf, threw off at 
length all reſerve, and ſcrupled not to 
entertain her with his paſſion. Finding 
all his proteſtations were ineffectual, to 
awaken one tender ſentiment in her 
boſom towards him, he at length, 


judging no doubt, of her diſpoſition 


by his own, concluded he might have 
more to hope from her avarice than 
her love, and accordingly, in a very 
tender billet, in which he profeſſed the 
warmeſt paſſion, he preſented her a 
carte-blanche, defiring her to make her 


wn. 
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own terms, as long as ſhe ſhould bleſs 
him with the poſſeſſion of her charm. 
ing perſon. 

The indignation of Sophia at this 
propoſal, may be better imagined than 
deſcribed ; ſhe determined at all events 
to quit the houſe, where ſhe could not 
fuppoſe her honour any longer fafe. 
But the juſtice dreading an affair, fo 
little to his credit, ſhould tranſpire, 
expreſſed ſo much contrition for his 
conduct, that ſhe was prevailed on to 
conceal her refentment, out of regard 
to a family from whom ſhe had, as ſhe 
conceived, recerved obligations. From 
that time, he behaved to her with the 
greateſt reſpect, and ſeemed to have 
loſt all memory of- his former paſſion, 
till an event occurred, which, by awak- 
ening his jealouſy, convinced him that 
he had only ſmothered a regard which 
he was unable wholly to ſuppreſs. 
Among 
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Among the numerous perſons of 
rank, who viſited the Addingtons, 
mere was a Lord Molton, from whom 
Sophia received the moſt flattering diſ- 
tinction. Whenever they went to public 
places, this young nobleman was con- 
ſtantly at her fide, and all his attentions 
were manifeſtly directed to her alone. 
I' ©So ſtriking an attachment could not be 
unobſerved by the juſtice, who, tearing 
be ſhould infallibly loſe the object of 
bis defires, (we do not fay love, for 
that refined ſentiment, we believe his 
= worſhip was incapable of feeling) re- 
; ſolved, fince he could obtain her on no 
other terms, to offer her his hand in 
marriage. Finding her one day alone 
in the parlour, he dropped on one knee 
before her, and began to exprefs his 
contrition for his late unworthy con- 
duct; but ſhe burſt from him with in- 
dignation, and would have left the 

room 
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room immediately, but placing himſelf 
before the door : 4 

« Suſpend,” cried he, “your reſent- 
« ment, but for five minutes; I pro-. 
« miſe not to approach you, if you will 
« only hear what I have to ſay. I love 
« you, Miſs Wilſon, and will make you 
« my true and lawful wife.” 
. © will not hear you on the ſubject ; 
« let me go, Sir, I inſiſt!“ 

c You would not, Madam, have 
« treated Lord Molton thus.” 

« Lord Molton, Sir, never dared to 
te take ſuch a liberty, and if he had” — 

« What then?” impatiently. 

« Then I ſhould have known how to 
e have repulſed him, Sir.“ 

The juſtice's countenance brightened. 
« That's my good girl,” he replied. 
e Then you really do not like his Lord- 
« ſhip?” 

« 1 have no right to ſpeak on that 

« head, 
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« head, as my Lord never impor- 
« tuned me with his addrefles.” 

« Torturing prevarication.—Speak, 
« deareſt girl —ſay, do you not like 
« Lord Molton ?” 

The eagerneſs- with which he ſpake, 
and the anxiety viſible in his counte- 
nance, alarmed her exceedingly. — She 
trembled, and was filent. 

« 'Tis too true,” he reſumed—* yes, 
* yes; "© 160 10,” 

Indeed, Sir, I am not in the leaſt 
* prejudiced in favour of his Lordſhip. 
But open the door; for I poſitively 
«will go.” 

One queſtion more, and I have done. 
When did you hear from Hartly?“ 
“Not ſince he failed.” 


Good again !—Then may I yet 


* hope.—Look you, Sophia I love you, 
* and will raiſe you to the ſtation your 
*merlt demands: nay ſtay, you ſhall 
* hear me.—1 here, in the moſt honour- 

« able 
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« able terms, offer you marriage—accept 
ec then, I entrear, my hand and for- 
tune.” 

« Never, never,” cried ſhe, with e- 
motion, « will I hear you on the ſub- 
« ject :—therfore releaſe me Sir, or I 
«will alarm the family.“ 

« Then go!” cried he, ſtamping his 
foot with indignation.—* Go for a filly 
e chit—to refuſe a man of my fortune, 
« tor ſuch a ſnivelling dog as Hartly.“ 

Sophia heard not this laſt ſpeech—- 
ſhe had flown up to her apartment, 
where ſhe locked herſelf in, and burſt 
into a flood of tears. 

Caroline, who had formed ſome de- 
ſigns on the heart of Lord Molton, 
was a vigilant ſpy on his behaviour to 
Sophia; not a look, or word, eſcaped 
her. She had, however, hopes that a 
diſcloſure of Sophia's dependant firua- 
tion, would be ſufficient to withdraw 
his Lordſhip's devoirs from her; ſhe 
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therefore carefully watched an oppor- 
tunity of dropping ſome hints of that 
kind, —One day, as the company had 
all ſeated themſelves at different card 
tables, Sophia, who never played, took 
out her knotting, and ſat down on a 
ſopha at the other end of the room.— 
Lord Molton alſo, to the entire mor- 
tification of Miſs Brown, declined play- 
ing; for ſhe had endeavoured to con- 
trive him one of her party—Soon after 
he withdrew to the other fide of the 
room, and ſeated himſelf by Sophia. 

« Do you never play, Miſs Wilſon ?” 
laid he. 

« Seldom, my Lord.” 

« Then you are not ſo rigid, as ab- 


* ſolutely to reſolve againſt. cards— 


e ſhall we have a game at picquet.“ 
«I muſt beg to be excuſed, my 
« Lord.” 
Caroline, who had attended to the 
tete a tete, more than to her game, took 
an 
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an opportunity between the deals, to 
remark that fortune had run much a- 
gainſt her, and added, loud enough to 
be heard by his Lordſhip, for whom 
the hint was intended, © I proteſt I 
« muſt ſoon adopt Miſs Wilſon's pru- 
« dent reſolve; for, you know Madam, 
« there is great merit in declining 
« play, when one has nothing to loſe.” 

Lord Molton affected not to hear 
her, though he perfectly underſtood 
the hint, and addreſſing . Sophia, re- 
ſumed, by way of oblique retort on the 
other“ I will not preſs you, charm- 
« ing Miſs Wilſon ; to ſay truth, I ſel- 
« dom knew a young lady fond of 
« cards, who had abilities to amuſe 
cc herſelf more rationally.” 

Caroline heard, and bluſhed with in- 
dignation. Sophia modeſtly replied, 
« She could boaſt no ſuperiority in that 
« reſpect ; but ſhe really did not like 
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e Then you are fond of muſic, per- 
« haps?” bp 
« Yes, paſſionately !” * 


. 4 will propoſe a party to the opera, 1 
| © to-morrow evening.” Sophia bowed = 


aſſentingly and ſoon after the com- FM 
pany broke up. Caroline was exceſſive- "I 
ph cout of humour, and never honoured i 
"5 Sophia with a ſingle word during the 
; . - | . . 
FF rcmainder of the evening.— The ag- : 


| greſſor, (lays a trite maxim) never 38 
JF pardons. | 1 


r 


: CHAPTER NN 


2 NEWS FROM THE EAST, 
COPHIA was one day fitting with 
a large company in the drawing 
room, when the footman delivered her 
aletter—the hand was Hartly's, a glow 
1 of 
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of ſatisfaction gave additional fire · to 
her eyes. She withdrew to read it. 
Caroline, agitated by an irreſiſtible incli- 
nation to let Lord Molten into the 
ſecret, contrived a variety of ſchemes 
for that purpoſe; not doubting but when 
he ſhould underſtand Miſs Wilſon had 
a favourite lover, he would be induced 
to withdraw his addreſſes, and proba- 
bly direct them to herſelf, At laſt-ſhe 
took a chair near enough his Lordſhip, 
for him to overhear what ſhe ſhould 
ſay, without her ſeeming to deſign he 
ſhould do ſo. 

« I dare ſay Miſs Wilſon,” ſaid ſhe, 
addreſſing herſelf to Miſs Addington, 
« has received a long epiſtle from the 
« happy ſwain, by the time it takes 
« her to read it.” 

The bait took exactly.—“ Has Miſs 
e Wilſon then a favoured ſwain?“ 


aſked Lord Molton anxiouſly. 


« Oh 
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Oh yes, my Lord; a very favoured 
« one indeed.” | | 

His Lordſhip fighed, but made no 
reply.—Sophia ſoon after entered the 
room—her eyes looked a little red—the 
carnation of her cheeks was heightened 
— there was alſo more vivacity than TY 
uſual in her air—in ſhort, Lord Molton + 
thought her handſomer than ever — he WL 
was however extremely penſive, which J 
drew on him the raillery oſ the com- 
pany. 

« Really, my Lord,” cried Miſs 
Brown, “ I would not have given you 
« that piece of intelligence, if I had 
* known what a ſad effect it would 
* have had on your Lordſhip's ſpirits.” 
Dear Ladies, I only ſaid, Mifs Wil- 
« ſon might have had a letter from a 
« favourite lover, and ſee what has 
been the conſequence!” 

Sophia was covered with bluſhes— 
my Lord was quite diſguſted with her 

Vol. I. 1 indelicate 
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indelicate raillery, and, in order to give 
the converſation a new turn, as well 
as to relieve Miſs Wilſon from the em- 
barraſſment he ſaw ſhe was under, he 
ſportively replied : 

« You know, dear Ladies, that muſic 
ce 1s allowed the moſt powerful remedy 
« for a ſplenetic humour; which of you 
« will have charity enough to apply 
« the medicine?” 

« That will I,” faid a ſprightly 
young lady, and immediately played a 
lively air on the harpſichord. 

His Lordſhip thanked her—and ad- 
dreſſing Miſs Brown — “ Will not,“ 
ſaid he, © the fair lady whoſe penetra- 
« tion ſo aptly diſcovered the malady, 
« (a little ſarcaſtically) contribute alſo 
«to the cure?“ 

Caroline was compelled to own ſhe 
could not play. 

« There is one who can,“ ſaid the 
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ing her hand, he led her to the in- 


ſtrument, which ſhe touched with ſo 
maſterly a ſkill, as charmed every ear. 
The warm applauſes that were echoed 
from every mouth, grated the malig- 
nant ſoul of Caroline—fhe chatted— 
laughed, and ſaid a thouſand filly 


things to conceal her chagrin. 


Lord Molton ſoon after complaining 
of a head- ach, took his leave, as ſhortly 
did the reſt of the company.—Sophia 
retired to her apartment as ſoon as. ſhe 
decently could, to re-peruſe her dear 
Hartly's letter, which as the reader 
may have ſome curioſity to examine 
alſo, we here give verbatim. 

«© To Miſs Wilſon. 

Can it be poſſible, that almoſt half 
the convexity of the globe ſeparates 
me from my ſoul's better half? Oh, 
Sophia, when I make that reflection, 
it almoſt unmans me: yet when I 
recollect, that I ſuffer this painful 

12 « ablence, 
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« abſence, with a view to facilitate that 
ce deſirable union, which I truſt ſhall one 
« day connect us in indiſſoluble bonds; 
« my ſpirits become more afſured—] 
cc rouſe from my deſpondency, and pur- 
« ſue with alacrity the toil of acquiring 
« wealth—for ſuch my Sophia it is, ac- 
* cording to my idea. My ſtation is lu- 
« crative—yet I carry about me certain 
« feelings, which infallibly prevent me 
« from making the moſt of the advan- 
« tages it offers—the heart which you 
have regulated, cannot forget the 
« ſentiments it caught from you !— 
« Why Sophia, did you teach 1t thoſe 
« refinements; which form an inſu- 
e perable bar to the acquiſition of af- 
« fluence, on thoſe terms ſo many of 
« my predeceſſors have obtained it ?— 
Can I ever forget what you have often 
« ſaid; that you ſhould abhor the 
wealth that was purchaſed at the ex- 
« pence of the heart's beſt feelings. — 

« Exalted 
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« Exalted girl !—but if honour forbids 

« me to be rich, it will at leaſt allow 
«me a competency ; — your generous 
« mind I know is inſenſible to the 
* emotions of ambition—it looks down 
« with noble contempt on the empty 
* pageantry, which attracts the vulgar 
«* eye. — Hail then thou bleſt period, 
« when I ſhall return to claim my So- 
« phia's hand—when, rich in content, 
« and the tendereſt love, we ſhall re- 
tire from the impertinent gaze of the 
* multitude, and enjoy the extatic 
* tranſports of an union founded in the 
« {oul.” 

« Oh, Sophia!. how often do I wiſh 
« for your dear ſociety, in thoſe de- 
„ lightful ſhades, with which kind na- 
ture has adorned this torrid clime, 
Tour lively imagination would de- 
* light in the vivid ſcenes—the mag- 
e nificent landſcapes, which here ariſe 
to the eye. The grand foliage of lofty 
13 « trees 
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« trees—the charming tincture of fruits 
« and flowers, with the airy ſtructure 
“of the buildings that are here and 
« there interſperſed, would have a 
« tranſporting effect on a mind ſo de- 
« licately ſuſceptible of the beautiful 
and ſublime. — But theſe external 
« beauties of nature, are not much 
regarded by Europeans—it is her 
e internal productions, that have ſu- 
te periof: charms for theſe ſons of com- 
© merce.—'Tis gold, my Sophia, gold 
« alone abſorbs their. attention; — but 
e ſtop my pen, - may not the motive 
« be laudable—have they not all, like 
* me, ſome beloved object whom they 
© hope to make happy with the fruits 
« of their toil? They doubtleſs have. 
« Then heaven proſper their endeavours 
cc but ah, let them learn to ſet bounds 
« to theſe deſires let them not tranſ- 
« greſs the immutable laws of conſcience 


« and honour. To labour for the means 
| 5 « of 
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« of evading a painful dependance — 
« the proud man's contumely, and the 
« ſtings whieh patient merit of the un- 
« worthy takes, is allowable, nay com- 
e mendable—but to toil merely with a 
« view of gratitying luxury, or indulg- 
ing voluptuouſneſs, is an idle, perhaps 


« an unjuſtifiable purſuit. A truce, you, 


« cry, With theſe criticiſms, look not at 
« the-human heart through the tube of 
« illiberal prejudice. I have done, my 
* monitreſs, my friend. 

« And now let me aſk after the wel- 
« fare of that generous, that noble mind- 
« ed man, Mr. Charles Addington, and 
«not crowd all enquiries after my 
* friends into the vag end of my letter. 
« Ah, Sophia, you know not the extent 
of his beneficence to your Hartly. 
« The morning of my departure from 


e Coombe, he put a ſmall box into my | 


hand, with orders not to open it till I 
was embarked. Without enquiring 
14 « the 


er 
* 122 D n * 
* * * 
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* the motive of ſo fingular a requeſt, I 
« punctually obeyed it. We had been 
« two days at ſea, when I ventured to 
examine the friendly depofit ; but 
judge my ſurprize at finding it con- 
tain notes to the amount of five hun- 
« dred pounds, folded up in a ſhort 
© billet, which I here tranſcribe.” 


To Edward Hartly. | 

« have incloſed theſe notes, becauſe 

« I know, that in the commercial world, 
« jt is money that gets money. Apply 
« this ſum with judgment, and uſe its 
te accumulation with prudence. Riches 
« are a good; but remember, that rec- 
« titude and benevolence alone conſti- 
« tute them ſo; where theſe are not, 
te they become the greateſt curſe with 
« which heaven can puniſh mankind. 
« You are now going to a country, the 
« very nature of which difpoſes to volup- 


te tuous ſoftneſs ; but be not ſo much 
« afraid 
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« afraid of the climate as the examples 
« of too many of your countrymen. 


« Frequently aſk yourſelf the motive of 


« your voyage. Was it not to riſe on the 
« pinions of induſtry, above the grovel- 
« ling the ſoul depreſſing fetters of 
« indigence, and dependance? If it be 
« ſo, then purſue the end you propoſe ; 
« be diligent — be indefatigable, but 
forget not your humanity, and let me 
« ſee you return within half a dozen 
„years, as rich as a reaſonable man 
« would defire to be. 

« Yours, Charles Addington.” 


« You are an admirer, my Sophia, 
'« of this excellent perſon; how will 
« your veneration be yet heightened 
« by the above incident! Preſent, I 
« beg, my moſt grateful returns — ſay 
but no, it is impoſſible to ſay what 


« ] feel on the occaſion, 
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« To Mrs. Stanley, that pattern of 
« every female virtue, preſent my ſin- 
« cere acknowledgements, for the in- 
« numerable favours conferred on your 
% dear ſelf; my foul melts with the 
© moſt grateful emotion. Ah who 
« knows, but for the friendly aſylum 
« her benevolence has afforded, the 
* woman whom I love above myſelf, 
* had ſhrunk beneath the piercing 


* blaſt of?—I will not go on; imagin- 


e ation recoils at the dreadful picture 
eit once ſo frequently drew. Yes, So- 
« phia, it drew it with the pencil of 


« heart rending anxiety, and bade the 


tears of affection water the gloomy 
piece. When J ſaw you left an or- 
% phan, when I reflected on your ac- 
% compliſhments, your refinement of ſen- 
« timent; Icurſed the partial hand of for- 
e tune, that had with-held me the means 


of becoming your protector. Some 


times I ſaw you a humble dependant 
«on 
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pects which now. open to my view. 
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on ſome capricious woman of qua- 
lity; my heart bled at the idea of 
your feelings. Sometimes I beheld 

a lawleſs libertine, plotting the de- 

ſtruction of your innocence. My brain 

was fired: I reſolved never to leave 
you till I had prevailed on you to 

give me your hand; but honour 
commonly met me in the way. Un- 

worthy Hartly! it exclaimed, wouldſt 

thou ruin the very woman thy ſoul 

doats on, by allying her to want, 

and miſery? No, rather tear thyſelf 
from her preſence, and, ſeek the 

means of xaiting her to a ſtation 

worth demands. 

« But how I ramble—theſe, my amia- 

ble Sophia, were often my reveries 

at Coombe ; I, will not ſuffer them 

to intrude on thoſe. ſmiling proſ- 


<& throat — — 


Surely a benignant providence will 
favour our attachment — I will not 


I 6 « doubt 
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- © doubt it—we ſhall—we ſhall be hap. 
„ Remember you; have: promiſed 
me your correſpondence ;” 


« Heaven ſure taught letters for ſome wretch's 
60 aid, | 
t Some baniſh'd lover, or ſome conſtant 
« maid ; | 
„They live—they breathe—they ſpeak what 
« love inſpires 
« Warm from the heart, and faithful to its 
« fires. 
« Speed the ſoft intercourſe from ſoul to ſoul, 
« And waft a ſigh from Indus, to the pole, 
5 


Such then ſhall be my conſolation 


* 


— 


* during my painful abſence from the 


« friend of my heart — hence will be 
« derived the only real fatisfaction, 
« which in his preſent comfortleſs ſitua- 
tion, can be felt by 
« Her faithful 

« Edward Hartly.” 


CHAP. 


n 
. 


2 
4 
*y 
* 

$ 
a 
7 
* 

i" 
" 
* 

* 
BH 

£ 
52 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 181 
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CHAPTER XVI. 


EXCURSION To KENSINGTON GARDENs. 


18 intelligence which Caroline 

had ſo officiouſly given Lord 
Molton reſpecting Sophia's attachment, 
had ſecretly occaſioned him much 
anxiety ; for he paſſionately loved that 
young lady, and' in ſpite of the liber- 
tiniſm of his character, had determined 
to make her an offer of his hand. The 
information above-mentioned, had by 
no means cruſhed his hopes, as he had 
induſtriouſly learned the real fituation 
of her lover; and had therefore no idea 


of an attachment of ſo romantic a na- 


ture, as could induce a girl of no fortune 
to renounce a nobleman of a good 
eſtate, and no contemptible perſon, 
for the ſake of a young fellow with 
whom ſhe could expect little better than 
indigence 
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indigence and obſcurity. His acquaint. 
ance with the world, and the knowledge 
he thought he had acquired of the female 
heart, ſuffered him. not to indulge ſo 
extravagant a belief: he therefore ſought 
an opportunity of revealing. his paſſion 
to Sophia, nor was it long ere chance 
provided him one exactly toghis wiſh, 
The ladies had agreed on going to 
Kenſington .gardens ; bis lordſhip. and 
Mr. Sydney (who was a conſtant at- 
tendant on Miſs Addington) were of 
the party. At the end of one of the 
walks, Lord Molton took out of his poc- 
ket, a handſome pair of Dreſden ruffles, 
which he had that morning purchaſed, 
and aſked the opinion of the company, 
as to their value. Caroline and Miſs 
Addington, ſlightly examining them, 


gave them to Sophia, and immediately 


turned into a different walk. Sophia, 
whoſe hours in the country had been 


chicfly divided between her needle and 
| her 
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her books, was a connoiſſeur in that 
art; and examining the. ruffles with 
great attention, was ſo much pleaſed 
with the beauty of, the work, as to be 
wholly. unobſervant of the departure. of 
her company. This was the very criſis 
his lordſhip had deſired ; and he there- 
fore embraced the opportunity to ex- 
preſs his paſſion, in terms ſo earneſt 
and ſerious, that ſhe was for ſome time 
too much ſurpriſed to be able to an- 
ſwer a word. At laſt ſne was enough 
compoſed to thank him for the honour 
of his good opinion, of which, ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe ſhould retain a grateful remem- 
brance; but added, it was impoſſible 
the could ever liſten to him on the 
ſubject, and deſired he never more would 
revive it. The air with which ſhe 
had uttered this reply, convinced him 
it was not the reſult of a coquettiſh 
diſpoſition ; he was diſconcerted. So- 


phia deſired him inſtantly to conduct 
ker 


184 EDWARD AND. SOPHIA 


her to the company — he affected ro 


comply—and immediately ffruck into 


a walk, where he well knew they had 


not entered. 


« You have enjoined me, my dear 


« Miſs Wilſon,” reſumed he, as they 


walked on, © to what it is not in my 


cc 


«ce 


10 


power to obey you in.— Can a man 
ſo deeply enamoured, ſee the object 
of his affections, and not expreſs the 
regard he feels for her?“ 
« If that is the caſe, my lord, I muſt 
take care that you don't ſee me; for 
never can I—never ought I to hear 
theſs ſentiments from your lordſhip.” 
« Never ought, my deareſt Madam— 
ſurely I cannot comprehend the 
term.” 
« No, my lord, I repeat it, I never 
ought ; your Lordſhip's rank — my 
own fituation, make it highly im- 
proper.” 

« Oh, 
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« Oh, Miſs Wilſon! why will you 10 
« thus wound my very ſoul by expreſ- Sd 
« fions, which imply a doubt of my Lt. 
« ſincerity? Had I addreſſed you, Ma- —_ 
dam, with vague unmeaning proteſ- i 
tations of my paſſion, you 'had a 9 
« right to have doubted; but great as bo. 


the charms of your lovely perſon bt! 


« are, 'tis the incomparable nobleneſs = 
of your mind, that I chiefly adore.— 
* I make you a tender of<my heart, Wc 
e lovelieſt of women; but with that, 9 
« I tremblingly offer my hand alſo.. 14638 

Sophia bluſhing, replied, with ſome 5 


« Lord. I cannot accept the honour 1 
* you would confer.” l 4 
« Ah, then I fear, Miſs Wilſon, your 1 
affections are already engaged.“ 14 
Sophia looked down and was ſilent. | | 1 N 
« Speak deareſt Madam, (he re- 14 
ſumed) © with that frankneſs, which ſo i 
ij « nobly 108 
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cc 


nobly diſtinguiſhes you—tell me that 
I have a happier rival. 

“ Oh, my Lord, ſay no more I en- 
treat you.” 

« By heaven but I muſt—tell a cri- 
minal on the rack, not to utter a 
groan. As well charming Sophia, may 
you expect me to be ſilent, when my 
heart is ſo warmly intereſted—no, I 
muſt, ſtill importune you, till you 
confirm my hopes or fears.” 

The impaſſioned accents in which he 


ſpoke, really frightened her: * What 


«c 


muſt I ſay, my Lord,” ſaid The tre- 


mulouſly. 


« Say you will accept my hand,” 


cried he impatiently. 


« Impoſſible, my Lord.” 
« Say then your affections are en- 


„ gaged. 


« Well, my Lord, I own it,” bluſh- 


ing. 


« Hah! 


Pot} ©. % 19 
— 1 4 > CAP 
3 8 : 

Jay 6 l 
Ces: & u. 
” 4 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


40 


cc 


ec 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


| OX <0 Ce * wy * A ne Set - SF: 8 
as 2 > , * + l 4. , — n T e 3 
© SAG: pd l $', 3 5 — e n O05 we RET, 9 Vew 25 e —— 
Tas =} x Aral "= 1 | ae 98 8 k EFT Ss. k 3 r 
e N 33 I A » > & «« N . 2 * * U * * 5 4 * 4 25 1 K "=: of 1 
* - * a * 4 a. * 7 $0 4 * —— ks Je — 4 A I <W4YG, 
N Ars >, $3 _— - , ̃ ,,], % OR LTD 


Ns 
1 
79 e 
N LL 
* 3 
* r 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 187 


« Hah!” exclaimed he wildly, “ then 
it is too true; but conſider, Miſs Wil- 
ſon, (after a moment's pauſe), conſi- 
der your own merits, the rank they 
molt certainly entitle you to; conſider 
alſo the unpromiſing proſpects of 
this happy man, and be more juſt, 
[ befeech you, to yourſelf.” f 
* But would your Lordſhip be con- 
tent with a hand without a heart?“ 


« No, Madam,” replied he, warmly ; 


my paſſion is of too ardent a nature, 
to be ſatisfied with that alone ; but 
ſo exalted an opinion have I of your 
nobleneſs of mind, that ſhould pru- 
dence induce you to accept the hand 
I offer, I am convinced your virtue 
would ſecure me the firſt place in 
your attections.”” *' 
« We will not diſpute that point, 
my Lord ; ſuffice it for me to add, 
that honour, to ſay no more, forbids 
my liſtening to ſuch a propoſal.” 
Where 
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e Where have you been?“ cried Miſs 
Addington, who now perceived them 
approaching, © we have been half the 
« garden over, to ſeek for you.” 

J was ſo much engaged,” returned 
Sophia, heſitatingly, “ in looking at the 
« work, that I really did not perceive 
« your departure.” Caroline exceſſively 
longed to indulge her ſplenetic humour 
on this occaſion; but ſhe dreaded a 
ſecond retort from his Lordſhip, and 
was therefore forced to content herſelf 
with darting ſome envious glances at 
Sophia, whom ſhe could not forgive, 


for engroſſing ſo much of his company; 
but as ſoon as they were returned home, 


ſne gave full ſcope to her ſpiteful hu- 
mour, and called her in plain terms, 
a vain, conceited chit, in having the 


folly to ſuppoſe Lord Molton was 
caught by her baby face. 


« Really, Caroline,” returned ſhe, 
with a moſt provoking ſangfroid, © if 
| «« I had 
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Ce) 


“J had known you had a particular 


deſire for his Lordſhip's company, 
I would have hinted 1t to him, as de- 
« licately as poſſible.” 

« I, Miſs, a deſire for his company! 
« no truly, I know better what belongs 
« to my character, than to lay baits for 
« an empty title.“ 

« It is really a pity,” returned So- 
phia, “ continuing the metaphor, 
« that anglers ſo ſoon loſe their tem- 
per, when the bait happens not to 
« ſtrike.” 

This was the firſt time Sophia had 
condeſcended to reply to any of Caro- 
line's malicious inuendoes. Perhaps it 
being now unexpected, contributed to 
aggravate the fury of that ill-tempered 
girl, for ſhe inſtantly loſt all patience, 
and flying acroſs the room, had uſt 
laid her hands on Sophia's cap, when 
the door ſuddenly opened, and diſco- 
vered the juſtice. 
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« Hey-day, girls, what ſquabbling !” 
Caroline abaſhed and enraged, at be- 
ing diſcovered in ſo furious an attitude, 
flung herſelf into a chair, ſobbing from 
mere paſſion. As ſoon as ſhe could 
ſpeak, ſhe exclaimed : | 

« Tt is monſtrous hard, —and I am 
« ſure my papa would not ſuffer me 
« to be inſulted, by ſuch a beggarly 
« thing.” 

« Hold, Miſs, interrupted the juſ- 
tice, piqued at hearing ſuch a degrad- 
ing epithet beſtowed on Sophaa : © that 
« lady is not a beggar, nor ſhall be 
« while I live.“ 

« My dear Sir,” reſumed ſhe, having 
by this time ſummoned all her art to 
her aid; “I was only tenderly remon- 
« ftrating to Miſs Wilton, on the im- 
« prudence of being alone an hour and 
* a half with Lord Molton, in a pri- 
« vate part of the garden, when ſhe 
« abuſed me in the moſt violent man- 


e 
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© ner. To be ill-treated for good advice, 
is certainly very provoking: I own 
5 1 « I was enraged; but for the future, 
4 ſhe ſhall act as ſhe pleaſe.” 

With which deſigning ſpeech, ſhe 
abruptly left the room. 

« I hope, Miſs Wilſon,” ſaid the 
juſtice, as ſoon as ſhe was gone, 
this is not true—you would not act 
« ſo imprudently I think.“ 

« I acknowledge, Sir,” ſhe replied, 
with all the frankneſs of innocence, 
« I was with his lordſhip; but our 
« ſeparation from the company, was 
« entirely undeſigned by either of us.” 

« Well, well, fo I ſhould hope; but 
« what was the ſubject he entertained 
« you upon? Eh 
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Sophia looked embarraſſed. 

725 « Love, I ſuppoſe,” he reſumed.— 
I | * Come tell me, did not his Lordſhip 
b make you an offer of his addreſſes? 
, | de Aye, 
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« Aye, I ſee he did; but did you ac. 
« cept them, child?“ 

« Tndeed, Sir, I did not.” 

© That's well—I believe you Sophia 
« —you ſhall not be a loſer by it, I 
« afſure you—a plain country gentle- 

« man, with four thouſand a year, is 
« better than a fopling Lord, whoſe ! 
« eſtate is probably every foot of it 
« mortgaged — is it not, you little 

« rogue?” 

Sophia complaining, of a head-ach, 
deſired to withdraw. Aye, go to |} 
« bed ſweet,” he returned, © and get 
ce yourſelf well for my ſake.” 

As ſoon as Sophia got up to her 
chamber, ſhe burſt into tears—the be- 
haviour of Caroline diſtreſſed her ex- 
tremely, for though ſhe had affected to 
treat it with indifference, ſhe never- 
theleſs felt it moſt ſeverely. The ſhafts 
of envy and ill nature, never failed to 


wound her ſuſceptible heart—a frown, 
a loox 
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2 look of contempt, or an unkind ex- 
preſſion, excited in her breaſt, a degree 
of anguiſh, which thoſe who are not 
much burdened with ſenfibility, can 
have but a faint idea of. 


——— P 2 — 


CHAPTER XVIII. 


A MEDLEY OF PLO Ts. 


Con mornings after this, as Lord 
Molton was walking in the Park, 

he was accoſted by a Mr. Allsford, a 
faſhionable libertine, with whom he 
had long been on terms of the ſtricteſt 
friendſhip ; that is, they had been mu- 
tually aiding and aſſiſtant to each other 
in all the ſchemes of intemperance, 
which their diſſipated principles led 
them into: for we aſſure the courteous 
reader, that the term friendſhip, with 
Wi. . K perſons 
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perſons of their character, means no- 
thing more. 


« 


cc 


4 


« What! my 100 Molton in the 
Penſeroſo ſtyle?“ 

« Even ſo Jack, I aſſure thee.” 

6 What, has your favourite Dulcinea 
been ſeized with a qualm of con- 
ſcience? or has ſome hen-pecked 
d——] diſcovered your deſign of 
honouring him with a pair of ant- 
ters 7”) 


« Neither—you cannot gueſs—I am 
ſeriouſly in love.” 


„ Hah! hah! hah |—that indeed, I 


ſhould never have gueſſed. In love 


what, my Lord Molton turned a 


whining lover at laſt. Prithee who 
is the girl?“ 

* You have ſeen Miſs Wilſon.” 

tec Seen her! Yes, often. Marry, I am 
glad it is no worſe. Come come, the 
malady then I find is not incurable.” 


„What do'ſt mean, Jack?“ 


« Why 
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« Why I mean, that ſhe has neither 
fortune nor friends, to ſtand in the 
way of your wiſhes. She 1s certainly 
come-at-able.”” 

« You miſtake; her virtue is invin- 
cible.“ 

« Have you then tried it?“ 

« No faith, nor ever would, if I 
could help it. I meant to have mar- 
ried her. Can'ſt believe it?“ 

« As you affirm it, my Lord, other- 
wiſe had the whole world joined in 
the aſſertion, I ſhould not have cre- 
dited ſo improbable a ſtory. But 
give me leave to aſk, Molton, how 
long you have been inſane.” 

« Ever ſince I knew this bewitching 
girl—if it be inſanity.” 

« Well, if nothing but a matrimonial 
doſe will effect your cure, why don't 
you apply the medicine? Or do'ſt 
think 1t worſe than the diſeaſe?” 


K 2 « J wil 
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« I will tell thee, Jack. I was fool 
te enough to make her a formal offer of 
« marriage, though I know ſhe is both 
« deſtitute of fortune, and of an ob- 
« ſcure birth; but, would you believe 
te it? though the propoſal muſt have 
« flattered the vanity of any woman 
ce in her ſituation, ſhe is unmoved at 
* my ſuit.” 

« All fineſſe, my . mere female 
« artifice.” 

“No, her heart is pre-engaged—and 
& to a young fellow, as obſcure, and 
« deſtitute as herſelf.” 

«© What a romantic being is it! ut 
&© what then will you do?“ ; 
WW & Force her to marry me.” 

9 6e J bluſh for you, my Lord. What, 

a 66 tie yourſelf to a wife who acknow- 
A c ledges no penchant for your perſon ! | | 
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«© No, Jack, I mean ſo to contrive 
« it, that ſhe ſhall think my conde- 
© ſcending to marry her, a favour 
c which demands all her gratitude and 
« affcction.—l deſign, if I can accom- 
ce pliſh the ſcheme, to carry her off: 
«© when I ſhall take ſuch effectual care 
6 to humble her pride, that ſhe will 
«© be glad to ſue for the hand ſhe de- 
% ſpiſes now.“ 

« An excellent ſcheme or you may 
then be ſure of her, on your own 
ce terms, my Lord. There will be no 
«© neceſſity of acting the farce of matri- 
« mony in that caſe, I preſume.” 

« Faith I can't anſwer for myſelf; 
« but you promiſe me your aſſiſtance 
« if neceſſary? 

« Can you doubt it? You know I am 
© ever yours.“ | 

Company then joining them, put an 


end to the converſation, and ſoon after 


his Lordſhip departed, in order to 
con- 
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conſider more fully of his plan. As 
Sophia never went out alone, it had 
fomewhat the appearance of impracti- 
cability ; but in ſuch caſes, the difficulty 
attending the purſuit enhances the value 
of ſucceſs. 

Sophia's ſituation with the Adding- 
tons became daily more difagreeable. 
Caroline's jealouſy was grown to ſo in- 
tolerable a height, that ſhe no longer 
obſerved towards her the common 
forms of civility. She had alſo over- 
heard ſome hints from the juſtice, 
which convinced her that he had made 
propoſals of marriage to Sophia — an 
intelligence ſhe failed not to communi- 
cate to'Miſs Addington, who not alto- 
gether pleaſed at the news, regarded that 
young lady in a light ſo cold and un- 
friendly, as rendered her reſidence in 
that family extremely painful, and ſhe 
determined on ſoliciting permiſſion from 


Mrs. Stanley, for her quitting town. 
With 
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With this view, ſhe ſat down in the 
parlour one afternoon, when the ladies 
were gone out on a viſit; but ſhe had 
ſcarcely begun her letter, when the 
juſtice entered. 

«© Writing, Miſs Wilſon?“ 

« Yes, Sir, to Mrs. Stanley.“ 

He had not however the politeneſs to 
withdraw ; but ſeating himſelf by her 
fide, began to addreſs her in the old 
ſtrain, of love, &c. which was always 
moſt painful to Sophia, who roſe im- 
mediately to quit the room. 

«© No, Miſs Wilſon,” ſaid he, taking 
her hand, I muſt not permit you to 
leave me—at leaſt hear if you cannot 
« pity me.” The moving ſoftneſs of 
his accent, affected the gentle heart of 
Sophia; ſhe could not bear the 1dea 
that a man of his years — the guar- 
dian too of her Hartly, ſhould implore 
her pity.—She ſat down in a chair, and 
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| 


1 ſighed — the juſtice dropped on one 
knee. ö N 
e Riſe, Sir, I intreat,” ſaid ſhe; 
i ** that poſture but ill becomes a per- 
% ſon of your character.” 
* No, Sophia,” ſaid he, ardently, 
J will not riſe till you conſent to 
% make me happy.” ; | 
I cannot ſuffer that ſtile from the 
& friend, the paternal guardian of Mr. 
« Hartly.” 12 
« Why will you name him? Banin 
« his idea from your mind, and con- 
« deſcend to become the wife of a man 
ce who adores you, and whoſe fortune 
« will ſupport you in the condition for 
« which you were undoubtedly de- 
4 ſigned.” 

« Not a word more on the ſubject,” 
ſaid ſhe, attempting to riſe, but he 
ſeized her hand, and preſſed it with 
emotion to his lips. 7 
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At that moment the door opened, 


and Miſs Addington, accompanied by 


Caroline, appeared with a countenance 
inflamed by paſſion. They had liſtened 
ſome time at the door, and over- 
heard all that had paſſed; for the 
envious Miſs Brown, not doubting but 
the juſtice would embrace the oppor- 
tunity of their abſence to urge his ſuit, 
had prevailed on Miſs Addington to 
return home, and ſurpriſe them unex- 
pectedly. The juſtice, exceſſively cha- 


grined at the preſence of his ſiſter, 


flipped out of the room, leaving Sophia 


to endure the violent effuſion of her 


reſentment — it burſt, indeed, like a 
dreadful tempeſt on her head. 
« So, Miſs!” ſaid the enraged lady, 
have I at laſt diſcovered your arts? 
« Mean as you are, to practiſe your 
« baſe defigns on a family, from which 
you bave received ſuch obligations.” 
K 5 1 Indeed 
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Indeed, Ma'am,” replied the trem- 
bling Sophia, I have not deſerved 
4 indeed I am innocent of“ 
Oh yes!” interrupted Miſs Ad. 


dington, in a ſarcaſtic tone, © I know 


you are all innocence, But know, 
* ungrateful wretch, I will no longer 
„ bear you in my fight. - This night 
© you ſhall, I am reſolved, quit the 
« houſe; ſo pack up your things and 
© depart 142508; Fins here _ N 
«© no more.“ 

With this menace, ſhe 8 out of 
the room. Caroline's looks wore an 
air of malignant ſatisfaction, as ſhe 
followed her. Half dead with terror and 
aſtoniſhment, Sophia ſunk down on the 
ſopha—What could ſhe do? It was late, 
and the evening drew on apace. The 
next morning ſhe would have gladly ſer 
out for her dear native village but ſhe 
muſt quit the houſe that very hour: 


Where to go, ſhe knew not —no ac- 
quaintance 


* 


ey IP I IO; os. Ln 5 * io x is F - 
* 5 i . ES TY r — "4 
OE AS oh na” JFF BF eg 


EDWARD AND SOPHIA. 203 


quaintance in London ca ſtranger to 
almoſt every part of it. Tis hard 
« tis very hard,” cried ſhe, burſting in- 
to tears. 

A more diſtreſſing ſituation for a feel- 
ing mind could ſcarcely have been ima- 
gined. We preſume Miſs Addington, 
in the fury of her reſentment, never 
once turned her thoughts to the dan- 


gers which awaited a young woman ſo 


circumſtanced; otherwiſe we think ſhe 
could not have been ſo cruel as to deny 
her the aſylum of her houſe, till her re- 


moval might have been conveniently. 


adjuſted. We hazard this conjecture, 
being unwilling to repreſent a female 


character as totally devoid of huma- 


nity. *® 


At the very moment when Sophia was 
linking beneath the anguiſh which diſ- 
tracted her breaſt, Lord Molton entered 


the room. 
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« For heaven's ſake,” cried he, in the 
1 utmoſt aſtoniſhment, „what can have 
{ happened, deareſt Madam, to occa- 
1 « ſion this poignant diſtreſs?” . 
Sophia could only anſwer by ſighs and 
rears, 
« Speak, charming Miſs Wilſon—Oh, 
*« honour me with your confidence—my 
« life, Madam, is at your ſervice!” 
„ Leave me, my lord,” ſaid ſhe— 
« leave a poor unfortunate girl.” 
« No, never,” returned he, ardently— 
* till I ſee you more compoſed, or am 
« permitted to ſhare your affliction.” 
The moſt diſtant gleam of friendſhip 
has a charm which allures the wretched 
to look up to it. We wonder not, then, 
that Sophia, 6ppreſſed as ſhe was by the 
| keeneſt anguiſh—loaded with unmerited 
reproach, and abandoned, apparently, 
by all the world, ſhould readily pour 
her ſorrows into the ſympathizing bo- 
ſom 
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ſom of Lord Molton. She related to him 
the cauſe of her ſorrow. 

Is it poſhble,” cried he, in a tone of 
diſpleaſuge, “ that Miſs Addington could 
« be ſo inhuman Look on me, lovely 
« creature, as a friend who will never 
« deſert _— confidence in my 
« advice: 

« What is that, my lord! 

« To leave the houſe immediately.” 

« That I am compelled to do: but 
© whither, alas! 

« J have a relation, Madam, who will 
ce be proud to receive Miſs Wilſon, in- 
terrupted his lordſhip. 

As much diſtreſſed as Sophia was, ſhe 
immediately perceived the impropriety 
of ſuch a meaſure, and poſitively de- 
clined it. 

« No, my lord,” faid ſhe, © I will ſet 


« out inſtantly for Coombe—that happy 


« native village, which would to heaven 


« I had never quitted !” 
K 6 « You 
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« You alarm me What! travel by 
« night, and alone? 

« Oh, my lord, I dread not the night— 
te the ſooner I am from hence the bet- 
« ter—] have a dear friend who will re- 
& joice to receive me.” 

His lordſhip pauſed « Well, Ma- 
dam,” ſaid he, © may I then hope you 
« will permit me to protect you ?” 
| © I ſhall go alone, my lord—What i iS 
« there to fear?” . 
She then rang for a ſervant to order a 
chaiſe ; but theſe people having moſt of 
them witneſſed the diſgracetul treatment 
ſhe had received from their lady, thought 
themſelves exempted from all reſpect 
to her ſummons— not a ſoul appeared. 

« My ſervant, Madam,” ſaid his lord- 
ſhip, «© will readily execute your com- 
« mands—Shall I ſend my footman for 
« a chaiſe ?” 

Sophia bowed aſſent. His lordſhip 
ſtepped out, and in a few minutes re- 

turned, 
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turned, telling her { chaiſe was ordered. 
He had, indeed, offered his own chariot i i 
but Sophia had peremptorily refuſed it. " 

This interval he therefore employed „ 
in urging his paſſion with all the warmth Weil, 
| imaginable; and earneſtly ſolicited: per- 10 | 
Oy miſſion to viſit her at Mrs. Stanley's. e 
| « As a friend, my lord,” ſhe'returned, 1 
* I ſhall always reſpect your lordſhip— il 
« but in no other light.“ 

4 Cruel Miſs Wilſon !—How cold is 
* that expreſſion but I will no longer 1 1 
« 1mportune you at preſent. Tour ſor- 
rows, Madam, are mine—an@&the in- 1 
« dignity you have received I ſhall re- 1 | 
&« ſent as ſuch.”— 3 
« Heaven forbid, my lord you ſhould | 
beſtow a thought on a flight affront 1 
e offered to one whom nobody knows or 
« cares for.“ 

Juſt as his lordſhip was about to re- 
= ply, the chaiſe drove up to the door. — 
Poor Sophia had no kind friend to take 
4 leave 


= 
x \ 
n 
es 7 SF 
> 3 
r 
a 3 
N 
e 
— i 46-4 
9 SETS 1 
A 
a e 
* © CU 
Yay . 
* 
8 
N 
7 
1 
. 
* 
wry, 0 
I 
3 
HJ 
A 8 
* 
4 
2 
1 
8 
+ 885 
Ws 
1 
* 
K 
** p 
J * 
I: 7 
* 
A 
7 
= 
oF 1 
i 
b 2 
ff 
; 
A 2 
1 > 
I 
Fl 
wy. 
7 
$f 
4 * 
55 
F 
1 8 
1 
Fat” 
e. 
** 
* 
28 
T 
be 
F 
F 


1 E 
8 


S 


© 036: e e Peas 


i: 
— 
A 


ERR. Dn USE Is St On EE, 
ONT AN 0 IS A ESO 5 


5 
- 
— 


- 
22 
> 2 6 
1 : 
£2 VO 
EV * 32 
— 


8 


* dk —— 83 — * 
PL 
* l 17 | 


— CN I Re IAC ID 


. 
* 
4 5 z 
od x 
5 — 
- 


8 _ r —— 5 * 2 ot a — a 
YC * . bs } 0s 2 
— — — Reo has S - 7 om 
— = AY a - 'B- 4 hea 3 n - — 
— * — ww : 7 hos o > wy Rm. 4 o 8 2 oo C _ 


— 
YES. Bo — 
= "=> — 2 —— 
— CE ò wtön. I en LS 


2 * 
” Mons rac; — 


ay — a — — —_ - 
__ - 
— 


———— — — _ 


— . Sw 
— 
—_ 
2 — 
— a 2 - * N oo 9 1 — = — 
Rog OR A r 2 
"IP »= ai Yor A" a . L 
a a I 


> {A 22 


1 * — 


— 
—— 


yay 


by. I > - ® 
. 


} 258 EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


#4 leave of—the Juſtice was from home 
1 he had gone out ſome hours before, to 
divert his chagrin. Miſs Addington 
and Caroline were above ſtairs; they 
looked out at the window as Lord Mol- 
ton handed her to the chaiſe Sophia 
bowed to each; but neither returned the 
ſalute, and the chaiſe drove off. 
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CHAPTER XD. 


AS USUAL IN NOVELS—DISTRESS, 


OR the firſt half hour, Sophia was 

ſo wholly abſorbed in meditating 

on the diſagreeable occurrence of the 
day, that ſhe ſcarcely perceived ſhe was 
out of the noiſe of London. At length, 
her thoughts aſſumed a more agreeable 
turn. The reflection, that ſhe was now 
on her way to her beſt—her beloved 
friend, gave her a pleaſure ſhe had long 
been unacquainted with. She had never 
liked the town, and the treatment ſhe 
had received from the family in which 
ſhe reſided, had not contributed to re- 
move her diſtaſte. The tranquillity— 
the ſocial pleaſures of Mrs. Stanley's 
friendly manſion, aroſe to her imagina- 
tion; and ſhe determined no more to 
reſign 
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reſign them for the fallacious allurements 
of public life. Nothing could have ex- 
ceeded the beauty of the evening: the 
moon was riſen, and ſhewed, with a 
pleaſing light, the agreeable views that 


at every turning opened to the ſight. 


The ſpring was pretty far advanced, 


and the opening buds and flowers dif- 


fuſed a balſamic odour through the air, 
which, together with her own agreeable 
reflections, rendered the journey hitherto 
exceſſively pleaſant. 

At length ſhe enquired of the driver, 
how much farther it was to the next 
ſtage? The man replied, © not more 
te than three miles; and again drove on 
with the utmoſt rapidity. The fatigue 
her ſpirits had endured in the day, diſ- 
poſed her to fleep; and, on awaking 
about an hour after, ſhe was ſurpriſed, 
on looking out of the window, to find 
no town in view. Another half hour 
elapſed—ſtill no proſpect of any town. 
« Surely, 
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« Surely, driver,” ſaid ſhe, © you muſt 
« have miſtaken the road! 

« ] believe not, Madam—but I will 
« enquire at the cottage yonder.“ 

The man alighted from his horſe, 
knocked at the door, and ſaid ſomething 
to the old woman who came out with a 
light—then approached the chaiſe, with 
the utmoſt concern in his countenance. 

« Then we are really out of the way?” 
{aid Sophia, reading his looks. | 

C Not much, Madam—the next turn- 
e ing will ſet us right. Z—ds! I thought 
q every ſtep of this road but 
« we ſhall ſoon get to the next ſtage,” 
added he, remounting and whipping his 
horſes, as if he meant to revenge his own 
blunder on the poor beaſts. 

It was about ten o'clock, when he 
again ſtopped the chaiſe, ſeemingly in 
great embarraſſment. 

« Lord have mercy,” cried Sophia, 
inexpreſſibly alarmed—* where are we?” 

| « I will 
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« I will enquire,” returned the driver, 
in a tone of perplexity, and immediately 
knocked at the door of a little ſnug box; 
when a tight country girl came out with 
a light. 

. « Be fo good,” cried the affrighted 
Sophia, © to tell us where we are,” 

« Upon Aſcot Heath, Madam,” re- 
turned the girl. 

« Deuce take me for a fool,” ex- 
claimed the fellow: © Have I been whip- 
« ping and cutting ſo long for this ?— 
« Madam, I humbly aſk your pardon, 
« but indeed I thought I knew the road 
«- blindfolded.” 

Sophia was quite ſicx with vexation. 
« Let us drive any where for the night,” 
ſaid ſhe, with the utmoſt agitation, 

By this time, a genteel looking young 


man came out of the villa, and, being 


told the caſe, ſtepped up to the chaiſe— 


It was a face Sophia had ſeen before. 
« Mr, 
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« Mr. Allsford!” exclaimed ſhe, re- 
collecting him. 

The gentleman bowed—looked at her 
for half a ſecond « Heaven's!” cried 
he, in a tone of ſurprize “ Miſs Wil- 
« ſon! J am heartily ſorry, Madam, for 
* this diſagreeable adventure; but I beg 
you will permit my mother the happi- 
e neſs of accommodating you for the 
night.“ 

« By no means. I thank you, Mr. Alls- 
ford only have the goodneſs to di- Wi 
rect the driver to the next town or nie: 
« village.” | 
« There is none nearer, Madam, than 
eight or ten miles.” 

« And that,” rejoined the driver,“ is 
farther than the poor beaſts can 
“ crawl.” ö 

« You muſt, then, Madam, fgyour us 
with your company.—The driver 
„ ſhall have a bed, and his horſes be 
1 taken care of. To-morrow,“ added 
. he, 
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he, “ you will be able to ſet out as ſoon 
« as you like.” 

Sophia found there was no alterna- 
tive ; yet, 1n this perplexity, thought it 
a happineſs to have met with ſome one 
ſhe knew. She gave her hand to Mr. 
Allsford, who handed her reſpectfully 
out of the chaiſe, and conducted her in- 
to the parlour, where, as ſoon as ſhe was 
ſeated, he ſtepped: out to give proper 
orders that care might be taken of the 
horſes. Mean while the ſervant girl en- 
tered with cake and wine. As ſhe was 
preſenting it, ſhe ſaid that Mrs. Alls ford 
was confined to her chamber by a ſlow 
fever, and that her maſter was half diſ- 
tracted on his mother's account; “for, 
added ſhe, © he is a very tender-hearted 
« gentleman.” 

Mr Allsford returning, made ſome 
enquiries after the Addington family, 
and expreſſed his ſurpriſe at Sophia's 
quitting town ſo early ; to which, how- 

ever, 
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ever, ſhe returned a ſlight anſwer, and 


ſoon after ſupper being brought in, he 
genteelly apologized for his mother's 
being unable to perform the honours of 
the table, adding, ſhe would have been 
extremely happy in the company of ſo 
amiable a gueſt. Sophia was prevail- 
ed on to eat the wing of a chicken— 
and after chatting ſome little time after 
ſupper, it growing late, ſhe retired to 
the apartment provided for her; to 
which ſhe was attended by the ſame 


modeſt looking girl ſhe had ſeen be- 


fore.— Having locked the door, ſhe 
ſoon reſigned herſelf to the balmy 
power of Morpheus —ſuſpecting no ill, 
and elate with the pleaſing hope of paſ- 
ſing the next night at her dear Mrs 
Stanley's peaceful habitation, ſhe en- 
joyed lo ſerene a repoſe, that it was paſt 
eight the next morning ere ſhe awoke.— 
Vexed at having loſt at leaſt two hours 
of her journey, ſhe haſtily aroſe and 

ringing 
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ringing for the ſervant, defired her to 
tell the driver ſhe would be ready to ſet 
out in a quarter of an hour, 

« Law, Ma'am,” ſaid the girl, © he 
* is gone back to London !” 

_« Gone!—What can you mean?“ 

« He ſaid, Ma'am, that as you were 
« not ftirring, he could not ſtay; for his 
« maſter would be offended.” 

« Oh, why,” cried Sophia, ſurpriſed 
and vexcd, did you not call me?— 
Where can I get a chaiſe ?” 

« Oh, Ma'am, as for that, my maſter 
« will order one, no doubt.” 

Sophia then ſhut the door, and fitting 
down upon the bed, burſt into tears. 
« How unfortunate,” {aid ſhe, ** is this 
« journey Nothing but diſappoint- 
« ment attends me!” However, un- 
willing to loſe more time, ſhe went 
down ſtairs, to ſee what could be done. 
Breakfaſt was on the table; and Mr. 


Allsford, after paying her the compli- 
ments 
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ments of the morning, deſired ſhe would 
not be uneaſy; for he would immedi- 
ately ſend a ſervant to the next town for 
a chaiſe. 

They were ſipping the ſecond cup of 
coffee, when who ſhould enter the room 
but Lord Molton ? 

« Good-morrow, Allsford. Heavens! 
« Is it poſſible? —Miſs Wilſon !” 

Sophia, colouring with ſurprize, re- 
lated the untoward accident that had re- 
tarded her journey. 

« 'Thanks to my happy ſtars,” cried 
his lordſhip, “which conducted me hi- 
« ther ,this morning ! Faith I had no 
e idea they had ſo ſuperlative a happi- 
* neſs in ſtore for me: but I muſt beg 
to join you in your morning repaſt, 
'« for I have not breakfaſted.” 

Sophia began to expreſs great impa- 
tience for the return of the meſſenger ; 


but his lordſhip, on being told the af- 


lair, aſſured herghe would procure her a 
Vol. J. L chaiſe 
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chaiſe in half an hour at fartheſt ; which 
promiſe, we ſuſpect, he had not the re. 
moteſt intention of performing. 

For it is time to inform the reader (if 
he does not ſuſpect it already) that the 
whole of this matter was a ſcheme of 
Lord Molton's; projected at the very 
moment the unſuſpecting fair-one had 
commiſſioned him to order the chaiſe, to 
convey her from B.-ſtreet. Ever fertile 
in invention, he had got a creature of 
his own-to drive; who, agreeable to the 
inſtructions he had received, had taken 
a wide circuit round the country, in or- 
der to give Mr. Allsford time to get to 
the houſe, where he had arrived before 
the lady. The houſe, in which he acted 
as major domo, was, in fact, a hunting- 
ſeat of his lordſhip's. The modeſt look- 
ing country girl, a poor creature whom 
Lord Molton had ſeduced, and then 
kept. The ſtory of Mrs. Alisford, a fic- 


tion, framed on puùrpoſe to humour the 
delicacy 
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Nelicacy of Sophia; which, it was ima- 
gined, might be alarmed at the idea of 
ſtopping at a houſe wherein there was 
no lady to preſide. We muſt, however, 
do his lordſhip the juſtice to acknow- 
ledge, he had no immediate deſign of 
offering the leaſt outrage to Sophia's 
honour :—all he aimed at was, to com- 
pel her to marry him; but, in caſe ſhe 
obſtinately perſiſted in the refuſal, his 
dernier reſource was, indeed, intended to 
be, what he had before hinted to Mr. 
Allsford in the parlour. 
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CHATPIER XX. 


A CIRCUIT OF DETRACTION, 


ISS Brown finding, with inexpreſ- 

{ible joy, that her arts had effected 
the final departure of her fair rival, im- 
mediately took up her pen and wrote the 
following letter to a female acquaint- 
ance at Coombe. It being ſomewhat of 
a curioſity in its kind, we here preſent 
it verbatim. 


« To Miſs Hooper.“ 
« Dear Mis, 


« I dare ſay you wonders mutch that 
« J have not rote to you ſince my being 
« in London, but reely I have not had 
« the time. We go out ſo mutch, and 
« ſee ſuch a quantity of people of ranck 
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gat home, that one has no time for any 


cc 


thing. O, Mis, you would like Lon- 


« don vaſtly—ſuch rattling of coches, 


cc 


10 


ic 


cc 


cf 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


and ſuch a delightful noiſe for ever in 
one's ears, 'tis reely charming. But, 
do you know, Mis, chat Sophia Wil- 
ſon is gone away? She went laſt nite 
—and—but pray don't mention it, as 
I hates to ſpeak ill of people - ſhe 
went away juſt before it was dark, 
with Lord Molton I ſuppoſe ſhe is 
at Combe by this time but ] dares to 
ſay you think as I do, that it was not 
quite ſo prudent to ride all nite with 


« ͤgentleman but that's not all the 


cc 


imprudent things Mis has done, I 


« promiſe you. Well, edecation is a 


cc 


cc 


cc 


«cc 


(c 


fine thing; and happy it is for thoſe 
whoſe frends can beſtow it on their 
children, as, thank God, mine could. 
I delires my love toall enquiring frends, 
and ham, dear Mis, your loving frend, 


« (Caroline Brown. 


'The 
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The juſtice's aſtoniſhment at find. 
ing, on his return, that Miſs Wilſon had 
left the family, was inexpreſſible; bur, 
on enquiring the cauſe of ſo ſudden a 
meaſure, he could only learn, that ſhe 
went away with Lord Molton, juſt be- 
tore it was dark; whether with an in- 
tention of going to Coombe, or on a 
party of pleaſure with his lordſhip, Miſs 


Addington, who gave him this account, 


could not tell. The credulity of his wor- 
{hip ſwallowed this improbable ſtory; 
and it being accompanied by ſome anec- 
dotes, which the invention of this lady 
and her ingenious colleague had ſup- 


. plied, worked him up to a degree of 


madneſs. He raged—ſtormed—curſed 
the whole ſex; and, at length, railed at 


his ſiſter, for not preventing ſo impru— 
dent a ſtep. 

« Was ſhe not,” ſaid he, © committed 
« to your care—and ought you not to 


« have watched over her conduct?“ 
This 
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This reproof, though dictated by diſ- 
appointment rather than any proper 
idea of propriety, was certainly a juſt 
one; and perhaps, for that reaſon, moſt 
galling to the lady for whom it was in- 
tended, Whether that impertinent med- 
dler, Conſcience, ſtared her in the face, or 
not, we cannot ſay; but ſhe felt the full 
force of the rebuke, and fell into a moſt 
violent paſſion, which ended at laſt in 
tears and hyſterics. 

The juſtice, highly incenſed, retired 
to his apartment. Some little time, 
however, and a few well-timed inſinua- 
tions, not very favourable to Sophia's 
character, moderated his reſentment to 
his ſiſter, and he began to entertain a 
moſt implacable hatred for the very girl, 
whom he ſo lately profeſſed to adore. So 
rapid is the fucceſſion of contrary paſ- 
ſions in illiberal minds. 

Mr. Sydney was deputed by Maſs 
Addington, ro watch the motions of 
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Lord Molton; and he at laſt diſcovered 
that his lordſhip had not been in town 
tor ſome days. This was ſufficient for 
that lady; and ſhe immediately pro- 
nounced Sophia a moſt abandoned girl 
—torgetting her own inhoſpitality, in 
forcing her from her houſe at a late 
hour, without a friend to protect her; 
and that, whatever imprudence the poor 
girl might have committed in conſe- 
quence of it, was juſtly chargeable to the 
inhumanity with which ſhe had been 
treated. But thus it is, that the faults 
of a deſerving perſon are recorded in 
braſs—while the cauſes of them are 
wrote in duſt. 

Miſs Brown's epiſtle being m_—_ at 
Coombe, the lady to whom it was(ad- 
dreſſed, immediately paid a viſit to Mrs. 
Stanley; and expreſſed the greateſt aſto- 
niſhment at not finding Miſs Wilſon 


there, 
« Well 0 — 
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« Well ;—and have you not heard of 
« her, Mrs. Stanley?“ with a myſteri- 


ous air. 


« Not lately.“ 

« No! Why, I believe ſhe has left 
« London.” 

« Impoſſible !—What can you mean, 
« Mils Hooper?“ 

Miſs Hooper then informed her, that 


Sophia had left the Addingtons on 


Monday evening, accompanied by Lord 
Molton. 

« Oh, God!” cried Mrs. Stanley, 
« what do I hear?” and inſtantly burſt 
into tears. The other, attempting to 


conſole her, inſinuated that, as the caſe 


ſtood, Mils Wilſon - was not deſerving 
her concern; adding Ts a pity good- 
* nature ſhould be abuſed—bur I al- 
« ways thought how eit would be.” 
«It,” returned Mrs. Stanley, firmly,“ you 
thought 111 of Sophia Wilſon, you did 


her grcœat injuſtice. She was purity itſelf, 
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* before this unfortunate journey to 
« London; and is ſo ſtill, I truſt.” 

« True, Madam,” replied Miſs 
Hooper, « ſhe may—one can't, indeed, 
« ſay how this affair happened. —Pray 
« compole yourſelf—I hope ſoon you 
« will have better news. Good-mor- 
* r | | 

Juſt as ſhe had quitted Mrs. Stan- 
tey's houſe, ſhe ſaw, at a little diſtance, 
a Mr. Andrew Algebra; to whom ſhe 
held up her finger, as a ſignal that ſhe 
had ſomething important to commu— 
nicate. 

Algebra was one of thoſe deſpicable 
beings, who may be ſaid to live on news 
and ſcandal, as the cameleon is ſuppoſed 
to exiſt on air. This contemptible crea- 
ture (man we durſt not call him, fince 
his diſpoſition and manners render him 
unworthy the appellation) though rich, 
and unmarried, was ſo exceſſively parſi- 
monious, that he even denied himſelf 
the 
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W | 5 
the common neceſſaries of life; and | 


ſeemed to have no other buſineſs in the 
world, to which he was certainly a nu- 
ſance, than merely to know what other 
people were doing, and to miſrepreſent 
every action, as the reſult of hypocriſy or 
vice; the model of which he undoubt- 
edly took from his own principles and 
character. This wretch, expecting to 
meet with a delicious morſel of detrac- 
tion, haſtened to obey the fummons ;— 
nor was he diſappointed. 

« I wonder, Mr. Algebra, that Sophia 
Wilſon is not come home!“ 

e Was ſhe expected?” 

« Yes—and, I am told, went from 
« London four days ago. Where ſhe 
* can be gone, I can't imagine.” 

« Tis very odd!“ ſpeaking with his 
teeth cloſed, as he uſually did, *Tis 
« very odd.” | 

« Between you and me, ſhe ſet off 
© late at night with Lord Molton.” 


«P87 c Hah! 
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« Hah! that looks fuſpicious.— Was 

« ſhe acquainted with Lord Molton ?” 
„ She is certainly gone off with 
*« child,” ſaid Miſs Hooper. 

It may appear ſtrange to many of our 
readers, that as the letter had ſpecified 
nothing of that kind, Miſs Hooper 
ſhould have been in poſſeſſion of ſuch a 
piece of intelligence. But the truth is, 
it was a foible incident to that lady, 
which ſhe could by no means avoid, 
that, whenever any of her female neigh- 
bours happened to make an excurſion, 
the motive of which they had omitted to 
acquaint her with, ſhe had an irreſiſtible 


Propenſity to the pronouncing them 


withdrawn for certain prudential rea- 
ſons. 

« Sophia Wilſon is gone off with 
« child,” ſaid Miſs Hooper. 

That afternoon, a ſelect party was in- 
vited to meet at her houſe, that the 
point might be fully diſcuſſed. Mails 
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Hogper having imparted the ſfecret— 
| theſe friends, of courſe, whiſpered it to 
© their friends—who told it to their 
f friends; and ſo on, ad infinitum, till 
poor Sophia's reputation was effectually 
deſtroyed, not only in the village, but 
for as many miles round it, as her hi- 


2. S 
2 8 
. N 


thberto ſpotleſs name had been known; 
1 every one echoing the report which 
f Miſs Hooper had ſo ingeniouſly de- 
2 viſed, that Miſs Wilſon was gone off 
a : with child. Here we could lay by the 
S pen, and pauſe with the deepeſt regret, 
: that the legiſlature has as.yet deviſed no 


14 adequate puniſhment for that part of ſo- 
s cial life the detractor 


8 | «© Who ſteals my purſe, ſteals traſh; 
'F &© was mine—'tis his—and has been ave | 
| to thouſands: 


« Bnt e who filches from me my good name, 
„Robs me of that which not enriches her, 


„But makes mè poor indeed,” 


Leaving, 
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Leaving, however, the Miſs Hoopers 


of the age to enjoy that malignant ſa- 
tisfaction their efforts no doubt procure 
them, we return to the benevolent, the 
amiable Mrs. Stanley; who, as ſoon as 


ſhe was alone, went to her eſcrutoire, 
and, in the fulneſs of her heart, wrote 


the following letter. 


«c 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


c«c 


cc 


10 
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ic 


4c 


« To Miſs Addington.” 
« Oh! Miſs Addington, What is be- 
come of my Sophia? A rumour pre- 
vails here, that ſhe is gone from you; 
but, alas! ſhe has not reached this 
manſion, which has been ever open to 
receive her. I entreat you, good Ma- 
dam, to enquire with all ſpeed after 
the poor fugitive.— Tell her, her 
friend, her own Stanley, will weep 
over her indiſcretions, and fold her 


to her bleeding heart. Alas! has ſhe 


not been vilely enſnared ?—Yes—it 
muſt have been ſo: Sophia Wilſon 
| would 
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cc 


cc 
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would not voluntarily have commit- 
ted an imprudence. Oh, that de- 
teſted London I- Why —why did I 
conſent to her going thither? Par- 
don, Madam, theſe incoherencies; 
but, indeed, you know not what 1 
feel. The child of my friend—the 
darling of my age, to be thus raviſhed 
from me, by the arts of villainy—'tis 
I doubt not, but you 
will employ all poſſible means towards 
diſcovering where ſhe is in full aſ- 
ſurance of which, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 
« Madam, 
« Your afflicted humble ſervant, 
ce Auguſta Stanley.“ 


too much! 


This letter, though it might have ex- 


torted tears from the eyes of a ſavage, 
had yet no other effect on the lady to 
whom it was addreſſed, and her confi- 
dante, Miſs Brown, than to excite their 
mirth. They laughed exceſſively at the 
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idea of thepannic Mrs. Stanley was in on 
the occaſion. But what proved a chief 
ſource of pleaſure to Caroline was, the 
certainty that her fair rival's good name 
would now be totally annihilated at 
Coombe—ſhe longed to be there, to en- 
joy her triumph, and to ſecure it. In this 
light, nothing appeared fo cligible to her, 
as an immediate return to that village; 
which ſhe determined to effect in a few 
days at fartheſt, The juſtice was ſur- 
prized that Mrs. Stanley could be fo filly 
as to imagine, any of his family would 
trouble themſelves abaut an ungrateful 
girl—and Miſs Addington declared, ſhe 
ſhould not interfere in ſo ſcandalous an 
affair. 

The ſame day, a letter was brought 
for Miſs Wilſon. By the ſuperſcription 
they knew it was from Hartly, and the 
event promiſed a moſt delighrful enter- 
tainment; for Miſs Addington declared 
{he would break it open, to have ſome 
diverſion 
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diverſion at the nonſenſical ſtuff ſhe ſup- 
poled it contained. Caroline tittered 
with pleaſure—the juſtice ſecretly en- 
Joyed the ſcheme; yet, 1n order to fave 
appearances, he pretended to fall faſt 
alleep in his elbow chair; though, in 
reality, he was never more wakeful, and 
attended heedfully to the contents of 
the letter, and the ludicrous comments 
paſſed on it by the two ladies. 

In this letter, Hartly informed his 
dear Sophia, that fortune had proved 
moſt propitious to his wiſhes; that he 
was in a line of acquiring a genteel com- 
petency in a ſhort time; adding, that 
he was removed ncar three hundred 
miles farther up the country; to which 
he gave her a full direction. Every line 


of this epiſtle was replete with delicacy 


and tenderneſs; but it only ſerved to ex- 
cite the mirth of the company; and, aſter 
they had ſufficiently commented there- 
on, Miſs Addington put the letter in 

her 
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her pocket, determined that it ſhould 


never meet the eye of the young lady for 
whom 1t was deſigned 

Caroline declared that, was a gentle. 
man to ſend her a letter in ſuch a nau- 
ſeous ſtile, it would abſolutely make her 
fick. 

« And it would any one,” returned 
Miſs Addington, with an envious ſneer, 
« who valued dignity of character.— 
« I'm ſure, was Mr. Sydney to ſend me 
« {uch an one + 

« You would receive it with infinite 


« pleaſure,” interrupted the juſtice, 


who now thought proper to awake ; 
« but, indeed, I do not believe he ever 
ce will,“ added he, in a ſarcaſtic tone; 
for he by no means approved of the en- 
couragement his ſiſter gave that gentle- 
man. 


« Mr. Sydney,“ ſaid ſhe, rather piqued, 
« 18 a valuable man.” 


« You 
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« You don't judge by the weight of 
« his pocket, then, ſiſter, I preſume?” 

« No, Sir,“ replied ſhe warmly; “ nor 
« did you ever know a woman of ſenſe 
« eſtimate the merit of a lover by that 
« ſtandard.” 

« Then,” reſumed-the juſtice, dryly, 
« give me a woman of prudence.” 

« Pray, brother, did you make wealth 
« the criterion of Miſs Wilſon's me- 
6-307 

The queſtion touched him in the ten- 
dereſt part—his pride had been hurt, and 
the wound was not yet healed—he 
ſtarted—looked diſpleaſed, but returned 


no anſwer; and ſoon after ſullenly left 


the room. 

« See,” cried Miſs Addington, as 
ſoon as he was gone, © how difficult it 
« 1s to allow others the ſame liberty we 
« take ourſelves. His worſhip had for- 
« got his own ridiculous amour, when 


« he fo ſeverely criticiſed poor Sydney. 


« .] was 


SE 
„ 


» 3 1 
— 2 F 
. # — PAY — e 


— 
— 


2 


—— ( ̃ —ę—ñ-ꝑ A J—— 
— 


— 2 —— 
— — — — . — — 
— * S 8. 
a . 8 * # kr 1 
. U 4 , 
* 3 D 1 1 2 * 


r wh oa LA n * rr ECTS 1 LS, 14 
c $$ Ree IAN + 
Op Oe SITS POETS WEI Fa” YO Ren {FD 1 8 ; 


o IA p 
C S 4 


hee k 
. 
1 . Fra een 
AI AR 

wy, ® p bf 


236 EDWARD AND SOPHIA, 


« | was reſolved not to yield the 
« point; though, between ourſelves, 
« child, I don't deſign to have him.“ 

« You can't be ſerious!” 

« Indeed I am—he does well enough 
« fora dangler; but I know better than 
te to part with my liberty to a mere for- 
« tune-hunter.” 

Caroline had not expected to find a 
ſpice of coquetry in a woman of near 
torty : ſhe looked a little ſurpriſed, but 
applauded the ſpirit of ſuch a refolu- 
tion; and then began to make ſome un- 


| 
favourable remarks on that gentleman, 


imagining they would be highly agree- 
able to her friend, who ſhe ſuppoſed 
would readily join in the raillery; but, 
contrary to her expectatioh*, Miſs Ad- 
dington reddened, and ... her, ſhe was 
an 1l|-natured girl, who never ſpoke well 
of any gentleman that did not pay his 
court immediately to herſelf. The poor 
confidante, finding ſhe had miſtaken her 
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cue, aſked pardon with the utmoſt hu- 
mility ; for, though ſhe was imperious 
to the laſt degree, where ſhe durſt be ſo, 
yet, to ſuperiors, ſhe was the moſt obſe- 
quious girl in the world. —No uncom- 
mon characteriſtic, we conjecture, of a 
little mind. 

Two days after, Miſs Brown, all impa- 
tience to be at Coombe at ſo important a 
criſis, pretended to have received letters 
from thence which required her inſtant 
return: ſhe therefore took leave of Miſs 
Addington, and ſat out for that village 
with all ſpeed; where, as ſoon as ſhe ar- 
rived, ſhe waited on Mrs. Stanley, and 


informed her, that although every me- 


thod had been. tried for diſcovering the 
place of M1” ilſon's retreat, no tidings 


had as yet been tained of her. 


The good old lady, on hearing this ac- 
count, fainted away: it was ſome time 
before ſhe could be brought to herſelf; 


and when ſhe recovered, it was only to 
bawail 


— 


by 3 
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bewail her dear loſt Sophia, in the moſt 
heart-rending terms :—ſo violent, in- 
deed, was her ſorrow, that it brought on 
a fixed melancholy, which threatened to 
cut the vital thread. 
Mean time, Miſs Brown, in concert 
with her friend Miſs Hooper, had care. 
fully ſettled matters (for the impeding 
all poſſibility of Sophia's reinſtatement 
with her venerable benefactreſs. In 
theſe meaſures ſhe could not poſſibly 
have been actuated by any other motive 
than her implacable hatred to that love- 
ly girl; and had not this ſentiment 
operated ſo powerfully in her breaſt, we 
think ſhe muſt have felt ſome pity for 
the unſpeakable diſtreſs of Mrs. Stan- 


ley. As for Miſs Hooper, whatever her 


ſecret motives might have been, ſhe 
choſe to conceal them under the ſpecious 
pretext, that it was highly proper for 
Mrs. Stanley's future repoſe. She never 


more ſhould hear of a girl who had ſo 
| greatly 
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greatly diſturbed it. With this pretence 
ſhe concurred, moſt zealouſly, in every 
ſcheme that was likely to effect that 
end. The firſt ſtep, of courſe, was to 
intercept any letter that might arrive 
from her. 

But how can we manage it?” ſaid 


Caroline. 


« Do you know the poſt-woman?” 
This hint was ſufficient. Miſs Brown 


that very evening called at the cottage 


where this poor creature lived. She 
was a widow with a family of eight chil- 
dren, and ſcarcely any other ſupport for 
them, than what ſhe earned by going 
thrice a week to the next town, to con- 
vey letters to and from the poſt-office; 
for each of which of which ſhe received 
a penny. The children were at ſupper 
on brown bread, when Caroline en- 
tered. 

“ So Betty,” ſaid ſhe, © you are ſerv- 
« ing your little family.“ 
« As 
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As well as I can, Ma'am,” ſhe re- 
turned; very much ſurpriſed at the 
viſit. | 

« You find it hard enough, no doubt, 
« to provide for them, Betty—but here 
“js ſomething towards it, —putting a 
guinea into her hand. 

Betty, who had never been in poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſo large a ſum before, was for 
ſome minutes unable to ſpeak. She 
looked at 1t again, as doubtful whether 
to credit ſo extraordinary an inſtance of 
liberality.—“ God bleſs you, Ma'am,” 
at laſt ſhe articulated, dropping on her 
knees, and ſobbing with grateful joy. 

« Youare welcome to it, Betty—But 
« don't you go ſometimes to the poſt- 
« ofhice?” | 

« Yes, Ma'am; or I could not get 
«© bread for my poor children.“ 

« Well, Betty, you will take care to 
« deliver any letters for me, as ſoon as 
you get them and, Betty—it a 
| « letter 
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“letter was to come for Mrs. Stanley, 


« could you not leave it at my houſe?” 

© To be ſure, Ma'am !—I would do 
« any thing you deſired. Yes, yes; I 
« will certainly bring 1t to you.” 

« Do ſo, Betty; it is only to prevent 
« Mrs. Stanley from'being too ſuddenly 
« ſurpriſed : for, you know, ſhe is not 
« well !—You will not forget it.“ 

« No, Ma'am,” cried the grateful 
Betty; and away tripped Caroline, high- 
ly pleaſed at having ſo effectually car- 
ried her point. | 

Gold! Omnipotent Gold! How irre- 
ſiſtible art thou! Mankind, in all ages, 
have bowed down to thee, and ſtill will 
continue to do ſo, as long as the bowels of 
thy mother earth ſhall produce thee.— 
How ſupreme is thy power Canſt thou 
not counteract love, honeſty, juſtice, nay, 
even truth divine truth, itſelf? Where- 


fore, then, ſhould we regard, with aſto- 


niſh ment, the effects of thy all-powerful 
Vol. I. L in- 


D n ary x 0 * ue E 5 wy 8 * 0 
2 8 T . 1 . * a 
P | l | ES Es r — ] ꝛ AA wwCê e 
= . . 
0 * 
2 

2 | 

QO a 

1 — Pts 


Ity, into t 


* 
. 


End of Vol. I. 


LR 


14 


EDWARD AND S0OPHIA. 


fair form of Char 


Se 
_ 
* 


fa: 


* 


8 


2 
Fa 


ſon ? 


24.2 
influence; when, from the liberal hand 


of Miſs Brown, thou deſcendeſt, in the 
ble cottage of the indigent Betty Law. 
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NEW AND ENTERTAINING NOVELS, 


Printed for W. LANE, Leadenball Street. 


LBINA, in a Series of Letters, 2 vol. I2mo. 
58, ſewed. N 
Adventures of Anthony Varniſh, ſerious and comical, 

3 vol. 12mo. 7s 6d, ſewed. 
Adelaide, or Conjugal Affection, 25s 6d, ſewed. 
Adventures of Robinſon Cruſoe, a new edition, with 
elegant cuts, 2s, ſewed. 
Anna, or Memoirs of a Welch Heireſs, a new edi- 
tion, corrected, 4 vol. 10s, ſewed. 
Arpaſia, or The Wanderer, 3 vol. 7s 6d, ſewed. 
Balloon, or Aeroftatic Spy, 2 vol. 12mo. 5s ſewed. 
Belmont Grove, or 'The Diſcovery, in a Series of 
Letters, 2 vol. 12mo. 5s, ſewed. 
Confeſhon of a Coquette, 28 6d, ſewed. 
Correſpondents, in Letters, a new edition, 12zmo. 
| 2s 6d, ſewed. — 


Caroline, or Diverſities of Fortune, 3 vol. 7s 6d, 
ſewed. 

Engliſh Hermit, or Adventures of Philip Quarle, 
with an elegant frontiſpiece, 28, ſewed. 

Francis the Philanthropiſt, an Unfaſhionable Tale, 
3 vol. 12 mo. 7s 6d, ſewed. 

Henrietta of Gerſtenfeld, from the German, 25 6d, 
ſewed. 

Imogen, a Paſtoral Romance, 2 vol. 5s, 15 ed. 

Juliana, by the Author of Francis the Philanthropiſt, 
3 vol. 7s 6d. 


Juvenile Indiſcretions, by the Author of Anna, or 
the Welch Heireſs, 5 vol. 128 6d, ſewed. 


Lumley Houſe, 3 vol. 12mo, 7s 6d, ſewed. 

Lane's Annual Noveliſt, a Collection of beautiful 
Pieces from the Magazines, &c. 2 vol. with ele- 
gant Vignette Titles, 58, ſewed. 

Liberal American, 2 vol. 58, ſewed. 


Minor (The), or Hiſtory of George O'Niel, 2 vol. 
58, ſewed. 
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The Magdalen, or Hiſtory of the Penitents, in Let- 
ters, with Anecdotes, by Dr. Dodd, 28 6d, ſewed. 

Matilda, or Efforts of Virtue, 3 vol. 7s 6d, ſewed. 

Melwin Dale, in Letters, z vol. 5s, ſewed. 

Memoirs and Adventures of a Flea, 2 vol. 5s, ſewed. 

Misfortunes of Love, 2 vol. 12mo. gs, ſewed. 

Myrtle, or The Effects of Love, 3 vol. 12mo. 7s 6d, 
ſewed. 

The Nabob, in a Series of Letters, by the Author o 
Arpaſia, 2 vol. 58, ſewed. 

Olivia, or Deſerted Bride, 3 vol. 7s 6d, ſewed. 

Orlando and Seraphina, 2 vol. gs, ſewed 

Phantoms, or Adventures of a Gold-headed Cane 
by Theo. Johnſon, 2 vol. 12mo. 5s, ſewed. 

Perplexities of Love, 2s 6d, ſewed. 

Platonic Guardian, 3 vol. 7s 6d, ſewed, 

va The Quaker, in Letters, by a Lady, 3 vol. 12mo. 
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1 Rencontre, in Letters, 2 vol. 58, ſewed. 


Reginald du Bray, 2s ſewed. 
_— Seduction, or Hifory of Lady Revel, 2 vol. 5s, ſewed. 
3 Sentimental Deceiver, or The Hiſtory of Miſs Ham- 


*Y mond, in Letters, 2s 6d, ſewed. 
_—_ Theodoſius and Arabella, by Mrs. Hampden Pye, 
1 2 vol. 5s, ſewed. 

Village of Martindale, 2 vol. 5s, ſewed. 
Warbeck, a Pathetic Tale, 2 vol. 58, ſewed. 
Woman of Quality, 2 vol. 5s, ſewed. 
William of Normandy, 2 vol. 58, ſewed. 
Zoriada, or Village Annals, 3 vol. 7s 6d, ſewed. 
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